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1                  P R O C E E D I N G S
2
3              (Fairbanks, Alaska - 2/7/2017)
4
5                 (On record)
6
7                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  If you could
8 take your seats, we'll get started.  I'll call the
9 Eastern Interior Regional Advisory Council to order. 

10 As Virgil turns off his music.  I would like to remind
11 everyone to sign in.  There's a sign-in sheet over here
12 on the table.
13
14         Lester.
15
16                 MR. ERHART:  Yes.
17
18                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Can you give
19 us an invocation, please.
20
21                 (Invocation)
22
23                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Thanks.  My
24 vice chair is not here, my secretary is not here for
25 roll call, so I'm going to ask Katya to do it for me,
26 please.
27
28                 MS. WESSELS:  Susan Entsminger.
29
30                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Here.
31
32                 MS. WESSELS:  Andrew Firmin.
33
34                 (No response)
35
36                 MS. WESSELS:  Andrew is not here.  He
37 should be flying in later this morning.  Virgil
38 Umphenour.
39
40                 MR. UMPHENOUR:  Here.  
41
42         MS. WESSELS:  Donald Woodruff.
43
44                 MR. WOODRUFF:  Here.
45
46                 MS. WESSELS:  Will Koehler.
47
48                 MR. KOEHLER:  Here.
49
50
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1                 MS. WESSELS:  Andy Bassich.
2
3                 MR. BASSICH:  Here.
4
5                 MS. WESSELS:  Bill Glanz.
6
7                 MR. GLANZ:  Here.
8
9                 MS. WESSELS:  Lester Erhart.

10
11                 MR. ERHART:  Here.
12
13                 MS. WESSELS:  And Rhonda Pitka is no
14 longer on the Council because she became a member of
15 the Federal Subsistence Board.
16
17                 UNIDENTIFIED VOICE:  Hurrah!  Good for
18 her.
19
20                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Yeah. 
21 Someone from Eastern.
22
23                 MR. GLANZ:  Yeah, that's nice.
24
25                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Okay, thank
26 you.  Welcome everyone.  Those in the audience could
27 you introduce yourselves, starting with Vince.
28
29                 MR. MATHEWS:  Vince Mathews,
30 subsistence coordinator for Yukon Flats, Kanuti and
31 Arctic.
32
33                 MS. CELLARIUS:  Barbara Cellarius,
34 subsistence coordinator for Wrangell-St. Elias National
35 Park and Preserve based in Copper Center.
36
37                 MS. TRAINOR:  Alida Trainor.  I work in
38 the Subsistence Division at Fish and Game.
39
40                 MS. MAAS:  Lisa Maas, wildlife
41 biologist in the Office of Subsistence Management.
42
43                 MS. OKADA:  Good morning.  Marcy Okada,
44 subsistence coordinator for Yukon-Charley Rivers
45 National Preserve.
46
47                 MS. COBLE:  Good morning.  Deborah
48 Coble, National Park Service, Subsistence Outreach
49 Coordinator, Anchorage office.
50
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1                 DR. CHEN:  Good morning, Council
2 Members.  My name is Glenn Chen and I work for Bureau
3 of Indian Affairs.
4
5                 MR. BUE:  Fred Bue, Fish and Wildlife
6 Service, Yukon River Fisheries Manager.
7
8                 MR. KEYSE:  Matt Keyse, Fish and
9 Wildlife Service, Subsistence Branch in Fairbanks.

10
11                 MR. HJELMGREN:  Jim Hjelmgren, Fish and
12 Wildlife Service, Refuge Law Enforcement.
13  
14                 MR. JOHNSON:  Carl Johnson, Council
15 Coordination Division Chief, Office of Subsistence
16 Management.
17
18                 MR. BAYLESS:  Good morning, Madame
19 Chair.  Shawn Bayless, Tetlin Refuge Manager.
20
21                 MR. BERENDZEN:  Steve Berendzen, Yukon
22 Flats Refuge Manager.
23
24                 MS. LENART:  Beth Lenart, Alaska
25 Department of Fish and Game, fish and wildlife
26 biologist.
27
28                 (Away from microphone: Christopher
29 Gene, Karen Linnell and Gerald Maschmann)
30
31                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Is there
32 someone there in the back.
33
34                 MR. HARRIS:  I'm Tom Harris, CEO of
35 Kniknatnu.
36
37                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Welcome,
38 everyone.  Thank you.  We're going to review and adopt
39 the agenda.  I just have a few things I can tell you
40 there's a change.  On the second page -- well, let's
41 just put it this way.  10 old business (a) is being
42 removed off the agenda because there's no report.
43
44                 MS. WESSELS:  Well, it's just going to
45 be mentioned during the OSM report.
46
47                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Oh, it's
48 going to be mentioned in the OSM report.  Okay.  And
49 then 11, there may be an addition, (f) U.S. Fish and
50
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1 Wildlife Service Alaska Native Relations Policy.  We're
2 going to know about that later based on some vote I'm
3 told.  And then on the agenda reports we're moving the
4 ADF&G Jill Klein report under -- just before Fred Bue's
5 report.  And then Barbara has another report before the
6 Wilderness Stewardship Plan, report to the Eastern
7 Interior RAC.  Then I guess there's no reports from
8 BLM.
9

10                 Does anyone else have any corrections
11 or additions to the agenda?  Virgil.
12
13                 MR. UMPHENOUR:  I think we should have
14 a discussion on the special action request to close
15 moose hunting in Unit 23.
16
17                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  You want to
18 have a discussion?
19
20                 MR. UMPHENOUR:  Right.  I think we
21 should address that and discuss it.
22
23                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Okay.  Is
24 that under new or old business, Virgil?
25
26                 MR. UMPHENOUR:  That will be new
27 business.
28
29                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Okay.  Then
30 that would go under 11(g), Unit 23 closure discussion. 
31 Any objections.
32
33                 (No comments)
34
35                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Carl.
36
37                 MR. JOHNSON:  Good morning, Madame
38 Chair.  For the record, Carl Johnson, OSM.  I was just
39 going to ask -- I know normally the Councils, when it
40 comes to special actions or regulatory proposals, they
41 don't address them if there's nobody in their region
42 with C&T.  So I was just curious what the interest is
43 for a Unit 23 proposal -- or special action request.
44
45                 Thank you, Madame Chair.  
46
47                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Virgil.  Are
48 you telling us that we can't talk about it?
49
50
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1                 MR. JOHNSON:  No, Madame Chair.  I was
2 curious because it's very atypical for Councils to
3 address something that's entirely out of their region
4 that they don't have -- C&T is usually the connection
5 for like a crossover proposal..... 
6
7                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Right.
8
9                 MR. JOHNSON:  .....so I was -- I didn't

10 know what the connection is.  Thank you, Madame Chair.
11
12                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Okay. 
13 Virgil, do you want to address that.
14
15                 MR. UMPHENOUR:  Right.  I think it is
16 our business as a RAC because it sets a precedence for
17 one thing and, for another thing, a number of people
18 from our region do go there to go hunting and that's
19 why we should address it.  I feel very strongly about
20 this.
21
22                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  So it's a
23 precedent-setting thing that you're.....
24
25                 MR. UMPHENOUR:  Well, maybe it can be
26 called precedent setting if you want, but it effects
27 people in our region, so I think we should address it
28 because our job is to address what effects people in
29 our region and it borders our region.
30
31                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  I guess to
32 read your mind and help Carl out because he looks
33 confused, you're talking about other people that hunt
34 that from our region, like.....
35
36                 MR. UMPHENOUR:  Correct.  People that
37 live in our region that customarily and traditionally
38 have hunted in that region because there are a lot of
39 them and they voice their concerns to me.
40
41                 MR. JOHNSON:  Through the Chair,
42 Virgil, are we talking Federal users or State users who
43 -- because, again, often the connection we look for is
44 C&T under the Federal system and we always encourage --
45 you know, sometimes even when we put stuff on your
46 agenda where you do have C&T in the region often you
47 just defer to the home region.  So are we talking sport
48 hunting or guided hunting?  Just to help me out.
49
50
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1                 Thank you, Madame Chair.  
2
3                 MR. UMPHENOUR:  I'm talking about
4 general hunting for all citizens of Alaska that don't
5 live in Game Management Unit 23 because if the special
6 action request is approved by the Federal Board, then
7 that will eliminate all those people from moose hunting
8 in Unit 23.  Everyone in the state except the people
9 that live in Unit 23.  That's a very hot button issue

10 in our region.
11
12                 And these people do not qualify -- or
13 some qualify as Federal users but not Federal users for
14 Unit 23.  Federal users for Unit 24, for instance,
15 which borders Unit 23.
16
17                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Does that
18 answer your question?
19
20                 MR. JOHNSON:  I think so, Madame Chair. 
21 Yeah, thank you.
22
23                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Okay.  Any
24 objections.
25
26                 (No objections)
27
28                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Hearing none. 
29 Any other changes or additions to the agenda.  Vince, I
30 see you waving your hand there.
31
32                 MR. MATHEWS:  Yes.  Again, it's your
33 standard practice of agency reports.  There will be
34 Arctic Refuge Staff here during that agency report
35 section and that's in response to your vice chair's
36 discussion on caribou at the Board meeting in addition
37 to this summary.  There will be Staff here if there's
38 questions for Yukon Flats.  In your book, I think it
39 is, you've got a copy of the Arctic Refuge summary. 
40
41                 And then finally, based on emails this
42 morning, there should be Staff here to present discuss
43 the Draft Alaska Native Policy.  I was looking around
44 the room to see if they showed up, but I talked to them
45 this morning and they'll be present here.  Whatever
46 direction you want to give us on when that could be on
47 your agenda.  It's just for information on the Draft
48 Alaska..... 
49
50
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1                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  It's 11(f). 
2
3                 MR. MATHEWS:  It's (f)? 
4
5                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Uh-huh,
6 11(f), yeah.  So you're telling us that U.S. Fish and
7 Wildlife Service we're going to have additional
8 reports, Arctic and Yukon Flats.
9

10                 MR. MATHEWS:  Yes.  We know the time
11 limits and there may be other Refuges that are present
12 here.
13
14                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Okay.  I
15 think the Eastern Interior is very flexible about
16 reports except if they take forever.  Not so happy
17 then.  And that's what I want to tell everyone.  I
18 remember saying there's Robert's Rules and there's
19 Murphy's Law and we do sometimes need to be flexible to
20 add something to an agenda that we may have forgotten
21 here and I'm open for that in the course of the
22 meeting.
23
24                 Any objections.
25
26                 (No objections)
27
28                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  So any other
29 additions or deletions to the agenda.
30
31                 (No comments)
32
33                 MR. BASSICH:  Move to adopt.
34
35                 MR. UMPHENOUR:  Second.
36
37                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Everyone in
38 favor say aye.
39
40                 IN UNISON:  Aye.
41
42                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Anyone
43 opposed.
44
45                 (No opposing votes)
46
47                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Okay.  The
48 agenda is adopted.  Election of officers.  Chair.  I'm
49 handing it over to Katya.
50
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1                 MS. WESSELS:  Good morning, everyone. 
2 My name is Katya Wessels and I'm the council
3 coordinator for the Eastern Interior. Every two years
4 we elect new officers and the first position that we're
5 going to elect is the Chair of the Eastern Interior. 
6 So now I would like to open this floor for the
7 nominations for the Chair of the Eastern Interior.
8
9                 MR. WOODRUFF:  Thank you.  I would like

10 to nominate Sue.
11
12                 MR. GLANZ:  I'll second that.
13
14                 MS. WESSELS:  Any other nominations.
15
16                 MR. UMPHENOUR:  Move that nominations
17 be closed.
18
19                 MS. WESSELS:  Nominations are closed. 
20 So we have a motion on the floor.
21
22                 MR. GLANZ:  Call for question.
23
24                 MS. WESSELS:  We have a motion on the
25 floor to nominate Sue Entsminger as the Chair of the
26 Eastern Interior.  All in favor say aye.
27
28                 IN UNISON:  Aye.
29
30                 MS. WESSELS:  All opposed say nay.
31
32                 (No opposing votes)
33
34                 MS. WESSELS:  Okay.  Sue,
35 congratulations.
36
37                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  I miss
38 Rhonda.  Okay.  Vice chair nominations.
39
40                 MR. GLANZ:  I'd like to nominate
41 Virgil.  
42
43                 MR. BASSICH:  Second.
44
45                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Just for you
46 guys, you don't need a second on nominations, but it's
47 okay.  Any other nominations.
48
49                 MR. GLANZ:  Motion to be closed.
50
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1                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  I need a
2 second.
3
4                 MR. KOEHLER:  Second.
5
6                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Everybody in
7 favor.
8
9                 IN UNISON:  Aye.

10
11                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Anyone
12 opposed.
13
14                 (No opposing votes)
15
16                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Okay.  Now
17 the secretary.
18
19                 MR. FIRMIN:  Sue.
20
21                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Yes.
22
23                 MR. FIRMIN:  Andrew on the phone.
24
25                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Hi, Andrew. 
26 Are you just now getting on the phone or have you been
27 on the phone?
28
29                 MR. FIRMIN:  I was being quiet until
30 you got chair and vice chair elected.
31
32                 (Laughter)
33
34                 MR. GLANZ:  Didn't want us to know he
35 was there.
36
37                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Well, that
38 was very clever of you. Are you waiting to get on a
39 plane?
40
41                 MR. FIRMIN:  My original flight was
42 socked in, but then he just coasted in under the
43 weather here.  So it looks like I'll be there in an
44 hour, hour and a half.
45
46                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Oh, okay. 
47 Good.  
48
49                 MR. GLANZ:  Andy, would you be
50
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1 interested in being a secretary?
2
3                 MR. FIRMIN:  I'd accept that
4 nomination.
5
6                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Okay.  Any
7 other nominations for secretary.
8
9                 MR. UMPHENOUR:  Move that nominations

10 be closed.
11
12                 MR. BASSICH:  Second.
13
14                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  All in favor.
15
16                 IN UNISON:  Aye.
17
18                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Anyone
19 opposed.
20
21                 (No opposing votes)
22
23                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Okay.  You're
24 still going to do a lot of work there, young man.
25
26                 MR. FIRMIN:  I understand.
27
28                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Okay.  All
29 right.  Review and approve previous minutes.  They're
30 in your book.  I apologize, I'm always quick to get
31 things going I forgot to ask.  Is there anyone else on
32 the phone that would like to tell us you're listening
33 in?
34
35                 MS. KENNER:  Madame Chair.  This is
36 Pippa Kenner at OSM in Anchorage.  Did you just ask to
37 introduce ourselves? 
38
39                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Yes, I did. 
40 I apologize I didn't get that earlier on.  Go ahead,
41 Pippa.
42
43                 MS. KENNER:  Thank you, Madame Chair. 
44 This is Pippa Kenner, an anthropologist with OSM
45 sitting here in Anchorage.
46
47                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Anyone else.
48
49                 MS. CARROLL:  Madame Chair.  This is
50



EASTERN INTERIOR REGIONAL ADVISORY COUNCIL 2/7/2017

135 Christensen Dr., Ste. 2., Anch. AK 99501 Fax: 907-243-1473 Email: sahile@gci.net
Computer Matrix, LLC Phone: 907-243-0668

Page 12

1 Holly Carroll.  I'm the summer season Yukon area
2 management biologist for the Alaska Department of Fish
3 and Game.  I'm deferring to our Federal counterpart
4 Fred Bue there, but I will be online for questions
5 after his report.
6
7                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Thank you.
8
9                 Anyone else.

10
11                 MR. REAM:  Good morning, Madame Chair
12 and Council Members.  This is Joshua Ream.  I'm an
13 anthropologist with the Office of Subsistence
14 Management in Anchorage.
15
16                 Thank you.
17
18                 MS. PATTON:  Good morning, Madame
19 Chair.  This is Eva Patton with the Office of
20 Subsistence Management.  Good to hear all your voices
21 on teleconference this morning.
22
23                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Yes, it's
24 good to hear your voice too, Eva.  Anyone else online.
25
26                 MS. PITKA:  Good morning.  This is
27 Rhonda Pitka.  I'm just listening in.  Hi, everyone.
28
29                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Well, hi,
30 Rhonda, and congratulations on your appointment.  We
31 miss you already.
32
33                 MS. PITKA:  Thank you.  I miss you all
34 too.
35
36                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Okay.  It's
37 good to have someone from the Interior there.  Anyone
38 else.
39
40                 (No comments)
41
42                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Okay.  Is
43 there anyone else online who hasn't introduced
44 themselves.
45
46                 (No comments)
47
48                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Hearing none. 
49 Moving along.  We need to go to the minutes.  Has
50
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1 everyone read the minutes?  Virgil.
2
3                 MR. UMPHENOUR:  I've read our
4 voluminous minutes from the last meeting and I don't
5 find any discrepancies that I'm aware of, Madame Chair.
6  
7                 MR. BASSICH:  Motion to adopt the
8 minutes.
9

10                 MR. KOEHLER:  Second.
11
12                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Motion to
13 adopt and second.  All in favor say aye.
14
15                 IN UNISON:  Aye.
16
17                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Anyone
18 opposed.
19
20                 (No opposing votes)
21
22                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Okay. 
23 Council Members, we're going to have reports from your
24 area.  Let's start with Bill.
25
26                 MR. GLANZ:  Okay.  We're back to the
27 old problem in my area with the caribou management. 
28 Within about 10 miles around my home there was 300
29 caribou shot the first day of the season.  I had one
30 shot in my yard.  I had four or five of them shot in my
31 field behind my house and it was a slaughter.  They
32 were standing on the roads, they were standing in yards
33 and they were getting killed on the highway by cars.  
34
35                 It looked like a Confederate/Yankee
36 battlefield on top of Eagle Summit.  There was linings
37 of hunters and then there would be maybe a couple
38 hundred caribou come running up over the hill, run past
39 them and they were taking them.  A lot of them we found
40 wounded days afterward. It was a real mess.  Something
41 has to be done.
42
43                 I seen an Eagle proposal all about a
44 half mile zone.  Well, that don't work either.  About
45 five years ago we had the same thing, hundreds of them
46 on the road.  So they said we will have a  mile zone. 
47 That worked fine except the troopers come in with 17
48 caribou.  Here, you guys, we've got 17 caribou killed. 
49 We took them away from the people.  They were seven-
50
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1 eighths of a mile, half a mile.  
2
3                 The only thing that's going to work up
4 in our area that we could live with would be a drawing
5 hunt.  And the only way we could get a drawing hunt is
6 we have to get the House and the Senate of the State to
7 approve it.
8
9                 So I don't know what Jeff Gross and the

10 Feds are going to do, but it's a real, real mess. 
11 That's some of the major concerns we had.  We're
12 concerned and none of the locals even go out because we
13 don't like being shot.  
14
15                 Never happened to me, but a couple of
16 the locals took their friends out and one of them got a
17 round through his cowling of his snowmachine.  He don't
18 even know where it come from.  You see bullets skipping
19 around the ground.  It's just a hazardous mess and
20 they're all in our area.
21
22                 The first day they took 300, the next
23 day had 100 and some. When they got to 600 -- no, 587,
24 they shut it down because 600 was the maximum.  I
25 called Jeff Gross and I begged him, please don't have
26 it.  Oh, we've got 600 we can -- but, you know, if
27 you've got $6 in the bank and you go spend all six,
28 it's stupid.
29
30                 Every year we overharvest and we
31 finally get a year where maybe we could shut it down
32 for a while and get some surplus to replenish the herd. 
33 It ain't happening.  So if anybody has any fine ideas
34 sure let somebody know about it because something has
35 to be done.
36
37                 Other than that everything was good for
38 the moose season.  People got moose.  And the fish,
39 some people got some fish, not many, but they did get a
40 few salmon.
41
42                 So that concludes my whining.
43
44                 Thank you.
45
46                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Yeah, it's a
47 common problem when caribou and people hit the road.  I
48 was up on the Taylor the year before and saw the same
49 thing when they hit the road there.  It's
50
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1 mind-boggling.
2
3                 Okay.  We'll go to Andy next.
4
5                 MR. BASSICH:  Thank you, Madame Chair. 
6 Good to see everyone.  Sorry I missed the meeting in
7 Fort Yukon.  Looking at the minutes, it looked like it
8 was a really good meeting.  A lot of interaction with
9 the local people.  I think that's a great thing for the

10 Council and for management to hear.
11
12                 I have a couple concerns.  First of
13 all, I'd like to preface my comment here on fall chum
14 with the fact that I think that managers on the State
15 and Federal side are doing a great job with the salmon
16 management, both of chinook and fall chum.  I think
17 they're really getting good at doing surgical openings
18 and trying to get fish to people as much as they can. 
19 I'm going to continue to try and work with them to get
20 fish to local people.
21
22                 That being said, I think there's a real
23 issue that we need to start working with the managers
24 on fall chum.  We had one of the larger fall chum runs
25 this year and people up in my region didn't meet their
26 needs for fall chum.  Many of the people.  A lot of
27 that is due to the fact that even though the numbers
28 were strong they're harvested pretty heavily.  By the
29 time they got up to Eagle there were no pulses to fish. 
30 It was a steady trickle of fish.
31
32                 People in our region, one of the issues
33 that we have is that  everything happens in September. 
34 Garden harvesting.  We're a big community, a very
35 unusual community on the Yukon River where we do a lot
36 of agriculture for our subsistence too.  So garden
37 harvest always takes place in September.  Along with
38 that all of our moose hunting takes place in September. 
39 If the caribou are around, caribou hunting takes place. 
40
41
42                 Fall chum is absolutely critically
43 important to people around Eagle.  We're one of the 
44 last communities that is still very heavily into the
45 dog mushing. It's a cultural issue.  And fall chum is
46 really critical to the people from Eagle.
47
48                 When in years past we always had pulses
49 that we could fish,  so if you were very efficient
50
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1 operating a fishwheel, you could catch four or five
2 hundred fish a day, sometimes more.  This year very few
3 people ever caught more than 200, maybe 220 fish a day. 
4 So what that did is it protracted the fishing season
5 for some people up to almost 30 days of fishing and
6 still didn't get all the fish that they needed.  
7
8                 So we need to start working with
9 managers on some of their openings in Lower River.  I'm

10 looking forward to meeting and talking with some of the
11 fisheries managers in the off-time here and I think we
12 need to get a discussion going to try and figure out
13 some kind of a tool that managers can use to get a
14 pulse of salmon, fall chum salmon, up to Eagle.
15
16                 That's a real big concern and I'll
17 certainly stay in touch with the Council.  I think at
18 some point in time we need to address this as a
19 Council.  I don't really think we need to create a
20 regulation at this point in time.  I think we can just
21 work with managers and try to get some adjustments to
22 the management practices.
23
24                 The second thing was caribou.  The
25 caribou never showed up around Eagle this year.  That
26 created quite a hardship.  I didn't hear of a lot of
27 people getting any caribou and moose hunting was
28 relatively poor in the area too.  So not a lot of
29 protein in our community.
30
31                 Some people did fairly well on the king
32 salmon.  I'm not saying there was a high surplus or a
33 high harvest, but I think needs are being met through
34 some of the early openings.  The pre-pulse openings are
35 really helpful and I'm encouraged to see that continue.
36
37                 On the phone issue, one of the things
38 I'm noticing is our Council in the fall time is --
39 we're pushing our meeting times later and later back. 
40 Now I see we're projected to go into November.  It's
41 always been an issue for me to be able to attend those
42 meetings just because of the river freezing up and my
43 ability to get in and out and I understand that and I
44 understand that the world does not revolve around my
45 abilities to get in and out, but I think what I'd
46 really like to stress to OSM is that it's really
47 important if you're going to have these meetings and
48 Council members can't attend to make sure that there is
49 the ability to call in by teleconference.  
50



EASTERN INTERIOR REGIONAL ADVISORY COUNCIL 2/7/2017

135 Christensen Dr., Ste. 2., Anch. AK 99501 Fax: 907-243-1473 Email: sahile@gci.net
Computer Matrix, LLC Phone: 907-243-0668

Page 17

1                 I was a little bit frustrated at our
2 fall meeting in Fort Yukon that I couldn't participate. 
3 I wasn't able to get on a teleconference line or
4 anything.  I don't quite understand with the technology
5 that we have nowadays with Skype and a number of other
6 things why we can't make that happen.
7
8                 Anyway, it's something I'd really like
9 to see addressed because I can tell you right now I

10 won't be at the November meeting because that's right
11 when the river is freezing up.  I just can't get out. 
12 So I really hope that we can address this so that if we
13 do have it in Tanana that I'll be able to at least
14 listen in.
15
16                 Finally, an issue that I've been
17 talking about for a long, long time and Bill's comments
18 brings this up.  Whatever happened to the hunter ed
19 stuff that we've been talking about?  You know, at the
20 joint meeting, the all-Council meeting, we had kind of
21 outreach and we had some presentations there.  We had
22 people that could meet and talk about it.  I thought
23 there was going to be finally some action taking place. 
24 I can remember when Will wasn't even a Council member
25 and he was sitting in the audience.  We started
26 initiating let's get something done about hunter
27 education in the state of Alaska and get the Feds and
28 the State cooperatively working together to get a
29 message out to the public.  I see it's also on our
30 annual list of concerns.  We're going on -- how long
31 have you been a member, four years?
32
33                 MR. KOEHLER:  Uh-huh (affirmative).  
34
35                 MR. BASSICH:  So this is almost five
36 years now.  So when are we going to get something done. 
37 This needs to be talked about because we're going to
38 have things like what Bill's talking about happen. 
39 People are going to get hurt.  It's building a stronger
40 and stronger divide against people and we need to get
41 education going so that people can do the right thing. 
42 Because I don't think people want to do the wrong
43 thing.  They just don't know better.  
44
45                 So we really need to get a push on that
46 and I'm just going to keep being a broken record.  I've
47 offered my time.  I think there are other people that
48 are offering their time to do this.  Let's find some
49 money and start getting it done.  This is a really
50
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1 important issue to rural Alaskans and it's going to
2 create some real problems for us in the future and we
3 know that, so let's do something about it.
4
5                 So that's my whining.
6
7                 Thank you, Madame Chair.  
8
9                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Yeah.  I can

10 tell you that this has been happening probably since
11 the history of people and caribou and roads all at once
12 hunting.  It was a long time ago, it was a three-
13 caribou limit, in the Forty Mile country and this had
14 been happening.  I was down hunting the Nelchinas one
15 time and a lady did get shot getting -- with her own
16 gun getting out of the car.
17
18                 When volumes of caribou end up at the
19 road and everybody knows about it, it's a problem.  So
20 I'm not sure exactly what the solution is.  We can talk
21 about it later.
22
23                 Will.
24
25                 MR. KOEHLER:  Not much to report from
26 my region.  In my area there's not very much snow. 
27 There hasn't been very much snow in the last couple
28 winters.  I've only got about four inches out there
29 right now, so it makes it kind of hard to get around. 
30 But we have had a little bit more of a normal winter as
31 far as cold weather is concerned, so the ice has been a
32 little bit better than it has been the last couple
33 years.  A little bit safer to get around than in past
34 years.
35
36                 I do think the low snowfall of the last
37 three winters really seems to have benefitted our local
38 game populations, particularly our sheep and the moose. 
39 They're not bogged down in the snow and they're able to
40 get around really well.  My horses are doing really,
41 really well.  It's a pretty easy winter for game it
42 seems like and has been for the last several years.  
43
44                 No particular issues that I can bring
45 up that I can think of.
46
47                 Thank you.
48
49                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Lester.
50
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1                 MR. ERHART:  Not really too much going
2 around our area.  We had a pretty good fish fall chum
3 run, but, like Andy said, there was no pulse.  It was
4 just a steady stream where there was no big up or now
5 big down or anything.  Just steady in our area anyway. 
6 Everybody got what they needed.  We're a little low on
7 the moose population down there in our area though. 
8 Seemed to be a lot of wolves and stuff.
9

10                 Other than that everything is okay.  We
11 have no caribou problems because we don't got any.
12
13                 Okay.
14
15                 Thank you.
16
17                 (Laughter)  
18
19                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  No road to
20 intersect either, right?
21
22                 MR. ERHART:  No.  But we've got the
23 road to Tanana.
24
25                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Oh, okay. 
26 Donald.
27
28                 MR. WOODRUFF:  Thank you, Madame Chair. 
29 I'd like to welcome everyone here.  I know it's a bit
30 of a burden to come to the meetings over and over and
31 over.  It takes a lot of time out of our lifestyle, but
32 I think it's really important.  We can give input and
33 some of our history, especially Virgil, on these issues
34 because they're real important and they have long-
35 lasting effects and maybe they might last eternally.
36
37                 Our area seems to be moving along
38 pretty well.  I think I concur with Andy a little bit
39 about the chum.  I fished for 21 days straight, but I
40 had a fishing partner, so he got half the catch, so it
41 did take a little longer to meet my needs, but we all
42 got the fish we needed and our dogs were all happy.  We
43 eat some of the nicer chum.  I got to say that we had
44 one of the best runs of chum as far as quality ever
45 that I can remember.  I mean some of them looked just
46 like kings.  So I'm really happy about that.
47
48                 Of course, at the last meeting I
49 mentioned that we had some good success harvesting
50
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1 chinook.  The community didn't get but like three
2 moose, so that didn't really do us a lot of good and
3 the caribou aren't there and they aren't coming, so we
4 haven't had any issues with people shooting each other
5 because they aren't there like Lester says.
6
7                 But mostly I wanted to focus a little
8 bit on something that I learned at the all-Council
9 meeting and that's this long-term, looking forward, 10

10 years or whatever we can go for, as far as fisheries
11 management and fish and game management and have more
12 of a holistic ecological look at things.  The fact that
13 we harvest almost all of the extra salmon that come up
14 the river.  Well, what about the bears and the wolves
15 and the eagles and the baby salmon.  They have to eat
16 something.  If we're just maximum sustained harvest,
17 it's a problem.  It's a big problem in Canada
18 especially.
19
20                 Thank you, Madame Chair.   
21
22                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Virgil.
23
24                 MR. UMPHENOUR:  Thank you, Madame
25 Chair.  What Don just closed with is an important thing
26 because I know Hollis Twitchell, I guess he's still an
27 enforcement officer with the Refuge, but I remember
28 when I first got on the RAC he represented Denali
29 National Park.  Of course the biggest issue there is
30 the wolves and people getting to look at wolves when
31 they come up to visit Alaska.  
32
33                 Of course the wolf pack they were
34 talking about is the one Toklat River where we had
35 severe issues with not meeting escapement there in the
36 '90s.  Finally gave up on it, on the Toklat River fall
37 chum salmon escapement goal, and they even took it out
38 of the management plan because it was one of the index
39 streams for spawning escapement, for their spawning
40 escapement goals for the fall chum salmon.
41
42                 Anyway, I remember Hollis getting a
43 report for me because this was, you know, a big
44 concern, these Toklat River chums, and then the Toklat
45 River wolf pack, which is the one that gets along the
46 road there at the start of the Park.  But anyway Hollis
47 dug up this study where they had -- because they radio-
48 collared a whole bunch of those wolves.  So every time
49 they'd get the mortality signal on the radio collar the
50
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1 Park people would go out and try to find that wolf,
2 recover it, and then do an isotope analysis of the
3 bones to find out what the diet was of that wolf.
4
5                 I know one of the wolves over 40
6 percent of its diet was salmon and the average was in
7 excess of 20 percent, so those wolves ate lots of those
8 Toklat River fall chum salmon that we had a heck of a
9 time getting enough on the spawning grounds.

10
11                 So what you say is correct because if
12 the -- and we've had -- since I've been involved with
13 the fishery up here, which is a long time, we've had
14 years where we -- like the year 2000 for instance, but
15 we had a four-year run there where we didn't have
16 hardly any chum salmon come up the Yukon.  '98, '99,
17 2000, three years, and then there was absolutely no
18 commercial fishery in 2001, but we've had major
19 problems.
20
21                 Along with those problems we have low
22 survival of moose calves because what's the next
23 easiest thing to catch and eat if there's not enough
24 fish.
25
26                 MR. WOODRUFF:  Baby moose.
27
28                 MR. UMPHENOUR:  Baby moose.  So that is
29 a major problem as I see it.  But I have one issue that
30 might seem like it's not really our RAC's business, but
31 I think it is our RAC's business, and that's the Food
32 and Drug Administration and the DEC in Fish and Game. 
33
34                 I brought this up at our last meeting
35 and I consider the traditional culture of the fish
36 camps is primarily because our State DEC has severely
37 -- has put forth, formed a new regulation that was
38 effective on January of 2007, but they started
39 enforcing it in 2005, where the fishermen on the Yukon
40 River could not take the eggs out of the fish and sell
41 eggs and the fish separate.
42
43                 The big issue always in Upper River and
44 downriver arguments is over allocation and over
45 conservation.  When the Lower River gets overfished and
46 the Upper River has a hell of a time getting their
47 subsistence needs met because they caught too many fish
48 in the Lower River, whether king salmon or chum salmon,
49 it doesn't make any difference.  
50
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1                 Anyway, one of the biggest things that
2 the lower people say is, well, if we don't have a
3 commercial fishery we can't have subsistence because no
4 one is going to go to the fish camp if they can't make
5 any money going to the fish camp.  Well, that's what's
6 happened in the Upper River.
7
8                 So I'm going to give you the info on
9 what the alleged justification is.  The alleged

10 justification for the fishermen not being able to do
11 this is that the United States, this Food and Drug
12 Administration, has zero tolerance on listeria, which
13 is a germ.  Listeria is ubiquitous in the environment,
14 which means it's everywhere.  It occurs naturally on
15 salmon.  It occurs naturally on vegetables from your
16 garden.  It occurs naturally in dairy products and
17 there have been deaths from listeria in dairy products
18 in this country, but there's never been one case in
19 this country of anyone ever getting listeria from
20 seafood.
21
22                 I just found this report.  Actually
23 Stan Zuray found it for me because he's really good at
24 the computer.  So I told him, Stan, we've got to find
25 out what the tolerance is on listeria in the European
26 Union because I know that they allow listeria on smoked
27 salmon.  So Stan finds this report done by the European
28 Union where they just did a two-year study, completed a
29 two-year study, of 26 different countries in Europe
30 that are signatory to the European Union, which is what
31 Great Britain just pulled out of.  
32
33                 Anyway, so they went into supermarkets
34 in 26 different countries and they took smoked salmon
35 that was on the retail shelves in supermarkets and
36 examined it for listeria.  10.9 percent of the smoked
37 salmon in these grocery stores, supermarkets, had
38 listeria on them, 10.9 percent.  In the United States,
39 if they find one listeria germ, they make whoever
40 produced it issue a nationwide recall on the worldwide
41 web, or that's what the state of Alaska does, and
42 recall all that fish and destroy it.  
43
44                 Anyway, to go on, the study says,
45 however, even though 10.9 percent of the smoked salmon
46 in retail stores were contaminated, had listeria on
47 them, only 1.7 percent were considered contaminated
48 because it didn't have more than the maximum allowed by
49 European Union regulations, which is 100 germs or they
50
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1 call it bacteria, 100 bacteria per gram of smoked
2 salmon.
3
4                 Now, to put that into perspective,
5 there are 454 grams in a pound.  So 454 times 100 is
6 45,400 germs of listeria on one pound of smoked salmon,
7 whereas in the United States we're allowed zero or you
8 have to issue a recall.  There's a good reason why the
9 European Union has that and I know the Canadian

10 government, but I don't know how much they allow,
11 probably the same thing as European Union, but that's
12 what they allow.
13
14                 If you go to Sam's Club right now, you
15 cannot find any smoked salmon produced in Alaska.  You
16 can find some produced, of all places, Colorado, but
17 it's Chilean farmed salmon.  You can find smoked salmon
18 from Greece, which is Norway farmed salmon, and you can
19 also find smoked salmon from Chili also over in Sam's
20 Club, but none from Alaska.
21
22                 So I reported this to DEC about Sam's
23 Club not having salmon properly labeled, so they didn't
24 do nothing about it.  I said why aren't you going to do
25 anything about it and the answer was because it wasn't
26 processed in Alaska we have no authority.  I says,
27 yeah, but it's being sold in Alaska to the public.  She
28 says, well, we don't have no authority.
29
30                 Anyway, I'm just bringing this up
31 because maybe it would be good for the Fish and
32 Wildlife Service to ask the Food and Drug why the hell
33 do we have this stupid damn regulation and maybe here's
34 the reason or the answer why we've had people get sick
35 from cottage cheese, from other soft cheeses, and from
36 vegetables, but never any from seafood.  
37
38                 Maybe what it is is there's no database
39 for the genetics of the kind of listeria found on fish. 
40 It's a different strain of listeria than the ones found
41 on cheese and vegetables because I know they've never
42 done -- and some of us sitting in this room understand
43 this, but a lot of us it might be new, and that's the
44 people that have been involved in the fisheries on the
45 genetic data baseline that we have for both chinook
46 salmon and chum salmon on the Yukon River.  We have
47 maybe the best baseline of data for the genetics of any
48 other fish stocks on earth.  But it takes 200 samples
49 from a specific population to identify a strain of fish
50
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1 or a discreet population.
2
3                 I'm almost done, Sue.  So maybe someone
4 should bring this issue up.  It wouldn't surprise me if
5 the reason why no one has ever got sick from listeria
6 on seafood is because it's not harmful to humans.  I
7 know that the European Union recognizes the only people
8 it's harmful to is people on their deathbed from AIDS. 
9 That's the only people it's really harmful to or super,

10 super unhealthy women that are pregnant that shouldn't
11 have got pregnant in the first place because they're on
12 their deathbed.  I'm serious.  That's who it affects. 
13 Normal people it doesn't affect.
14
15                 Anyway, enough on the listeria.  So
16 that's the justification DEC uses to destroy fish camps
17 and the culture of fish camps.  It's totally absurd. 
18 But maybe someone needs to read this transcript of what
19 I just said that has a little bit of horsepower in Fish
20 and Wildlife Service and raise holy hell with 
21 the FDA.  That's the Food and Drug Administration of
22 our country.
23
24                 Okay.  I'm just going to relay a real
25 short story about the caribou.  The first time I went
26 caribou hunting was up the Taylor Highway in 1971.  The
27 limit was three caribou.  The season started on the
28 10th of August and ended the last day of March.  Then,
29 after that hunting season though it got closed for
30 three years, totally closed.  
31
32                 But I had an experience similar to what
33 Bill was talking about, but I had gotten up over this
34 hill on the road and the way I got up there was I took
35 10 bags of sand with me and it was snowing, so no one
36 could get up this steep hill just the other side of
37 Chicken.  I got out and made me two little trails for
38 my tires and I made it over this hill.  Lo and behold
39 there was a clearing down in the valley on the other
40 side and there was a couple hundred caribou out there.
41
42                 So I parked.  Myself and my hunting
43 partner got out and we started sneaking over where we
44 could get a good shot and kill us a caribou and then
45 these other people followed my trail up over the hill. 
46 We're over kind of on the edge of this big field trying
47 to sneak up on these caribou and these people started
48 shooting from the road at about five or six hundred
49 yards away.
50
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1                 A whole bunch of them were military.  I
2 think they were mostly Air Force and they had their
3 M16s with them and they stampeded those caribou past us
4 and it was like one of those old western movies where
5 there's a cattle stampede and you have to hide before
6 the cows run over you and squash you.  But we got
7 behind some trees and had to hide, bullets going over
8 our head.
9

10                 But that was my experience.  Then
11 afterwards we followed those caribou up into the trees
12 and up this hill and there was, like I said, a little
13 bit of fresh snow.  Anyway, we found three wounded
14 caribou and we finished them off and that was our
15 caribou. 
16
17                 I think I'm done.
18
19                 Thank you, Madame Chair.  
20
21                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  That was the
22 short version?  I'm going to try to do a short version. 
23 Well, Andrew's not here and he'll give his report when
24 he arrives.  He actually went to the Federal Board for
25 us in early January I think it was, so he can tell us
26 what happened there because they actually had a Chairs
27 meeting also.
28
29                 I think we should probably talk a
30 little bit about the special action request because I
31 think I brought it up the last meeting.  It's something
32 that maybe needs a little more information in the OSM
33 office before it actually gets done because there was
34 that one I mentioned to you guys on sheep, to have
35 sheep as a proxy hunt in the Wrangells.  
36
37                 Katya was new then and our committee
38 didn't really know about it until I saw the end result,
39 which it was denied.  So it was real important that our
40 local Park Service person, Barbara, was able to get
41 some more information on that.  
42
43                 So it seems like it could happen too
44 quick and the wrong things happen for the wrong reasons
45 and that's a concern of mine.  I always attend the
46 Upper Tanana Forty Mile AC meetings and I have their
47 report here, the minutes from their last meeting on the
48 Board of Game proposals.
49
50
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1                 I have to share probably all my life in
2 this country when I first saw somebody waste meat in
3 the field my concern about hunter education and proper
4 care of meat and respect in the field of other hunters. 
5 Yeah, I'm with you, Andy.  I think it was longer than
6 four years even that we talked about it here.
7
8                 I'd also like to tie it into -- you
9 know, I would like to see us talk with the Native

10 villages and have hunters understand that Native people
11 eat things that non-Native people don't and maybe
12 there's a way of sharing that.  Because in Mentasta, I
13 mean to have a moose head or a stomach, that's real
14 important to have and those are the kinds of things I
15 like to bring to people and let them use it the way
16 they use it and help them eat it because it is good.  I
17 would fix it differently than they do.
18
19                 But still it's something that I think
20 should be -- the State and the Feds and OSM and
21 everybody should be talking about these kinds of things
22 and working together so there's more respect of each
23 other.  Something I've probably harped on for 30 years,
24 but I haven't figured out how to get it done.  So any
25 help from Staff would be awesome.
26
27                 We too had low snow, but we finally got
28 a little bit the end of December.  I wasn't able to get
29 out on my trapline until recently because I had knee
30 surgery, but it's more of a normal winter like you
31 said, Will.
32
33                 I wanted to report the SRC for the
34 Wrangells did not meet before this meeting and we're
35 meeting after this meeting, March 1st or the 2nd in
36 Mentasta.  I want to report that I had the opportunity
37 to go hunting for myself this year for sheep.  So that
38 was just awesome.  And I got a sheep.  I had a young
39 lady go with me that I took twice and it just was nice
40 to get out for me once and partake in something I
41 dearly love to do.  
42
43                 In the future I plan to -- I had taken
44 a young girl from Mentasta out two years ago and she
45 has an injury in her foot and couldn't go.  She can't
46 wait to go out again.  So my thing in the future is to
47 take kids out and share that kind of thing.
48
49                 I also wanted to report there's a
50
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1 Thinhorn Sheep Summit going to be in Anchorage April
2 10th through the 12th.  The organization Wild Sheep
3 Foundation is holding this summit.  They had one before
4 two years ago and they're going to -- actually it was
5 two and a half years ago I think.  It's going to be in
6 Anchorage April 10th through the 12th.  If anybody is
7 interested about that agenda, I can provide that later. 
8 So this is coming from all over, the Thinhorn.  It's
9 Canada and America.

10
11                 I'm proud of my son.  He got 25 wolves
12 this year.  He's out there after it, getting them. 
13 That really does help a lot and people need to know how
14 much taking a few wolves helps the people because more
15 of the people in Mentasta are getting moose now.
16
17                 So that's my short version.  Virgil,
18 can you explain this.  Your writing is not.....
19
20                 MR. UMPHENOUR:  The Sheep Foundation is
21 having a presentation Thursday night here in Fairbanks
22 and it's a film festival they're calling it.  That's
23 the only thing I know about it, but it's here in
24 Fairbanks Thursday night.
25
26                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Andy.
27
28                 MR. BASSICH:  Yeah, I'm going to go
29 back real briefly, if you can indulge me for just a
30 minute, on the hunter education.  I've been thinking
31 about this a lot.  We had a good start about the time
32 Will came on and I believe there was a woman by the
33 name of Andrea or Melinda Hernandez or something out of
34 OSM.
35
36                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Melinda is
37 gone.
38
39                 MR. BASSICH:  Yeah.  But she came and
40 we kind of got started drafting some outlines on what
41 we might be able to do and I think we need to get back
42 to that.  But what I'd like to suggest to our Council
43 is I'd like to have this as an agenda item on every
44 meeting where we can spend a few minutes and just talk
45 about it. Then it keeps it fresh, it keeps it on OSM's
46 radar and hopefully maybe we can do some of the
47 groundwork here to help jumpstart something like this.
48
49                 But I see this -- I've thought about
50
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1 this a lot.  The only way this is going to work is it
2 has to be a joint Federal project that involves local
3 people.  We need to get some kind of a committee
4 together statewide that's willing to start doing some
5 groundwork and setting it up and there's a lot of great
6 ideas.  It just needs to get started and recognized.  
7
8                 Once it starts I think the momentum
9 will carry it, but I think the best way we can keep it

10 fresh and make sure that it's addressed at every
11 meeting is to put it as an agenda item on our agenda. 
12 We don't have to spend a lot of time at it, but I do
13 think that if it's talked about.....
14
15                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  That's a good
16 idea.  We'll keep it on our agenda.  Anyone opposed?
17
18                 (No opposition)
19
20                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  And then the
21 other thing that we -- we might need a motion to do
22 this.  We might want to just do an open letter to the
23 State requesting that we start something in a joint
24 effort.  So let's think about that and then you guys
25 can bring something to it.  I think it would be a
26 simple thing to do. Do you want to cover it right now? 
27 Just have an open invitation to the State to have a
28 joint effort.  
29
30                 Andy. 
31
32                 MR. BASSICH:  I think maybe if we're
33 going to do that it would probably be worth spending a
34 few minutes maybe at lunch time or a break and just get
35 some general outline thoughts on what we'd want to say
36 and then we're not going to spend a lot of time.....
37
38                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  I'll assign
39 you to do that.
40
41                 MR. BASSICH:   I'd be happy to do that,
42 yeah.  And some people from the different agencies or
43 whatever would be helpful.
44
45                 Thank you.
46
47                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Yeah.  We
48 need somebody from OSM and somebody from the State.  I
49 see Jill Klein there and I see Carl that I could say it
50
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1 would be great to go to lunch with you.
2
3                 Okay.  Virgil.
4
5                 MR. UMPHENOUR:  Okay.  And while we're
6 at it I think that I -- well, not me personally but my
7 employees -- because I'm out hunting in September, but
8 I'm back after that.  But we see more meat that's been
9 -- you know, hunters have taken and they bring it in

10 and some of it is in excellent condition and some of it
11 is in horrible condition, you know, because we process
12 for the public.  And the Fairbanks AC has done this as
13 far as closures and et cetera on the military land that
14 a lot of the people in the area hunt on, would be to
15 invite for sure the commander of Eielson and Fort
16 Wainwright or their representative.  
17
18                 I don't know so much about Eielson, but
19 I know Fort Wainwright has a division that puts on
20 hunter safety and they have hunter safety requirements
21 down on their land for the military -- well, for
22 anyone.  To hunt on their land you have to go through
23 their hunter safety course.  But to have them
24 participate in this process so that they can put maybe
25 the meat care a little more emphasis on it because they
26 don't put enough emphasis on it judging from some of
27 the stuff I see people bring in.
28
29                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  You need to
30 meet with Andy.
31
32                 MR. UMPHENOUR:  But invite those people
33 as well and maybe being Jill sitting back there invite
34 the people from Joint Base Elmendorf/Richardson to
35 participate as well.  But the military should be
36 involved in this and I know at our AC we've had
37 actually the post commander from Fort Wainwright come
38 to our AC meetings with his representatives and they
39 work very well with our AC as far as trying to make
40 sure that they have good relations with us.
41
42                 And that they are very responsible
43 about making sure that they don't close down for
44 training and try to reschedule training, et cetera,
45 around our hunting seasons.  So they're very conscious
46 of that, both at Eielson and Fort Wainwright, so I know
47 they would participate in this as well.  So we should
48 make sure they get included.
49
50
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1                 Madame Chair.
2
3                 MR. BASSICH:  I'd like to offer a
4 motion that we adopt hunter education as a regular
5 agenda item at the Eastern Interior RAC meetings.
6
7                 MR. WOODRUFF:  Second.
8
9                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Any other

10 discussion.
11
12                 (No comments)
13
14                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  All in favor.
15
16                 IN UNISON:  Aye.
17
18                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Anyone
19 opposed.
20
21                 (No opposing votes)
22
23                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Motion
24 passes.  Before I lose my train of thought, you need to
25 go and meet with them this afternoon.
26
27                 MR. JOHNSON:  Yes, Madame Chair.  Thank
28 you.  I thought I'd bring some background information
29 to benefit the Council on this particular subject.  So
30 following the all-Council meeting and getting some new
31 Staff on board and all that, three of our coordinators
32 actually have been working on a framework for
33 developing a pilot hunter education program.  The idea
34 has been presented to Gene Peltola, our Assistant
35 Regional Director, and he's given the green light.  
36
37                 The plan for rolling out is since this
38 is on the Council's annual report, the Federal
39 Subsistence Board reply is going to give some
40 background information of the work that's been done on
41 this and let you know that it's going to be on your
42 fall agenda with a presentation on the kind of
43 framework that we're thinking of.  
44
45                 Specifically, I had to bring it up
46 because it ties into the subject you're all just
47 talking about where our pilot program we're
48 contemplating is with military installations Eielson
49 and Wainwright to kind of test the grounds and see how
50
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1 it works and all that.  
2
3                 So I just thought you'd be pleased to
4 know there actually has been something going on and
5 you'll get an actual response from the Board on it and
6 a presentation at your fall meeting.
7
8                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Andy.
9

10                 MR. BASSICH:  Yeah, that's encouraging. 
11 I think that's a great start.  I guess the question I
12 would have is -- I hear that you're saying your Staff
13 is working on it, but has there been any involvement
14 from users in the development?  Because the way you
15 communicate interoffice to each other is very different
16 to the way that we communicate with each other out in
17 where we live.
18
19                 So for it to be effective it's going to
20 have to incorporate the ability to communicate to
21 Native people and their culture as well as urban people
22 and their culture and their way of thinking, which is
23 probably a little more along the lines of what you're
24 used to dealing with within your office.  And if that
25 isn't accomplished, it won't be effective.  That is the
26 most important aspect of communication and that's why
27 we have the issues that we have, is because we
28 communicate differently.  
29
30                 It would be like you and me going to
31 Russia and trying to talk to people when we start
32 talking about what game and fish means to us who live
33 in the Bush and what it means to people who live in
34 Anchorage, Fairbanks.  I'm not picking on anybody, I'm
35 just saying urban versus rural.  So that's something
36 that's really important.
37
38                 MR. JOHNSON:  Through the Chair.  That
39 has been part of the discussion, is having a multi-
40 stakeholder group that's involved in creating the
41 materials.  You'll get more detail later, but I just
42 wanted to let you know that something is actually being
43 done and getting ready to present to you kind of the
44 framework.
45
46                 MR. BASSICH:  Super.
47
48                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  More input.
49
50
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1                 MR. BAYLESS:  I'll follow suit with
2 what Carl said and through the Chair.
3
4                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Just identify
5 yourself.
6
7                 MR. BAYLESS:  Shawn Bayless, Refuge
8 Manager of Tetlin. Mr. Bassich, in the fall meeting I
9 sent my biologist and my new educator -- we have an

10 environmental educator, his name is Tim Lorenzini. 
11 I've been thinking about this exact same thing since I
12 got to Tetlin three years ago.  When I was finally able
13 to hire Tim, one of his chief marching orders is, in
14 fact, not only hunter safety but also a trapping
15 workshop.
16
17                 So he started off with a trapping
18 workshop this fall, early fall.  We had one at our
19 Refuge there.  It was well attended.  It was
20 collaborative with Alaska Trappers Association and Fish
21 and Game.  He has developed a hunter safety program
22 now.  He hasn't taught it yet. In fact, next week he is
23 teaching it here in Fairbanks with the trainer, so
24 he'll become a certified hunter safety trainer.  
25
26                 So his goal and his mission is to
27 provide hunter safety and trapping workshops four or
28 five times a year throughout my little area of
29 influence, which includes Eagle, Mentasta, Tanacross,
30 Dot Lake, Tetlin and Northway as well as Tok.  So
31 that's what he's going to be doing.  He's going to be
32 busy doing that and traveling a lot, so you'll probably
33 see him up in Eagle I would guess soon.
34
35                 MR. BASSICH:  What's his name?
36
37                 MR. BAYLESS:  Tim Lorenzini.  He's a
38 very dynamic young man.  We got him from Galena.  He
39 was an educator there for five years, high school
40 educator.  Spent time in the Marines.  Very outspoken
41 and well-spoken.  So you'll see his face up there soon. 
42 But I thought I'd better let you know even though you
43 were at the fall meeting.  He talked about it when he
44 was there.  Perhaps you all recall seeing Tim and Nate. 
45 But just a real brief presentation when he was there. 
46 This is who I am and this is what I'm going to do and
47 that's what he is going to do.
48
49                 MR. BASSICH:  Thank you.
50
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1                 MR. BAYLESS:  You're welcome.
2
3                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Thanks,
4 Shawn.  I just want to say in the early years in the
5 State hunting I did see a lot of meat abuse and a lot
6 of times it was -- I'm not picking on them, but it was
7 military.  I was hunting with a friend, a neighbor, and
8 this person was in the military and he could not
9 believe what he was hearing from me.  

10
11                 He said when they came to Alaska they
12 were trained about how to take care of things and the
13 thought then, this is 20 years ago, that that training
14 ceased that they gave the military guys when they got
15 here to talk about, you know, game regulations and care
16 of meat and all that because there's a lot of things
17 that -- the concept that we know of it isn't there.
18
19                 So that point means that they need to
20 be included, probably somebody from the Anchorage -- I
21 don't know, somebody that's over the whole state.  I
22 would like to know if that still exists, the training
23 for hunter safety and care of meat with the military
24 people and they would have to be included in this.
25
26                 I do remember Shawn saying about how
27 you had this one person in Tetlin Refuge -- I don't
28 know how long ago this was.  Susan Matthews out west
29 somewhere they had an egging problem with the geese out
30 there and she ended up doing in their Refuge a nice
31 hunter safety thing or a hunter education with the
32 people out there and they got the egging under control
33 and she was really excited that it really made a
34 difference of not overharvesting.
35
36                 So there's a lot of things I guess can
37 be done in each one of these individual Refuges and
38 Parks probably too.  Okay.  As my friend always said,
39 moving rapidly along.  We are now under 9, public and
40 tribal comments on non-agenda items.  Anyone in the
41 audience or online.
42
43                 (No comments)
44
45                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Hearing none. 
46 Do you want to get started on old business or have a
47 break?  We'll have a short break, 10 minutes.  Be back
48 at 10:30.
49
50



EASTERN INTERIOR REGIONAL ADVISORY COUNCIL 2/7/2017

135 Christensen Dr., Ste. 2., Anch. AK 99501 Fax: 907-243-1473 Email: sahile@gci.net
Computer Matrix, LLC Phone: 907-243-0668

Page 34

1                 (Off record)
2
3                 (On record)
4
5                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Okay, guys. 
6 The next thing on the agenda is new business (a) call
7 for Federal wildlife proposals. Katya has a report.
8
9                 MS. WESSELS:  So, okay, this year, as

10 you know, we did not issue so far the call for the
11 wildlife proposals.  It's because we had an order not
12 to publish any new notice in the Federal Register, but
13 that's okay.  We still can discuss the wildlife
14 proposals that you would like to put forward and vote
15 on them. When we get the new call for wildlife
16 proposals published, that's when those proposals can be
17 submitted officially, but this way, if you discuss them
18 today, we'll have them on the record, all the
19 discussions, and we'll have time to formulate the
20 proposals correctly with the wildlife biologist and
21 we'll have your vote recorded.  
22
23                 There shouldn't be any worry about that
24 because it's just a change to the new administration. 
25 A similar thing happened when the Obama administration
26 came.  So please start your discussions about the
27 wildlife proposals that you would like to put forward.
28
29                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Thank you. 
30 Okay.  Board members, do we have any proposals that you
31 would like to put forward.  Will.
32
33                 MR. KOEHLER:  I remember talking to --
34 I brought it up at I think maybe our last spring
35 meeting -- no, I wasn't here for that, so it would have
36 been last fall.  Folks over in McCarthy wanting to
37 extend the winter moose hunt there.  And I have some
38 details on it I know in my email, but I just need to
39 dig it up, so could I.....
40
41                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Well, it did
42 pass.
43
44                 MR. KOEHLER:  We finished that?  We did
45 that proposal?
46
47                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  That proposal
48 went before the Board in my opin -- I mean as an SRC
49 member.....
50
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1                 MR. KOEHLER:  I couldn't remember
2 if.....
3
4                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  It did pass.
5
6                 MR. KOEHLER:  .....we dealt with that
7 or not.
8
9                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Yeah. 

10 Barbara, am I remembering it right.  I'm starting to
11 test my mind.
12
13                 MS. CELLARIUS:  Thank you, Madame
14 Chair.  For the record, Barbara Cellarius, subsistence
15 coordinator for Wrangell/St. Elias National Park and
16 Preserve.  It was, I think, three years ago the Federal
17 Subsistence Board established a winter hunt for moose
18 and it's kind of south of the Chitina River.  Are you
19 talking about changing the dates for the existing hunt? 
20 So there is an existing hunt, but I've also heard that
21 there might be some interest in changing the dates.
22
23                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Okay, Will. 
24 I didn't realize that was your plan.  Do you have
25 dates?
26
27                 MR. KOEHLER:  I do here.  I was kind of
28 caught off guard.  I'm not quite prepared right now.  I
29 do have it in writing here. I just need to dig it up on
30 my email.  But what the concern was was the winter
31 moose season that was established was hard for the
32 local people to use the season because it was in
33 November and there wasn't enough ice to safely get
34 around, enough snow and particularly ice.  
35
36                 The concern that the managers had over
37 having a later season was they thought that they might
38 be taking more bulls and it was an antlerless hunt. 
39 They did not want to take as many bulls.  This is as my
40 memory serves me, so I might not be accurate on this.  
41
42                 The local people that I was talking to,
43 their observation was that most of those bulls are
44 still hanging on to their antlers later into the
45 season.  So they thought that a later season would be
46 more useful to them because they could actually safely
47 get out.  I will dig up the information that I have for
48 it here as quick as I can.
49
50
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1                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Yeah.  I
2 think if I understand it correctly, that's in the Park
3 part and you can't use an aircraft to get there, so you
4 need to have some way to get there.
5
6                 Barbara, you have some more input?  Is
7 there a proposal before -- are we going to.....
8
9                 MS. CELLARIUS:  This is your

10 opportunity to develop proposals.
11
12                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Right.  But
13 do you know of any?
14
15                 MS. CELLARIUS:  I have not specifically
16 heard that anyone is submitting a proposal, but I have
17 heard concerns about the season dates and it is an any
18 bull hunt.  It's not an antlerless hunt.  It's an any
19 bull hunt just to clarify for the record.
20
21                 MR. KOEHLER:  I found it.
22
23                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Go for it. 
24 Thank you, Barbara.
25
26                 MR. KOEHLER:  This is an email that I
27 got from Keith and Laurie Rowland.  They live in
28 McCarthy year round and this is what they wrote me when
29 I asked them what their concerns were.
30
31                 Hi, Will.  Yes, we would like to see a
32 regulation change for the Unit 11 subsistence winter
33 moose hunt FM1107.  I think the simplest idea is to
34 extend it one month, November 20th to January 20th
35 instead of November 20th to December 20th.  This hunt
36 has been open two years now with no moose taken as far
37 as I know.  The hunt area was specifically chosen to
38 target moose away from the road system.  A lot of the
39 area is in the hard Park.  The problem is that there is
40 rarely enough snow or river ice to travel to the hunt
41 area by December 20th.  Another month would give more
42 time for conditions to be suitable for cross-country
43 travel to the hunt area while many bulls still have
44 their antlers.  That's all that's pertinent to that
45 email.
46
47                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  So did I hear
48 a motion.
49
50
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1                 MR. KOEHLER:  I would make a motion
2 that we put in a proposal to the Board to extend FM1107
3 to January 20th referencing the record reading this
4 email from a local user.
5
6                 MR. BASSICH:  Seconded.
7
8                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Okay. 
9 Discussion.  Andy.  

10
11                 MR. BASSICH:  Yeah, I think actually
12 this brings up a good point and that is that climate
13 change is really affecting animal behaviors some and
14 certainly to a much greater extent it's affecting how
15 and when people in Alaska can get out and hunt
16 traditionally.  So this might be something that might
17 end up having to happen to quite a few regulations over
18 the next five or ten years.
19
20                 I'm very much in support of this
21 because I think the entire purpose of this originally
22 was to help those that were not successful in an early
23 fall hunt and to help them get protein into their diet
24 at a later time.  So it's very good for local people. 
25 It's very good for Federally-qualified people and I
26 would be very supportive of it.
27
28                 It just makes sense and that's what
29 we're here to do.  Hopefully this Council can bring
30 common sense to some of the bureaucratic process that
31 takes place and that's not a negative comment.  That's
32 just the facts of life in the world we live in, so it's
33 up to us to bring a little bit of what makes sense into
34 the process.
35
36                 Thank you, Madame Chair.  
37
38                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Common sense. 
39 Two of my favorite words.
40
41                 Will.
42
43                 MR. KOEHLER:  I guess a question would
44 be how much of Unit 11 is actually in our Eastern
45 Interior Region and can we actually put in a proposal? 
46
47                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Yes, we can
48 because it's a crossover proposal and C&Ts are in that
49 area.
50
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1                 MR. KOEHLER:  Right.  Okay.  Thank you.
2
3                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  It does get
4 complicated sometimes.  I think it's okay because I
5 know the C&Ts are for Unit 11 for other species, but
6 some of it's north of the Sanford River for Unit 12. 
7 Some of it.  It's very complicated.  Why they ever did
8 species by species is beyond me.  It should have been
9 all one at once and then there wouldn't be all this

10 complication.  Nothing negative, but job security.  I
11 mean there's a lot of work goes on to do all this.
12
13                 It doesn't hurt for us to put a
14 proposal in.  I wanted to add that what else
15 complicates that area -- I'm on the SRC, so it was our
16 SRC I think that promoted that first proposal and some
17 of the people that live down there do have airplanes
18 and they cannot access it until there's access across
19 the river because aircraft access is not allowed.  So
20 doing it in a time of year that they can get across the
21 river might give an opportunity.  And I doubt there's
22 going to be a ton of people utilizing it.
23
24                 Did you have some more, Donald.  Go
25 ahead.
26
27                 MR. WOODRUFF:  Maybe I can defer to
28 Virgil on the answer to this question, but what is the
29 likelihood of these bulls not having racks through the
30 month of January, do you know?
31
32                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  I can tell
33 you that young bulls can hold them until March.  Old
34 bulls dump them early.  So it could be that whenever we
35 discuss it as an SRC, we might want to change it to
36 something else, but, yeah, it's definitely going to hit
37 the young bulls.  Right, Virgil?
38
39                 Lisa.
40                            
41                 MS. MAAS:  I just wanted to -- Lisa
42 Maas with OSM for the record.  I just wanted to clarify
43 that it is an any bull hunt, so it shouldn't matter if
44 they have antlers or not when you extend the season.
45
46                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  So if you
47 find the genitals or whatever.....
48
49                 MS. MAAS:  Yeah.
50
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1                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  .....it's
2 still a legal animal.
3
4                 MS. MAAS:  Yeah.  It's just the early
5 September hunt that they have to have antlers, but in
6 the winter hunt it can be any bull. 
7
8                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Barbara, do
9 you have something to add.

10
11                 MS. CELLARIUS:  That's what I was going
12 to say, is that it's any bull.  I have a handout on the
13 hunt.  I give the handout to every hunter who gets a
14 copy who gets this particular permit.  You know, it
15 reminds them that if it doesn't have antlers, they need
16 to be very careful to make sure it's a bull before they
17 shoot.
18
19                 MR. WOODRUFF:  I have a question.
20
21                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Donald.
22
23                 MR. WOODRUFF:  Thank you, Madame Chair. 
24 What's the estimated harvest for that time of year for
25 that area?  I don't really necessarily want to see
26 everybody in Fairbanks with airplanes going there.
27
28                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  They can't. 
29 It's a Park and you got to have C&T.  It's pretty
30 limited. 
31
32                 MS. CELLARIUS:  So this is a Federal
33 hunt only.  It's not a State hunt.  Much, but not all
34 of the land, in the hunt area is designated as National
35 Park, so you can't use aircraft for access. 
36
37                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Right.
38
39                 MS. CELLARIUS:  And I think we actually
40 this year we had one bull harvested.  The first two
41 years of the hunt there was no harvest.
42
43                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  What date was
44 that animal killed?
45
46                 MS. CELLARIUS:  I would have to look
47 that up.  I can't tell you off the top of my head.  The
48 fact that they're.....
49
50
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1                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  So somebody
2 got across the river.
3
4                 MS. CELLARIUS:  Well, you can also get
5 -- there's a section of it that's just across the
6 Nizina in the Preserve over by May Creek and Dan Creek. 
7 Sometimes it's easier to cross the Nizina than it is to
8 cross the Chitina.
9

10                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Right.  Was
11 it killed on that opposite side then?
12
13                 MS. CELLARIUS:  I don't remember the
14 details of the harvest report.  I just remember that we
15 did have one.
16
17                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  This is the
18 third year, right?
19
20                 MS. CELLARIUS:  Yes.
21
22                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  So in all of
23 the years only one?
24
25                 MS. CELLARIUS:  Yes.
26
27                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Yeah.  I'm
28 familiar with the area. That's a big river, the
29 Chitina.
30
31                 MS. CELLARIUS:  And we've had a couple
32 of warm winters.
33
34                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Exactly.
35
36                 MS. CELLARIUS:  I'm not surprised to
37 hear the concern because I think the access has been
38 difficult for this hunt.  We discussed the dates when
39 the hunt was first established and we decided to just
40 go ahead.  The SRC discussed the dates and the SRC
41 member who put in the original proposal decided to put
42 the proposal in, see what happens knowing that it could
43 be adjusted if it needed to be adjusted.  That's kind
44 of how the Federal process works.
45
46                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  So we won't
47 have to go through all of the stuff now.  It's a
48 proposal.  And given that the SRC meets March 1st we
49 will be discussing this.
50
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1                 MR. WOODRUFF:  I think it's a good
2 proposal.
3
4                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Okay.  Will.
5
6                 MR. KOEHLER:  I would consider with the
7 very low harvest and knowing the people in the area, as
8 you and I both do, you know, even if it was -- I would
9 consider extending the dates out even further like into

10 February because.....
11
12                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  It's so
13 bloody cold.
14
15                 MR. KOEHLER:  .....there is so few
16 people that are going to utilize this even if they can.
17
18                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Uh-huh. 
19
20                 MR. KOEHLER:  So I don't see a
21 conservation issue  developing from this hunt.
22
23                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Right. 
24 Again.....
25
26                 MR. KOEHLER:  So possibly putting the
27 dates out further when you're at the SRC maybe.
28
29                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Okay.  I'm
30 sure it will be discussed.  Having to butcher an animal
31 at zero once, I can tell you it's a very avid person
32 that wants to go out there and start shooting moose and
33 butchering it in cold temperatures like that.
34
35                 MR. KOEHLER:  It makes you go fast.
36
37                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Yeah.  And
38 lots of gloves.  Okay. It's a proposal.  The motion
39 before us is to extend the season another month for
40 that hunt.  Read the numbers again.  It's a Federal
41 hunt, subsistence only.
42
43                 MR. KOEHLER:  Extending the subsistence
44 winter moose hunt in Unit 11, Hunt No. FM1107, season
45 to January 20th.
46
47                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Does everyone
48 understand the proposal and the motion.
49
50
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1                 (Council nods affirmatively)
2
3                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  All in favor.
4
5                 IN UNISON:  Aye.
6
7                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Anyone
8 opposed.
9

10                 (No opposing votes)
11
12                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  The motion
13 passes for that proposal on the Hunt FM1107.  Any other
14 proposals by the Council.
15
16                 MR. UMPHENOUR:  I have a question
17
18                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  You have a
19 question.  Go ahead, Virgil.
20
21                 MR. UMPHENOUR:  I don't think we have
22 anyone here that can answer the question, but I'll ask
23 it anyway. This would be a question of Staff.  Both the
24 Park Service and the Refuge Service have passed those
25 rules that we did lots of discussion and comment on on
26 shortening the wolf and coyote season and on not
27 allowing bear baiting for grizzly bears or brown bears
28 and on a definition of bait for black bears.
29
30                 So beings they passed this regulation,
31 my question is can the Federal Subsistence Board pass a
32 regulation where they could do what the rules
33 circumvented or changed.  That's the question.  Can the
34 Federal Subsistence Board pass a regulation that.....
35
36                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Would
37 circumvent the rule?
38
39                 MR. UMPHENOUR:  ......is -- would be
40 the opposite or that would circumvent the rule that the
41 Park Service and the Refuge Service passed through
42 their process?  That's the question.
43
44                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  I bet you
45 already know the answer Virgil.
46
47                 MR. UMPHENOUR:  Well, I think I know
48 the answer, but I don't think there's anyone in this
49 room with the horsepower to answer the question.  I
50
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1 don't know whether there is or not.
2
3                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Federal rules
4 are pretty final.
5
6                 MR. JOHNSON:  Madame Chair, Carl
7 Johnson.  I'll be happy to put the bull's-eye on myself
8 for this one.
9

10                 (Laughter)
11
12                 MR. JOHNSON:  So both of those final
13 rules addressed how State regulations would be -- would
14 not be allowed -- certain State regulations would not
15 be allowed under Park Service or Refuge lands.  I know
16 for sure Refuges, when they were doing their public
17 outreach, were adamant in saying that this would not
18 affect Federal subsistence regulations.
19
20                 So my suggestion to the Council is if
21 you have a proposal you would like to submit, now is
22 the time to have a discussion on the record to spin a
23 proposal under Federal subsistence regulations.
24
25                 MR. UMPHENOUR:  Okay.  I know what the
26 Park Service definition of bait is, so my question is
27 has the Refuge Service come up with a definition of
28 bait.  If so, what is it or how does it differ from the
29 Park Service's definition of bait?
30
31                 MR. JOHNSON:  I'll have to look to the
32 regs for that.
33
34                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  The short
35 answer is no.  They go by State regs.  They don't have
36 -- unless somebody is behind the scenes coming up with
37 something new to throw at us.
38
39                 MR. JOHNSON:  That is certainly the
40 default, Madame Chair.  If there's not a Federal
41 regulation on point, then it defaults to whatever the
42 State regulation is.
43
44                 MR. BAYLESS:  Shawn Bayless, Tetlin
45 Refuge Manager.  Carl stated it perfectly.  I couldn't
46 have stated it any other way.  If there's a need to
47 develop a proposal now to allow those purposes for
48 subsistence use, now is the time.
49
50
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1                 To answer your question, Mr. Umphenour,
2 no, we did not define what and what is not bait like
3 the Park Service did in our final rule.
4
5                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Right.
6
7                 MR. UMPHENOUR:  So does that mean that
8 the State definition of bait is what the Refuge Service
9 will go by then?

10
11                 MR. BAYLESS:  Yes, sir.
12
13                 MR. UMPHENOUR:  Thank you.
14
15                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  What is it,
16 good news or bad news?
17
18                 MR. JOHNSON:  I'll just read Page 139
19 of the Federal Subsistence Wildlife Regulations.  At
20 the top of the page it says, these definitions apply to
21 regulations in this book.  It has a definition of bait. 
22 It means any material excluding a scent lure that is
23 placed to attract an animal by its sense of smell or
24 taste.  However, those parts of legally taken animals
25 that are not required to be salvaged which are left at
26 the kill site are not considered bait.
27
28                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  If you have
29 your regs, guys, it's 139 under bait.  It's in
30 alphabetical order.
31
32                 MR. JOHNSON:  It would take a little
33 bit of work to trace which exact provision of the CFR
34 that definition comes from, but that is on Page 139.
35
36                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Yeah, you're
37 not sure where it came from.  I would like to see this. 
38 Virgil, we need to look at this because the part where
39 it says means any material excluding a scent lure, what
40 do they mean by that?  If you put out.....
41
42                 MR. UMPHENOUR:  That's what we need to
43 ask them.
44
45                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Is that a
46 scent lure?
47
48                 MR. UMPHENOUR:  We need to ask a couple
49 more questions.
50



EASTERN INTERIOR REGIONAL ADVISORY COUNCIL 2/7/2017

135 Christensen Dr., Ste. 2., Anch. AK 99501 Fax: 907-243-1473 Email: sahile@gci.net
Computer Matrix, LLC Phone: 907-243-0668

Page 45

1                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Yeah.  Every
2 time we ask questions it scares me because maybe
3 they're going to figure out how we can't do something. 
4 I hate to be that way.
5
6                 MS. KENNER:  Madame Chair.
7
8                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Yes.  That
9 might be Pippa I hear.

10
11                 MS. KENNER:  This is Pippa.
12
13                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Go ahead.
14
15                 MS. KENNER:  I'm thinking about these
16 really good questions we're giving and it's difficult
17 to answer them without a little bit more information. 
18 Recently the Fish and Wildlife Service went through a
19 process where they adopted agency regulations that
20 applied to hunters who are not Federally qualified, so
21 it applied only to those who can only hunt under State
22 regulations.  But in addition to the -- and so, to
23 answer the question, those regulations do not apply to
24 Federally qualified subsistence users through our
25 program and the Board may adopt regulations that are
26 more liberal than those specific agency regulations.
27
28                 There is another issue here and that is
29 particularly in the National Park Service lands, but
30 also on other Federal public lands, there may be agency
31 regulations specific to all hunters, including
32 Federally qualified hunters that identify if you can
33 bait, what the bait is, and I'm not sure what those
34 agency-specific regulations are that apply to Federally
35 qualified subsistence users.
36
37                 So if the question is if the Federal
38 Subsistence Board can adopt a regulation that is
39 contrary to an agency regulation that specifically
40 prohibits a Federally qualified subsistence user from
41 doing that, is that the question?  Or is that all those
42 regulations and I think someone from the Park could
43 better answer that.
44
45                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Are you
46 asking us what our question was?
47
48                 MS. KENNER:  Yes.
49
50
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1                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Well, I think
2 you wrapped this around the axle a little bit.
3
4                 MS. KENNER:  Okay.  Well, there are
5 some agency regulations that do not apply to Federally
6 qualified subsistence users and the recent adoption of
7 agency regulations specific to the agency they do not
8 apply to Federally qualified subsistence users.
9

10                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Wait a
11 minute.  That's where you're wrapping this around.  Am
12 I the only one here that's not getting this?  So you're
13 telling me we have a Federal regulation book and it has
14 a definition of bait and so any place in this Federal
15 regs where there's an allowance of baiting we have to
16 abide by this regulation, correct?
17
18                 MS. KENNER:  Correct.
19
20                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Okay.  Why
21 are you saying that the State regulation applies?  It
22 applies to a sport hunter allowed to hunt or what are
23 you -- that's where you kind of confused me.
24
25                 MS. KENNER:  I mean that Virgil was
26 referencing some recent regulations adopted by the Fish
27 and Wildlife Service that prohibited certain activities
28 on Refuge lands and those regulations do not apply to
29 Federally qualified users.  They only apply to people
30 who are not Federally qualified.
31
32                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  And that's
33 just disallowing use of bear baiting and shooting
34 coyotes and wolves.
35
36                 MS. KENNER:  I'm being careful what I
37 say because I can't remember exactly what they were.
38
39                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Okay.  I
40 think I understand it.  We didn't need to go down that
41 I don't think.
42
43                 Okay, Carl, go ahead.
44
45                 MR. JOHNSON:  I just wanted to let
46 Council know that I looked up the CFR.  That definition
47 is in subpart (d).  It's just under all the general
48 definitions that's in subpart (d) of the regulations. 
49 There's also additional information that's specific
50
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1 about baiting of bear that's on Page 20 of your
2 regulation book, so I just wanted to bring that to your
3 attention as well.  That is from that more recent
4 regulation that was passed the last few years that this
5 Council had endorsed and the Board had adopted, I
6 believe.
7
8                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  The way I
9 read this it says you can't use scent and you probably

10 can't use dog food, right?
11
12                 MR. JOHNSON:  That is consistent with
13 the definition of bait.  Excludes any scent lure.
14
15                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Maybe you can
16 make it simple.  Go ahead and ask your question.
17
18                 MR. UMPHENOUR:  Okay.  Okay.  When I
19 look on Page 20, it says, the third bullet point, you
20 may only use biodegradable material for bait.  Only the
21 head, bones, viscera or skin of the legally harvested
22 fish and wildlife may be used for bait.
23
24                 Then I look over to the definition of
25 bait and it says after the semicolon, at the top of
26 Page 139, it says, however, those parts of legally
27 taken animals that are not required to be salvaged and
28 which are left at the kill site are not considered
29 bait.  So to me, on Page 20 it says the only thing you
30 can use is basically the stuff that's not considered
31 edible that you would leave at the kill site.  Then on
32 Page 139 it says that that's not considered as bait. 
33 To me, that contradicts each other.  They are saying
34 exactly the opposite.
35
36                 Does anyone else understand it
37 different than me?
38
39                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Perfectly.
40
41                 MS. KENNER:  This is Pippa again.  I
42 think probably -- and Lisa Maas is there that could
43 explain this better.  I think though that in the
44 definition on Page 139 what it's specifically talking
45 about here is that if you are trapping for fur for
46 animals that you are not required to salvage the meat,
47 you may leave the carcass on the ground.
48
49                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  There's no
50
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1 common sense here.
2
3                 MR. UMPHENOUR:  Well, I have an answer
4 to that.  In that third bullet point it says only the
5 head, bones, viscera, that means the entrails, guts,
6 whatever you want to call them, or skin.  That
7 eliminates the meat that's on the bones, which would be
8 part of the carcass.
9

10                 MS. KENNER:  This is Pippa Kenner at
11 OSM.  So what it's saying is that if you are trapping
12 for fur and the meat of that animal is not required to
13 be salvaged in regulation, you are not required to
14 salvage that mean.  You may leave the meat on the bone.
15
16                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Pippa, I
17 don't know what -- the last word says those items are
18 NOT considered bait.  Under Page 139 if you read,
19 however, those parts of legally taken animals that are
20 not required to be salvaged -- not required to be
21 salvaged, there's a not, so that's a furbearer carcass,
22 are left at the kill site are not considered bait.
23
24                 MS. KENNER:  So they aren't considered
25 bait and, therefore, it is legal to leave the meat on
26 the ground at the kill site and that is not considered
27 baiting of bear because you're leaving behind the meat
28 of an animal that does not need to be salvaged.
29
30                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Makes no
31 sense to me.  Can somebody help me out.
32
33                 MS. KENNER:  So what it's saying if you
34 leave behind a skinned carcass at the kill site of a
35 furbearer, you are not baiting bears.  You can do that. 
36 Otherwise, you may be -- if that weren't true, if you
37 could not leave the carcass of a furbearer at its kill
38 site, you could be accused of baiting bears.  But they
39 have made it that is not considered baiting bears. 
40 Otherwise you could not leave the carcass of a
41 furbearer at its kill site.  You would have to collect
42 all that meat and take it back with you and destroy it.
43
44                 MR. KOEHLER:  Well, I'm pretty sure
45 most of us that trap for most animals usually take the
46 furbearer home because it needs to be thawed out in
47 order to skin it.  So, if I understand this correctly,
48 what would keep people from putting a pile of marten
49 carcasses under a tree and using that for bait?
50
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1                 MS. KENNER:  Again, this is Pippa
2 Kenner.   I think that the kill site -- in the
3 definition it says may be left at the kill site where
4 the animal has been killed.
5
6                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  But, Pippa,
7 the reason it's hard for us is you're talking about --
8 if you're a trapper, like Will said, you have -- those
9 animals are mostly dead and frozen and you're bringing

10 them home to skin, so you're.....
11
12                 MS. KENNER:  In case you do leave it
13 behind, it is legal and it is not considered baiting
14 bears.
15
16                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Then you've
17 got to get out there when the season is open.  That's
18 not realistic.
19
20                 MR. BASSICH:  Thank you, Madame Chair. 
21 I think I'd just like to point out that bears really
22 don't give a damn whether it's been trapped or whether
23 it's been shot and killed or whatever.  They're
24 scavengers at times and they're going to be
25 opportunistic about where they get their food.  So it
26 doesn't really matter what regulations we put in place
27 or how we define things.  
28
29                 I think this also brings up the very
30 point I was talking about earlier and that's bringing a
31 little bit of common sense into the realities of what
32 takes place out in the wild and the interactions of
33 animals and how they feed themselves and how humans
34 interact with them.
35
36                 I think maybe we could argue the merits
37 of all these different definitions, but really if we
38 want to do something effectively, maybe what we ought
39 to do is just table this, put our thoughts together,
40 come up later in the meeting with a proposal that would
41 address this issue, submit it to the Federal
42 Subsistence Board for their consideration.  That would
43 be my suggestion.
44
45                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Well, a quick
46 fix in my opinion is I like for the user for everything
47 to be simplistic and the State regulations is the way
48 people are bear baiting today and just adopt -- put a
49 proposal before the Federal Subsistence Board that all
50
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1 the definitions parallel with the State.
2
3                 Virgil.
4
5                 MR. UMPHENOUR:  Okay.  I'm trying to
6 understand this, so I'm back to Page 139 under
7 definitions and it says bait means any material
8 excluding a scent lure that is placed to attract an
9 animal by its sense of smell.  So I'm going to give my

10 understanding of what that sentence says.  
11
12                 Number one, it says I can use any
13 material except for I can't use a scent lure. 
14 Excluding scent lure means I cannot use it.  Am I
15 understanding that correct?  Can someone answer that? 
16 I cannot use a scent lure or a Federally qualified user
17 could not use a scent lure.  Is that what that says?
18
19                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Common sense
20 says yes.
21
22                 MR. UMPHENOUR:  Okay.  Well, Sue and I
23 think that means we can't use a scent lure.  Okay.
24
25                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Which is
26 wrong. 
27
28                 MR. UMPHENOUR:  Then it goes on to say
29 that is placed to attract an animal by its sense of
30 smell.  So that means -- the words any material means
31 to me anything I want to use.  Anything. Popcorn,
32 pancakes with syrup on them, dog food, old pastries,
33 anything.  Can someone answer that?  Is that what that
34 means?  Any materials means anything you want to use
35 except a scent lure.
36
37                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Lisa.
38
39                 MS. MAAS:  Thanks.  Lisa Maas for the
40 record.  I just -- I mean I don't know all the answers
41 to this because this is new for people to really think
42 about.  Of course, there are -- it's a regulatory
43 process, so we try to fix as we go along.  On Page 20
44 it's just talking about restrictions for bear baiting,
45 whereas the definition in the back, that's bait, that's
46 just a definition of bait generally for everything.
47
48                 So when you're reading on Page 20 it's
49 talking about restrictions just for bear baiting.  When
50
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1 it says you may only use biodegradable material for
2 bait, I mean that's a single sentence.  So then it's
3 not saying only the heads and bones can be used for
4 bait, but if you're -- like you can use other
5 biodegradable material for bear bait is what I'm trying
6 to say. It's not trying to say the only biodegradable
7 material you can use are the heads and bones.  Does
8 that.....
9

10                 MR. UMPHENOUR:  Okay.  Maybe I
11 misunderstood what you said, but let me try to -- well,
12 let me say how I took that.  Okay.  I think you said --
13 maybe I'm wrong, but let me tell you what it sounded to
14 me like you said.  
15
16                 Where it says only the head, viscera,
17 bones and all that can be used, that that's an example,
18 that it has to be biodegradable, which all this other
19 stuff I mentioned is, you know, dog food, popcorn,
20 pancakes, whatever, is biodegradable.  
21
22                 Now I spent three terms on the Board of
23 Fisheries and my thoughts were that we have to make
24 user-friendly regulations.  We have to make those
25 regulations so that at least someone with an eighth
26 grade education could sit down and read them and easily
27 understand them so that they won't get caught up in the
28 hieroglyphics of regulations and get labeled a criminal
29 because they couldn't comprehend something that's
30 written for someone that has a master's degree in
31 literature.
32
33                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Okay.
34
35                 MR. UMPHENOUR:  Okay.  So please
36 explain this to me again so that I can understand it.
37
38                 MS. MAAS:  Okay.  I will do my best. 
39 So it's saying again that -- the bait definition in the
40 back of the book that's just the definition applicable
41 overall to everything in this booklet, whereas on Page
42 20 it's restrictions.  So it's kind of restricting that
43 definition further for bear baiting specifically.  When
44 it says you may only use biodegradable materials for
45 bait, I guess you couldn't put Styrofoam out there
46 that's covered in pizza sauce, but you could put
47 pancakes out there.  
48
49                 And then further restricting that is
50
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1 only -- for bear baiting, not baiting in general, but
2 for bear baiting only the head, bones and viscera or
3 skin of legally harvested fish and wildlife may be used
4 as bait.  So that's not talking about leaving your gut
5 pile at a kill site.  That's talking about if you're
6 wanting to use fish heads for bait.  I mean you're not
7 going to put filets out there.  You're going to just
8 put the bones out there.
9

10                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  So does it
11 disallow other material such as popcorn or.....
12
13                 MS. MAAS:  That's correct, yeah. 
14 Again, I mean this is a call for proposals, so if
15 you're looking for clarification, feel free to -- you
16 know, this is the time to put in a proposal asking for
17 clarification on these definitions.
18
19                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  I've been
20 bear baiting for a while now on State land and I would
21 just as soon it parrot the State regs, then it's easy
22 for everybody to understand.  I haven't been 
23 cited yet that I did something wrong.  I think I
24 understand the regulations.
25
26                 Go ahead, Carl.
27
28                 MR. JOHNSON:  Thank you, Madame Chair. 
29 And again one of the great things about submitting a
30 proposal is you get a well thought out, very informed
31 and detailed analysis from Staff that explores a lot of
32 these questions in a much better way than we can do
33 here in this room today.  So the best you can do to get
34 detailed answers would be to submit a proposal and then
35 have a more detailed discussion after you get a chance
36 to read that analysis.
37
38                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Yes.  I want
39 to report something that did happen with the Wrangell-
40 St. Elias and Barbara will probably be giving this in
41 her report later.  Just bear baiting. We had put in
42 that proposal probably eight, nine, ten years ago to be
43 able to pick up horns and antlers and stuff and make
44 stuff out of it in Parks.  Then they rammed in the
45 definition of bait. But what they ended up doing for
46 the Park is allowing the Superintendent to make a
47 definition of bait, which was like a compromise on our
48 part to at least be able to have something that we can
49 work with in the future.  But that doesn't help us out
50
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1 here now.
2
3                 Do you guys want to think about this or
4 do you want to parrot the State?  Do you want to have a
5 long discussion about that too?
6
7                 Andy.
8
9                 MR. BASSICH:  Thank you, Madame Chair. 

10 Maybe listening to some of your words of wisdom
11 regarding what seems to work in your mind.  Maybe what
12 we should do is adopt a motion to present to the
13 Federal Subsistence Board to adopt regulations to
14 define bear bait to align with State definitions of
15 bear bait.
16
17                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  That would be
18 my suggestion.
19
20                 MR. BASSICH:  You know, we could sit
21 here and talk about this for a long time, but that's
22 kind of cutting to the chase, that's kind of
23 simplistic, that makes it user friendly.  That also
24 goes a long way towards aligning State and Federal
25 regulations, which is always a common goal between both
26 agencies. So maybe that's a simple fix right here.
27
28                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  That's kind
29 of what I thought I tried to do earlier.
30
31                 MR. BASSICH:  So I'd be willing to put
32 that forward as a motion.  We could discuss it if we
33 need to any further and then move on with the agenda.
34
35                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Yeah, because
36 we don't need to dissect it here.  We just need to come
37 up with proposals.  Is that a motion for a proposal to
38 parrot the State?
39
40                 MR. BASSICH:  I can officially do that.
41
42                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Oh, I thought
43 I heard that.  I'm sorry.  Go ahead.
44
45                 MR. BASSICH:  So my motion for the
46 Council.....
47
48                 MR. UMPHENOUR:  Before he does it.....
49
50
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1                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Wait.  Mr.
2 Umphenour wants to say something first.  Go ahead,
3 Virgil.
4
5                 MR. UMPHENOUR:  Okay.  What I -- before
6 you put the motion on I just want to say one other
7 thing here.  What they have under the bear baiting
8 where you can only use head, bones, viscera or skin is
9 not reasonable for bear baiting.

10
11                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  See that's
12 the reason why.
13
14                 MR. UMPHENOUR:  And the reason why is
15 because.....
16
17                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  You don't
18 need to go through that.
19
20                 MR. UMPHENOUR:  Okay.  Anyway, the
21 definition of bait on Page 139 is much, much better. 
22 So we need to bear that in mind. I think.....
23
24                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  So you want
25 different regulations than the State right now?  Is
26 that what you're telling me?
27
28                 MR. UMPHENOUR:  No, I'm not saying I
29 want different regulations from the State.  What I'm
30 saying is is that the definition on Page 139 is -- I
31 think it's probably -- I don't have the State
32 regulation right in front of me, but I know that that
33 there would cover everything -- would make it so that a
34 person could actually go out and bait bears in the
35 spring and have a reasonable chance and a reasonable
36 expectation of attracting bears.  
37
38                 With the definition that's on Page 20,
39 that makes it unreasonable and one of the criteria for
40 subsistence, you know, is to me, the definition that's
41 in regulation and law, the definition of reasonable
42 opportunity.  There's absolutely no reasonable
43 opportunity with the definition on Page 20.  And when
44 making regulations, the first question you have to ask
45 yourself if you're one of the people making the
46 regulations is this going to provide reasonable
47 opportunity for a reasonably diligent person to
48 successfully harvest whatever it is he's attempting --
49 they're attempting to harvest.
50
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1                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Virgil.
2
3                 MR. UMPHENOUR:  And when you have that
4 definition of bear bait that's on Page 20, that's is
5 not reasonable.  It's ludicrous to think that someone
6 is going to save the head, guts, viscera from a moose
7 that they kill in September to use in May to bait a
8 bear with.
9

10                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  This is the
11 same argument we had in the SRC.
12
13                 MR. UMPHENOUR:  I know that.  This is
14 our opportunity to change the definition of bait
15 though.
16
17                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Right.  But,
18 Virgil, help me out here.  This is good discussion for
19 when the proposal comes forward, but all we're doing is
20 putting -- you've been an AC chair.  You don't need to
21 dissect the entire thing.  You just put out the
22 proposal, right?  Help me out.
23
24                 MR. UMPHENOUR:  You are correct, but we
25 need to -- this is all going on the record.  What we're
26 saying right now is the public record.  It's going to
27 be put on the internet.  Anyone that wants to in the
28 world can read it.  This way there will be no mistaking
29 why we put this proposal forward.  I'm ready for Andy
30 to make the motion.
31
32                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Okay, good.
33
34                 MR. UMPHENOUR:  Just make sure you
35 cover that part of it, Andy.
36
37                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Okay, Carl. 
38 Is this something we need to talk about first?
39
40                 MR. JOHNSON:  Yes, ma'am.  I believe
41 this will help the discussion.  I have the State
42 definition of bait, which is almost identical to the
43 Federal definition found on 139.  Any material,
44 excluding scent lures, placed to attract an animal by
45 its sense of smell or taste.  Bait does not include
46 those parts of legally taken animals that are not
47 required to be salvaged as edible meat if the parts are
48 not moved from the kill site.
49
50
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1                 Now that's their general definition. 
2 As Lisa has pointed out, there's a specific exception. 
3 Like with ours, we have specific exceptions when you're
4 talking about bear baiting, in the State regulations
5 there are multiple exceptions across a variety of
6 different species to that general definition.  So the
7 State approaches it similarly in their regulations as
8 to how our Federal regulations do.  There's a general
9 definition that applies to everything unless there's an

10 exception and then the exceptions are spelled out in
11 the regulations.  So the general definition is very
12 comparable to the Federal general definition.  
13
14                 Thank you, Madame Chair.
15
16                 I hope this helps a little bit.
17
18                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Well, here's
19 the problem we have. The State does things
20 chronologically this way and the Federal is a different
21 way.  So oftentimes when we try to parallel State and
22 Federal regulations, we get wrapped around the axle
23 once again because you guys do it one way and they do
24 it another way.
25
26                 In short, were you saying if we put a
27 proposal in to get rid of these exclusions, we would be
28 paralleling the State?
29
30                 MR. JOHNSON:  It depends on which
31 definitions you're referring to, Madame Chair.  Again,
32 there's the general definition that's in the reg book
33 here on 139 and then there are some species specific
34 exceptions or modifications to that general regulation. 
35 For the State, that's bear, wolf, wolverine, a variety
36 of different species and here.....
37
38                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Yeah, see,
39 we're talking about bear baiting.
40
41                 MR. JOHNSON:  Exactly.  So if your goal
42 is just the bear baiting definition, then I would
43 suggest that.....
44
45                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Yes, it is.
46
47                 MR. JOHNSON:  .....that be the goal and
48 not the general.
49
50
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1                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Yeah.  I
2 think we know what we're talking about.  I don't know
3 if everybody else does.  Andy -- did you have something
4 to add now?
5
6                 MR. BAYLESS:  Yes, I do, Madame Chair. 
7 It might simplify things if I could.
8
9                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Yes.

10
11                 MR. BAYLESS:  Shawn Bayless, Refuge
12 Manager.  It seems to me, after listening to Lisa and
13 Pippa and all the other discussions here, that there's
14 two different definitions depending on what you're
15 talking about.  The one on 139 is basically the
16 trapping regulation or definition of bait.  I agree it
17 is poorly written.  It can be rewritten and make it a
18 lot more simple.
19
20                 The same thing with bear baiting.  It
21 says you may only use biodegradable materials for bait,
22 period, and then they get into the horns, head,
23 viscera, et cetera.  They could simplify that much more
24 so by saying you may use biodegradable materials for
25 bait.  Also you may use the head -- get rid of only. 
26 You may use the head, bones, viscera or skin of legally
27 harvested fish and wildlife, period.  
28
29                 I think that would make it a lot
30 simpler for people like myself who has to deal with the
31 public about these kinds of questions all the time.  I
32 agree with you, it's very poorly written.  It could be
33 different.  
34
35                 The same thing with the 139.  That
36 could be simplified.  Bait means any material that is
37 placed to attract an animal by its sense of smell or
38 taste including those parts of legally taken animals
39 that are not required to be salvaged, period.
40
41                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Okay.  That's
42 a big help.  Andy, should we just kind of have a little
43 meeting.  Go ahead.
44
45                 MR. BASSICH:  Madame Chair.  I was
46 going to recommend that we just kind of unofficially
47 table this discussion and come back to it.  Let's make
48 sure we come back to it either later today or tomorrow
49 and be very specific about what we want because, I
50
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1 agree, we're talking about bear baiting and the
2 definitions. 
3
4                 So we need to craft a very good motion
5 that identifies that very specifically to achieve what
6 we're trying to do and that's going to take a little
7 bit of thought and looking at that progression of
8 different animals, what's defined for baiting for
9 those, so that we can focus what it is we're trying to

10 do.
11
12                 So I'd recommend that we just table
13 this discussion and we'll bring a motion to the table
14 tomorrow.
15
16                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  We'll just
17 have a committee working on a proposal and get some
18 help with Staff here.  Virgil.
19
20                 MR. BASSICH:  Yeah, I'd volunteer and
21 Virgil and then if we can get some.....
22
23                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  And I will
24 too.
25
26                 MR. BASSICH:  Okay, and Sue.  I think
27 it really helps whenever we do these to identify people
28 when they're going to meet and where they're going to
29 meet so it doesn't get lost in the sauce.
30
31                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Yeah.  So you
32 guys are meeting at lunch.
33
34                 MR. BASSICH:  Yeah, but we could meet
35 later on and do this.
36
37                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  I get to see
38 my grandkids tonight.
39
40                 MR. BASSICH:  Even in the morning. 
41 Whatever.
42
43                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Let's meet in
44 the morning.  I have a commitment tonight.  Unless
45 there's time between 5:00 and 6:00, I could meet then. 
46 So let's do that.  The three of us and a couple Staff
47 hang by this afternoon.  Hopefully we can be done at
48 5:00 and have a little time to work on it.  Okay?
49
50
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1                 (No comments)
2
3                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Now would
4 there be any other proposals that we want to talk about
5 now.
6
7                 (No comments)
8
9                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  I like it

10 when there's no proposals.  Maybe we're doing okay. 
11 But, boy, you got a bag of worms there, Virgil.  I'm
12 glad you brought it up though.  It's really important. 
13 No other proposals?
14
15                 (No comments)
16
17                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Actually,
18 guys, I think -- maybe you should go to lunch with us,
19 Virgil, or are you working with him at lunch on the
20 hunt?
21
22                 MR. UMPHENOUR:  No.
23
24                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  No.  Well,
25 I'll talk about it in a minute.  The wildlife closure
26 review.  Lisa.
27
28                 MS. MAAS:  Thank you, Madame Chair. 
29 Just a moment.  It's unfortunate that Andrew is not
30 here.  This is his region in Fort Yukon.
31
32                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Well, let's
33 see.  What time is it? Hang on.  Well, I would like him
34 to be here when he needs to be here.
35
36                 MS. MAAS:  Right.  It's just for Unit
37 25D West, so that's Fort Yukon.  But I mean we can do
38 it now.  It's up to you.
39
40                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  No, I'd
41 rather him be here.  We can either take an early lunch
42 or we could go into the next subject, which is our
43 annual report.
44
45                 MR. UMPHENOUR:  He should be here for
46 that.
47
48                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  And he should
49 be there for that.  Does that work for you guys?  Let's
50
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1 take an early lunch.  11:35 now or whatever it is.  Oh,
2 Virgil wants to come back at 1:00.  Okay.  Does that
3 work for everybody?  We've got a lot of agenda items,
4 so we'll get through it.
5
6                 MR. BASSICH:  Madame Chair.  Can we
7 identify a few people from the agency that want to work
8 on some of this hunter ed stuff during lunch.  I guess
9 we'd probably just go next door and meet there.

10
11                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Jill will.
12
13                 MS. WESSELS:  I will.
14
15                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  And Katya
16 will.  Anyone else?
17
18                 MR. KOEHLER:  I'll come along for it.
19
20                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Okay, great. 
21 And Will is going to go.  Okay.  We'll meet back at
22 1:00.
23
24                 (Off record)
25
26                 (On record)
27
28                 MR. FIRMIN:  .....go ahead and fish now
29 and that would probably be just in -- or it will only
30 be in the Upper River where it would take effect.  So
31 how much damage could we do to the run.  We're not
32 going to make or break the run up there in three days
33 of fishing on the tail end of the run anyway.
34
35                 But that one got passed and then the
36 other one that didn't get passed was the early run
37 fish, but I think that one was something that we might
38 be able to readdress.  I know a lot of people wanted to
39 -- a lot of people want those early run fish like that
40 because they're, I guess, more prized, sought after all
41 the way up and down the river.  People say they're the
42 ones to go for.  
43
44                 I think there was some misunderstanding
45 along them because I spoke with the Y-K Delta Chair and
46 he was saying that they were thinking we were talking
47 about the first pulse that we wanted to fish on and
48 then the early run is when he said, yeah, that would be
49 fine as long as, you know, maybe if there was similar
50
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1 opportunity up and down the river.  I think even that
2 there already is some opportunity for those guys down
3 there.  So that sounded like they were just
4 misunderstanding of what the proposal was speaking to
5 or it wasn't communicated to them to their
6 understanding.  
7
8                 The Western Interior, I see even here,
9 maybe my Robert's Rules of Order are rusty, but it says

10 they opposed it, but in reality I think it was a split
11 decision because two abstains.  Four were for it, two
12 were against it and two abstained, but since all eight
13 people were in the room it should have just been a tie. 
14 To me it shouldn't have been an opposition.  It should
15 have just been like a no consensus, but here on the log
16 it says opposed.  So I don't feel that the Western
17 Interior should have been marked down as opposed. 
18 While the Y-K Delta did oppose, the Chair did say at
19 the meeting that, oh, we kind of misunderstood this
20 one.
21
22                 But I don't think there was -- maybe if
23 that was something 5D wants, maybe that's something 5D
24 needs to send more than me to the meeting as
25 representing the RAC.  Maybe if there was more people
26 calling in or comments, then that was something that
27 may have held water in that meeting.
28
29                 But those were the highlights of it
30 anyway other than -- that I attended.
31
32                 MR. WOODRUFF:  I've got a question.
33
34                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Go ahead.
35
36                 MR. WOODRUFF:  Andrew, what was the
37 discussion about the Porcupine?  Why doesn't the
38 Porcupine get the fish when nobody knows until they hit
39 Eagle sonar how many fish had passed by?  You know,
40 they shut down the whole Porcupine for a while and that
41 was definitely a hardship on the people there.  I think
42 we tried to address that at the last Council meeting.
43
44                 MR. FIRMIN:  I don't believe that was
45 at the Federal Subsistence Board.  Oh, speaking more to
46 the Federal Subsistence Board meeting, but I've been
47 told many different things by some of the managers, but
48 maybe that would be something Fred or somebody could
49 answer, but normally a lot of the issue with those, for
50
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1 me personally or others, is that some of those
2 fisheries are so small that if they were to -- besides
3 the local users that live there, were to flock to that
4 river, they could probably do damage to some of those
5 smaller runs.  If half of Fort Yukon decided to fish
6 over there, they'd probably decimate  a lot of those
7 small populations. 
8
9                 And then the other good one I've heard

10 is that, well, we're here for the king salmon as a
11 whole, not just the Yukon River.  I'm like, okay, that
12 makes sense on one side, but on the other side we have
13 eight terminal rivers right there in the Yukon Flats,
14 so why does it -- I'm sure there's more reasons than
15 that, but that's what I've been told so far.  I don't
16 know if there's been any progress on giving those
17 people that live out there some type of permit or pass
18 for them to get their fish on that river.
19
20                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Andy.
21
22                 MR. BASSICH:  Yeah, just a follow up on
23 that thought, Andrew.  Is there any kind of a census or
24 is there anybody in the room here that could give us
25 some kind of an idea of how many users there are on the
26 Porcupine River on the Alaska side?  Five, four? 
27 Pretty minimal?
28
29                 MR. FIRMIN:  Yeah.
30
31                 MR. BASSICH:  So, you know, I think as
32 far as trying to protect those people -- the issues
33 with salmon on the Porcupine River, there's a lot of
34 pressure from the Canadians because we've had a lot of
35 problems reaching escapements.  We've had a lot of
36 discussion about what really is a healthy population of
37 fall chum on the Porcupine River.  That's been an
38 ongoing discussion with the Yukon River Panel for as
39 long as I've been on it.  
40
41                 So I don't think we're going to resolve
42 that, but maybe the solution to the problem would be to
43 put a proposal in to allow a certain amount of fish per
44 household on the Porcupine River each year and make it
45 a very reasonable amount and just see where that goes. 
46 I don't know if that would be allowed or not to do
47 that, but it might open up some interesting discussion
48 to protect some people's abilities to obtain during a
49 low abundance.  So just a thought.
50



EASTERN INTERIOR REGIONAL ADVISORY COUNCIL 2/7/2017

135 Christensen Dr., Ste. 2., Anch. AK 99501 Fax: 907-243-1473 Email: sahile@gci.net
Computer Matrix, LLC Phone: 907-243-0668

Page 63

1                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Okay.  We
2 probably need to stay on the agenda.  He's just giving
3 a report right now from the Federal Board and what
4 happened there.  So when that comes up under fisheries,
5 you can bring it up, okay.  How did the all-Chairs
6 meeting go?  There wasn't one?
7
8                 MR. FIRMIN:  It got pushed off and was
9 supposed to be a teleconference and I wasn't privy to

10 any of that teleconference information.  I thought you
11 would be.
12
13                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Never heard
14 about it.  Can someone answer that question for us.
15
16                 MR. JOHNSON:  Always happy to, Madame
17 Chair.  Carl Johnson for the record.  Yes, the goal was
18 to have the all-Chairs meeting at the Board meeting at
19 the conclusion on Thursday, but they went pretty late
20 and there was some Chairs that needed to travel and we
21 didn't want to have an incomplete Chairs meeting.  So,
22 yes, the plan was to get the coordinators to coordinate
23 with the Chairs to schedule a teleconference all-Chairs
24 meeting and that just hasn't happened.  
25
26                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Okay.
27
28                 MR. JOHNSON:  So there's really no
29 limitation as to when we can have it other than when
30 everybody's available and now we're in the winter
31 meeting cycle.
32
33                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  So it didn't
34 happen.
35
36                 MR. JOHNSON:  That's correct.
37
38                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  All right.  I
39 need to announce on teleconference somebody needs to *6
40 or mute because we're getting a lot of back noises.  It
41 sounded like it could be a guy clearing his throat I
42 heard.
43
44                 Okay.  Did you have anything else to
45 report from your region as we do in the early part? 
46 You weren't here. 
47
48                 MR. FIRMIN:  No, I don't think I have a
49 lot other than we've been having our more erratic
50
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1 weather.  We didn't have snow until December.  The
2 river finally froze though and people are getting out.
3 I think a lot of people are out trapping a lot of lynx
4 lately, but there's no market for it sadly enough.  And
5 there's no marten in the country.  Other than that I've
6 been chatting with people and they're happy to be going
7 and getting firewood at least in the Fort Yukon area. 
8 We've got enough ice to get our ice roads going and
9 everybody is happy.  We're out there running around and

10 hard times for a guy trying to sell firewood actually
11 when they get the road open.
12
13                 So that's a good and a bad thing, I
14 guess.  
15
16                 But other than that, no, I don't have
17 anything in particular.  Everything else will come up
18 on the agenda as it comes up here in the meeting.
19
20                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Thank you. 
21 It's been my experience when there's cats, there's not
22 marten and vice versa.  Okay, next on the agenda is the
23 Wildlife Closure Review.
24
25                 MS. MAAS:  Thank you, Madame Chair. 
26 Members of the Council. For the record my name is Lisa
27 Maas, wildlife biologist in the Office of Subsistence
28 Management and I'll be presenting a summary of the
29 analysis for Wildlife Closure Review 15-22, which
30 begins on Page 30 of your Council meeting books.
31
32                 Wildlife Closure Review 15-22 pertains
33 to the closure of moose hunting in Unit 25D West to
34 everyone except residents of Unit 25D West.  The
35 closure was initiated in 1993 due to conservation
36 concerns over the low density and declining moose
37 population, which was estimated at 600 moose.  The
38 closure also ensured continued subsistence use of the
39 resource.
40
41                 Since 1992, the Unit 25D West fall
42 moose population has averaged around 600 moose. 
43 However, the most recent survey in 2015 estimated 790
44 moose.  Over the same time period the bull/cow ratio
45 has fluctuated widely but has generally been above the
46 management objective of 40 bulls per 100 cows.
47
48                 In 2015, the bull/cow ratio was well
49 above management objectives at 68 bulls per 100 cows. 
50
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1 Since 1992, the calf/cow ratio has generally exhibited
2 a stable trend; however, the 2015 calf/cow ratio was
3 the highest ever recorded at 53 calves per 100 cows.
4
5                 Twinning rates and calf production
6 indicate good nutritional health and quality habitat. 
7 Predation by bears and wolves seems to be the biggest
8 limiting factor.
9

10                 There is a harvest quota of 60 moose in
11 Unit 25D West which applies to both Federal and non-
12 Federal lands.  Between 2000 and 2015, the total
13 reported moose harvest averaged 12 moose per year with
14 harvest by Federal permit representing about 70 percent
15 of the reported harvest on average.  However,
16 unreported and illegal harvest of cows continues to be
17 an issue and may account for about 50 percent of the
18 total moose harvest.
19
20                 OSM's preliminary conclusion is to
21 maintain the status quo due to conservation concerns. 
22 While the 2015 survey indicates improvement in the Unit
23 25D West moose population, it is not sufficient to
24 warrant lifting the closure.
25
26                 Thank you, Madame Chair.  Members of
27 the Council.
28
29                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Any
30 questions.
31
32                 (No comments)
33
34                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  So this is an
35 action item.
36
37                 MS. MAAS:  Yes, that's correct.  So
38 it's either you could act to lift the closure, restrict
39 the closure more or maintain the status quo.  
40
41                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  And OSM is
42 status quo.
43
44                 MS. MAAS:  That's our recommendation.
45
46                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Okay.  I need
47 questions.  Virgil.
48
49                 MR. UMPHENOUR:  We're not going to go
50
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1 through this thing.
2
3                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  I'm sure Carl
4 will come up and tell me we have to. No?  Do we have to
5 do this?
6
7                 MS. MAAS:  Yeah, this is not a
8 proposal, so this is -- the idea with these closure
9 reviews is if the Council does not wish to maintain a

10 status quo, then they could submit a proposal.  That's
11 why we do these closure reviews at this time when it's
12 the wildlife proposal cycle.  So if you would like
13 there to be a change, then there's an opportunity to
14 submit a proposal to change the closure.
15
16                 MR. UMPHENOUR:  Move to leave Unit 25D
17 West as status quo.
18
19                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Did you have
20 some questions first?
21
22                 MR. GLANZ:  How do you ascertain the
23 amount of calves that were harvested?  I don't
24 understand that.  Illegally I mean.
25
26                 MS. MAAS:  The amount of calves you
27 said?
28
29                 MR. GLANZ:  No.  You say so many cows
30 were harvested illegally.  How did you ascertain that
31 without doing any investigation?  Maybe putting a stop
32 to it or.....
33
34                 MS. MAAS:  Oh, I just read management
35 reports.
36
37                 MR. GLANZ:  Okay.  Never mind.
38
39                 (Laughter)
40
41                 MS. MAAS:  Yeah, this was just in the
42 Yukon Flats or the ADF&G moose harvest report.
43
44                 MR. GLANZ:  Okay.  Sorry.
45
46                 MS. MAAS:  The way the State ascertains
47 it is from household surveys.  So they go to the
48 community, household to household.  What they get from
49 their household survey does not match up with reported
50
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1 harvest.
2
3                 MR. GLANZ:  All right. Thanks.
4
5                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  I have a
6 motion, but I did not hear.....
7
8                 MR. GLANZ:  I'll second.
9

10                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Okay, I have
11 a second.  So now discussion.  Andrew.
12
13                 MR. FIRMIN:  My question then is, I
14 guess, for somebody in the audience going through the
15 review do we have suggestions from Fish and Wildlife
16 Service besides maintaining status quo how can we get
17 more proactive?  
18
19                 Seeing how the Yukon Flats Cooperative
20 Moose Management Plan is getting its knees cut out from
21 under it by the Refuge on taking away our liberalized
22 predator regulations and there's no such thing as
23 predator management, so what's our next step?  Our
24 Moose Management Plan was bear baiting and liberal
25 seasons and bag limits and then they just changed the
26 Refuge status for non-local people and it went right
27 against the Cooperative Moose Management Plan. 
28
29                 Does this mean that OSM or the Refuge
30 is going to start supporting our other liberalization
31 of our other proposals out there for our -- I guess
32 their intent is to allow .  I just don't see them now
33 we're not going to bother your predators, we'll just
34 take away some more of your moose population.
35
36                 MR. BERENDZEN:  Madame Chair.  If
37 that's a question for the Refuge, I can say that the
38 Refuge has been committed for many years to support
39 local regulations that have been proposed by the RAC
40 and that you'd like to implement on the Refuge.  We've
41 made a commitment to do that.  However, I can't speak
42 for the Regional Office and the current Predator
43 Management Plan.  We don't make the final vote on the
44 Federal Subsistence Board, so I can't say how those
45 votes will go.  
46
47                 As Mitch Ellis, our Assistant Regional
48 Director, indicated, he does not want these regulations
49 to affect subsistence take and I think he's committed
50
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1 to following through and working to allow those
2 regulatory changes for subsistence purposes.  If that
3 answers your question.
4
5                 MR. FIRMIN:  It does, Steve, and I know
6 the Refuge does, but on a national scale I'm just --
7 like on Page 36, number 2, it says the documented black
8 bear density is highest in Alaska and local resident
9 harvest is not sufficient to reduce that abundance.  So

10 why does the Refuge take the ability to let outside
11 hunters come in and help us with that population.  Then
12 they just said, no, you can't do that.  
13
14                 Now this comes up and says, well, you
15 can either give the bears more meat, more moose or stay
16 the same or make improvements.  That's what I guess my
17 question is, what suggestions does the Refuge or the
18 Fish and Wildlife Service have to make improvements.
19
20                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Steve.
21
22                 MR. BERENDZEN:  Madame Chair.  Again, I
23 think all that I can offer is that we will do what we
24 can to support any changes to subsistence harvest and
25 subsistence regulations.  
26
27                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Yeah. 
28 Without jumping up and down and screaming and
29 hollering.  I mean this is what's frustrating for us. 
30 So frustrating to go through this decade after decade
31 after decade.  It's what we go through.  And they'll
32 always have an excuse when you go to the uppers. 
33 They'll come up with, oh, we've got to do this for
34 these people, other people.  So it is frustrating.  
35
36                 And I appreciate what you're trying to
37 do, Steve, but, you know, you're saying that -- so
38 Mitch Ellis is the one that says, oh, yeah, we're going
39 to do this?  It's very hard to trust this person that
40 pushed to get rid of our bear baiting.
41
42                 MR. BERENDZEN:  Yes, Madame Chair.  I
43 failed to mention my name, Steve Berendzen, Refuge
44 Manager Yukon Flats.  Mitch is the one who has been
45 representing this for the Refuges out of the Regional
46 Office.
47
48                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  That's pretty
49 frustrating.  We don't see that as -- I don't know
50
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1 about you guys, but I don't see that as workable.  
2
3                 Virgil.
4
5
6                 MR. UMPHENOUR:  I know in the past
7 because we've had this discussion multiple times on
8 this exact issue in this exact place.  We got the State
9 Board to liberalize the regulations in this area to

10 extend the wolf hunting season and to -- and the
11 Federal Board even passed regulation so that we could
12 shoot grizzly bear over bait in this area.  But the
13 special rule now or the new rule I guess you'd have to
14 call it because it's in effect and not a proposed rule
15 anymore has circumvented those regulatory changes that
16 we got made.  
17
18                 But I know in the past what happened is
19 we asked, well, what do we have to do to get the Refuge
20 Service to allow predator management on the Refuges and
21 the first thing that had to happen was there had to be
22 an environmental impact statement done, I think.  Of
23 course, the first thing when you do that is you have to
24 do population estimates and you have to try to
25 determine what the mortality rate is.  I know the
26 Refuge started that process maybe 10 years or so ago.
27
28                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  It's been
29 longer than that.
30
31                 MR. UMPHENOUR:  It's been a long time
32 ago because we discussed that and we were told that's
33 what had to happen.  Then I know the Refuge Manager at
34 the time they had started doing that and they were
35 doing it in conjunction with the State Department of
36 Fish and Game.  This report here, you know, cites some
37 of the stuff that was done, like the calf mortality
38 study done by Yukon Flats Refuge, found black and brown
39 bears were responsible for 45 percent and 39 percent of
40 moose mortality respectively, ADF&G 2002.
41
42                 I remember when this Moose Working
43 Group was formed.  It's referenced in the analysis
44 here.  Like Madame Chair said, this is really
45 frustrating to us because we know what the issue is, we
46 know what the problem is from the best science
47 available that's been done jointly by the Fish and
48 Wildlife Service, the Refuge Service and the State and
49 their biologists and scientists.  
50
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1                 But yet it seems as though the Refuge's
2 hands are tied, so that leads me to the question I
3 attempted to ask earlier and that is if after we're
4 finished with this issue here on this closure review
5 for this region, because we can submit wildlife
6 proposals now, it would be appropriate for us to submit
7 maybe some proposals.
8
9                 But the new rule where they shorten the

10 wolf season for instance and don't allow bear baiting
11 on the Refuge by anyone but Federally qualified users,
12 the question is if we submit proposals doing those
13 things, extending the wolf season back to where it was
14 and then allowing bear baiting and to be able to also
15 take a grizzly/brown bear over black bear bait by
16 non-Federally qualified users, does the Federal Board
17 have the authority to pass and implement a regulation
18 like that?
19
20                 That's my question.  I still don't
21 understand that.  And if they don't, why don't they? 
22 We maybe need a lawyer to tell us why they don't, but
23 maybe the Federal Subsistence Board should demonstrate
24 some moral courage and pass the regulation and
25 challenge the Fish and Wildlife Service in Washington,
26 D.C. to take them to court.  Maybe that's what should
27 happen.  Can anyone speak to that issue?
28
29                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Carl.
30
31                 MR. JOHNSON:  Thank you, Madame Chair. 
32 I can speak to part of that.  Title VIII of ANILCA is
33 what sets the limits of both the Secretary and the
34 Board's authority and that limits the Board's authority
35 to regulating fishing and hunting by rural subsistence
36 users on Federal public lands.  So all regulations by
37 law can only apply to those who are rural Federally
38 qualified subsistence users.  
39
40                 Other than the closure process, we
41 cannot regulate non-Federal users.  We can't regulate
42 an urban user like myself on hunting under State
43 regulations.  We can't say, you know, hunters from
44 Anchorage or Fairbanks can have an extended season on
45 Federal public lands.  We can only regulate Federally
46 qualified users with the exception of when there's a
47 closure in place, like the one that's being discussed
48 here.  The Board does have authority to close to non-
49 Federally qualified users, but we can't directly grant
50
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1 hunting authority to non-Federally qualified users.  T-
2 hat would be a violation of our legal limits.
3
4                 MR. UMPHENOUR:  So I assume then
5 somewhere in ANILCA regulations it must state that. 
6 Would it be possible for us to get a copy of that part
7 of the law that states that so that we could maybe
8 better understand it.
9

10                 MR. JOHNSON:  Through the Chair,
11 Virgil.  Basically there are several different
12 provisions of Title VIII of ANILCA itself and then also
13 the regulations that kind of connect the dots on rural
14 users, subsistence, Federal public lands, etc, etc.  So
15 it would be several provisions and I will see if maybe
16 I can work on just kind of a briefing sheet that pieces
17 all those together for you.
18
19                 MR. UMPHENOUR:  That would be helpful
20 because unless someone initiates change, change will
21 never happen.  So maybe it's up to us to initiate what
22 might sometime in the future be a change to this that
23 totally flies in the face of science.  I mean because
24 what we have is Federal Subsistence Board is supposed
25 to provide subsistence opportunity and to me
26 subsistence opportunity means reasonable opportunity. 
27 You're supposed to provide reasonable opportunity.  
28
29                 So if there's not enough animals to
30 have reasonable opportunity and you know the reason
31 why, then it seems like something should be done about
32 it.  But then the manager's hands are tied and they
33 can't do nothing about it, and our hands are tied, the
34 Federal Board's hands are tied, so we need to untie
35 their hands so that we can use modern science to manage
36 -- to meet the objective, which is to provide
37 reasonable opportunity for subsistence.
38
39                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  So that leads
40 me to a question.  Virgil, going back in time in
41 history, do you remember the final rule over same-day
42 airborne of free-ranging wolves?  That never got
43 changed.  It's still out there.  And that's why this
44 was so horrible in my mind to see bear baiting on the
45 final rule because that's something that happened I
46 don't know how doggone many years ago, but it's out
47 there and it can't be done on Federal lands.  
48
49                 This is a final rule.  It's already
50
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1 passed.  So what we need to know is how can you change
2 a final rule.  What's the procedure to change a final
3 rule that's out there?  There's got to be a way that
4 you can put out something that changes a final rule.
5
6                 MR. JOHNSON:  I can answer part of
7 that, Madame Chair.  Again, Carl Johnson for the
8 record.  It's three ways.  One of which is already
9 underway and that is litigation.  So there has been a

10 lawsuit filed against both the Park Service and the
11 Fish and Wildlife Service regarding their final rules. 
12 Another method that's commonly used is Congress cutting
13 the funding to implement certain rules.  That's been
14 done regarding Kagalaska caribou for the Fish and
15 Wildlife Service down in the Aleutians.  The other way
16 is to convince the agency to propose to submit a new
17 proposed rule for public review pursuant to the
18 Administrative Procedures Act to reverse that rule.  
19
20                 Those are the only real means
21 available.  A regulation once in place an agency just
22 can't withdraw it.  They have to go through a public
23 process.  They would have to submit a new proposed rule
24 that would reverse that decision.
25
26                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:   I have to
27 ask the question or its gone.  So we would have to
28 submit or request the agency to put in a new rule. 
29 Because litigation, as far as we're concerned, isn't
30 going to happen from us.  And then we don't have any
31 power to cut the funding.  So we're left with
32 submitting a letter to the agency to change it.
33
34                 MR. JOHNSON:  That's definitely one
35 route available to the Council, Madame Chair.  Just to
36 let you know the Kodiak/Aleutians Council has a letter
37 that is in the process of being reviewed and approved
38 right now that they are going to be asking all of the
39 Councils to endorse and sign onto, which will be
40 basically transmitting all of the letters that all of
41 the Councils sent in the process of developing first
42 the proposed rule and then the final rule and asking
43 the Board to transmit those to the new Secretary so
44 that the new Secretary, once appointed, is informed of
45 the Council's positions in the development of that rule
46 and then there's an ask in there for action.
47
48                 So that's a process that's already kind
49 of in the works and we're hoping to hopefully have a
50



EASTERN INTERIOR REGIONAL ADVISORY COUNCIL 2/7/2017

135 Christensen Dr., Ste. 2., Anch. AK 99501 Fax: 907-243-1473 Email: sahile@gci.net
Computer Matrix, LLC Phone: 907-243-0668

Page 73

1 draft of that letter.  It's nothing really other than
2 us attaching all the previous letters the Council sent. 
3 Kind of a cover letter for it, but you'll be asked
4 hopefully still during this meeting to endorse that
5 letter.
6
7                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Yeah, I guess
8 endorsing the letter is fine, but asking for them to
9 change was that in the letter?

10
11                 MR. JOHNSON:  I don't recall off the
12 top of my head, but....
13
14                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  That's what I
15 would say.....
16
17                 MR. JOHNSON:  .....the previous
18 correspondences did ask that.  So it's basically
19 incorporating all the previous comments from the
20 Councils.
21
22                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Oh, I would
23 say we need to request that they get rid of it in
24 whatever way it can be done by changing it.  Put out a
25 new proposed rule to get rid of it.  That's how it has
26 to happen.
27
28                 Andy.
29
30                 MR. BASSICH:  Thank you, Madame Chair. 
31 I think that's certainly the long route to try and get
32 a change made.  I think really if you look at the
33 overall problem, why can't people locally take care of
34 this problem themselves.  Basically it goes right down
35 to a fundamental across the Interior of Alaska most
36 rural place and that's plain economics.
37
38                 If you're going to go out and you're
39 going to harvest predators, whether it be bears or
40 wolves or whatever, it takes time, it takes money, and
41 most people living out in rural areas are really living
42 hand to mouth now.  There's very few people that have a
43 lot of excess money to go out and participate in these
44 things.
45
46                 So it seems to me that short term, if
47 you really want to effect some change what you need to
48 do is develop an economic incentive for people to go
49 out and do this whether it be through bounties, through
50
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1 donated monies, that sort of an avenue.  It's just like
2 going back to the fishing in the fish camps.  If you
3 want people to participate in something, it has to be
4 something that's going to be at least covering the cost
5 of their effort to do it.  Hopefully -- really, if you
6 want a lot of participation, it has to be something
7 that people in rural areas can actually make some money
8 doing.  It's getting harder and harder to trap.  It's
9 getting harder and harder to make money out in rural

10 areas.
11
12                 I guess the bottom line, I'll cut this
13 pretty short, is get some economic incentives into an
14 area and you'll get people starting to participate. 
15 I've always been a strong believer that  local action
16 to take care of an issue is always the most effective. 
17 Not only in timeframes, but also in the efficiency of
18 it.  
19
20                 So trying to work through some kind of
21 groups that would recognize that this is a problem,
22 whether it be some of these large hunting organizations
23 that would be willing to donate monies for bears or
24 wolves that are taken or whatever.  That to me seems
25 like the most efficient way to have an immediate
26 effect.
27
28                 Thank you.
29
30                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Just to
31 answer that quickly.  Living in rural Alaska you come
32 up with every kind of way you can make a living.  In my
33 living there I have become a hunting guide and I have
34 taken people out bear baiting.  If you want to see an
35 incentive to allow sport hunting of bear baiting --
36 somebody like Andrew could become a guide and he could
37 be taking people out and hunting bears.  That's a way
38 to have income in your area and that should not be
39 forgotten here.  
40
41                 It all kind of ties into the same thing
42 that you talk about fisheries. if people can't have an
43 income from it, there's no interest.  That would really
44 help here.  So that comes back to changing that rule in
45 my opinion.  I don't think it hurts to try.  You can
46 always make an effort to try.
47
48                 Donald then Bill.
49
50
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1                 MR. WOODRUFF:  Thank you, Madame Chair. 
2 I think I'm going to divert a little bit.  These rules
3 that are affecting people is primarily in Andrew's
4 area, they are only valid if people respect the law and
5 I think for the most part that we're all pretty much
6 law-abiding people and we respect the law and law
7 enforcement people.  
8
9                 When it comes right down to it, it's

10 the government that's not working for us, in fact
11 they're working against us, then we don't trust the
12 government to help us.  So, in that respect, I think
13 that what Andy said, deal with it locally.  So this
14 spring Fort Yukon could have a carnival as soon as they
15 can get their boats in the water and go out and shoot
16 every damn bear they see and make it a festival.  And
17 they can deal with it in their own way how they
18 distribute the meat or whatever.  
19
20                 I'm sure that there's probably four or
21 five hunters that could fill their tickets.  The moose
22 will be closer to the community because nobody is going
23 to go 50 miles from home to shoot bears.  Therefore the
24 moose will be more intensive around the community and
25 it's a problem solved locally until something else more
26 officially can be taken care of.  Basically it's
27 trusting the laws of the land.  If they aren't working
28 for you, you don't trust them.
29
30                 Thank you, Madame Chair.  
31
32                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Bill.
33
34                 MR. GLANZ:  All I can say is I see this
35 thing was instituted in 1993, 24, 25 years, and
36 nothing.  Now we're asked to, oh, yes, let's vote that
37 back in again.  You know, you probably should do what I
38 did.  I wrote letters to Trump already and I'm going to
39 write more.  I'm serious as a heart attack, man.  That
40 serious.
41
42                 First I have to admit I know we fought
43 against the law and nothing happened, but I wrote to
44 him about that.  Government takeover of the private
45 individuals' rights.  Not that I'm a politician, but
46 that's who you write to. I got a lot of laws changed by
47 writing the representatives and senators and going down
48 to State houses and beating on their doors.  That's
49 what's going to have to be done.  
50
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1                 The only way we can get rid of this
2 government overreach is by doing that.  That's the only
3 thing we've got left, guys.  We can send the letters
4 all we want to everybody, OSM, blah, blah, blah, and
5 nothing's going to happen.  We have to send letters to
6 our representatives, senators, blah, blah.  Get in
7 their pants, man, right in their back pocket and start
8 pinching their ass.  That's the only way things get
9 done in this world it seems.

10
11                 Another thing.  I've been on this board
12 now, what, 12 years and all we do is deal with
13 predators and no salmon.  That's the only thing we get
14 done and nothing is done.  Nothing is done.  The salmon
15 went to hell in a handbasket, man.  So everybody's got
16 to get political active.  I'm sorry to say it that way,
17 but it's the only way you get change.
18
19                 So thank you.
20
21                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Then they tie
22 our hands and tell us we can't write to the
23 congressmen.
24
25                 MR. GLANZ:  No.  We write individually.
26
27                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Yeah, but we,
28 as a Council, we can't even write to Congress.
29
30                 MR. GLANZ:  No, but you can mention
31 that you're on that board, but you're speaking for
32 yourself.
33
34                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  I know.  But
35 we should be able to write that as far as I'm
36 concerned.
37
38                 MR. GLANZ:  When I went in the Army,
39 the first thing they told me is whatever you do don't
40 write your congressman.  Hell, I was only 18.  I didn't
41 know where my congressman was.  I couldn't tell you who
42 he was.  I'd have to go get a book and find out who he
43 was to write him a letter.  But that's been changed a
44 lot in the last -- you guys are instituting the Hatch
45 Act, is what you're referring to.  
46
47                 As long as you're not being paid, you
48 can write anything you want.  The minute you're in
49 uniform or you're getting paid for your opinion and you
50
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1 write them, no, now you're violating the Hatch Act. 
2 That's why I never understood why Obama didn't get
3 nailed with the Hatch Act.  He was off campaigning in
4 Air Force One for a political party.  My God, that's a
5 Hatch Act violation right there.  
6
7                 That's all, guys.
8
9                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Let's stick

10 to this subject.  I don't like to be negative about not
11 asking for that, to them to rescind that or whatever
12 the words are.  Submit to the agency to get rid of the
13 proposed rule and ask them to do that.  It might be a
14 good time to do it.
15
16                 MR. GLANZ:  I agree.
17
18                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Andrew.
19
20                 MR. FIRMIN:  I guess going back to
21 Steve and your support for the subsistence, does that
22 mean at the Board of Game meeting next week is the
23 Refuge weighing on any of those or is that only coming
24 from us because there is bear snaring proposals on
25 there among other things?  Is the Refuge going to
26 support locals of snaring bears in 25D? 
27
28                 MR. BERENDZEN:  Madame Chair.  I can't
29 remember the specific response we had for -- well, the
30 multiple proposals, but the bear snaring in particular
31 I don't know if we were fully supportive or neutral on
32 that one.  Maybe Vince has the specifics. 
33
34                 MR. FIRMIN:  Because I know the other
35 thing that we put forward that didn't happen was the
36 community brown bear harvest plan, but then that was
37 when we found out we had the negative C&T finding.  But
38 that C&T finding is up at this meeting.  There again,
39 is OSM going to support that and should we throw that
40 community brown bear harvest plan back out there again
41 and hopefully the Refuge supports that then. 
42
43                 MR. MATHEWS:  Do you want me to answer
44 your first question and then we'll go from there.  Yes,
45 the Refuge did review all the Board of Game proposals. 
46 That's one of my duties to go through all the Board of
47 Game proposals, sort them out by Refuge, then I
48 subjectively rank them one, two and three, and then we
49 met and went through those.  
50
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1                 I don't remember the specifics on the
2 one proposal, I'll have to look it up, but we mainly
3 look at it if it's -- Sue can correct me.  We mainly
4 look at it if it's a negative.  If it appears to be no
5 biological concern, then we do not submit a comment on
6 it.  Does that make sense?  We run that through our
7 regional office and then that person will have that
8 information at the Board of Game.  So, yes, we do
9 review them.

10
11                 The second one I didn't catch on the
12 C&T on that, but I do want to remind you that, as
13 Virgil pointed out, you guys did get the Federal Board
14 to pass brown bear baiting.  So that kind of addresses
15 your question, can you take action similar to what
16 maybe was going to be allowed on Refuge lands passed
17 and not by the final rule.  Does that make sense?  So
18 you guys did get the Board to take some actions based
19 on your knowledge of customary and traditional use.
20
21                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  See we're
22 also talking about sport hunting too.  We're not just
23 talking about subsistence.  We understand that.
24
25                 MR. FIRMIN:  The economic drive was
26 taken away by the final rule.
27
28                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Right.
29
30                 MR. FIRMIN:  If I can't take somebody
31 out hunting and charge them, then there's less
32 incentive instead of got to go shoot 10 bears and sell
33 it to Lester for his dog food after I'm done dragging
34 them back home out of the swamp or, you know, done
35 eating them or whatever.  But that seems to be.....
36
37                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  If you're
38 lucky to get 10.
39
40                 MR. FIRMIN:  Without leaving town. 
41 That's just in my yard and in the dump, yeah.  And
42 that's just me.  I don't go as much places as most
43 people do.  I mean fishnet and down there in the wood
44 yard.  I stay close to home unless I'm out on hunting
45 trips. I know other people that get the same and
46 they're actively looking for them, you know.  I am, but
47 I'm a closer-to-town kind of guy lately.  
48
49                 I've got pictures of me and my little
50
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1 kid that's six years old walking by and 20 minutes
2 later on the trail camera there's a bear that big
3 walking behind us.  That means he wasn't very far away
4 when we walked over there and checked, you know, to
5 look at our bait stations and stuff.  He was right
6 there in the brush somewhere.  That's all right.  We
7 still shot one when we went there.
8
9                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  All right.

10
11                 MR. FIRMIN:  Like it says in the
12 report, there's a high amount and the local harvest
13 will have a hard time curtailing that because -- and I
14 know from our AC meetings and other people 
15 when there was incentive in the thousands of dollars
16 for bear derbies that you could see the difference from
17 10 years ago to today and the moose populations are in
18 the areas they're in because where a lot of the harvest
19 came from or, you know, the people that are trapping
20 wolves in the wintertime and in the spring we're seeing
21 more moose in those areas where previously there
22 weren't.  But now all the monetary incentive is gone
23 and nothing is there, so boo hoo and then it's back to
24 the handful of people that are out trying to use the
25 liberalized regulations.
26
27                 That just goes to where like Vince
28 says, if there's no biological concern, then they just
29 have no opinion.  Well, maybe that's something that
30 should change and say, hey, we know those guys and
31 there is no biological concern other than there's a
32 whole lot of bears there and maybe that would be an
33 easier methods and means for one person to fill their
34 subsistence needs and taking care of some of those
35 animals.  Reverse engineering predator management, I
36 guess, or whatever you want to call it.
37
38                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  So we're kind
39 of going through a thing that is hard on our brains. 
40 There was a second to your motion, right?
41
42                 MR. UMPHENOUR:  Yes.
43
44                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  So we're
45 sending a message we're frustrated.  I mean as managers
46 we're not angry at you guys.  We're angry at the
47 situation and it's very frustrating.  You know, you
48 just don't feel like you can trust Washington, D.C. 
49 The people that come to Alaska have a job for -- they
50
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1 just get the job in Anchorage, they're all urban
2 people, they really don't understand the lifestyles
3 that people live in Alaska and then they're down there
4 making rules and taking away stuff that helps us out. 
5 That gets very old quick.
6
7                 If there was a way to do something
8 about that, I want to do something about that.  But
9 getting back to this motion, guys, the discussion on

10 the motion.  We want more, huh?  This is status quo.
11
12                 MR. FIRMIN:  Well, it says -- the
13 question is status quo, more or less.  So, to me, that
14 means do we want to harvest more moose?  Well, yes. 
15 Then what do we do.  The population stayed the same or,
16 no, we don't want to harvest as much moose, so let's
17 cut the permits in half.  It seems like those are our
18 options.  We're only talking about moose.  Let's talk
19 about why there are no moose.  Because it says right
20 there there's an insane amount of predators.
21
22                 So instead of just saying more or less
23 permits, what's a 
24 solution was my whole question I wanted to get on the
25 record.  The whole argument of this is what we've been
26 trying to do.  Instead of getting worked against us,
27 work together to do something.  I guess more wildlife
28 proposals are needed.  Make more rules or lessen rules. 
29 It should be easier than that.
30
31                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  I know.  This
32 all comes down to the one thing every time.  Lisa, did
33 you have something to add?
34
35                 MS. MAAS:  I just wanted to clarify
36 what you guys are acting on.  So to maintain the status
37 quo means that the closure -- that moose hunting in
38 Unit 25D West is only open to residents of Unit 25D
39 West.  So that's the status quo, is just to maintain
40 only residents of Unit 25D West are able to hunt moose
41 in that area.  So if you restricted it further, that
42 would close it down completely.  That would mean no one
43 could hunt moose in Unit 25D West.  If you opened it
44 up, that would be -- you know, non-Federally qualified
45 users to come in and hunt in that area.
46
47                 So this isn't really getting at
48 proposals or permits.  It's just a recommendation on
49 the closure.  I mean there's certainly opportunity to
50
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1 discuss proposals, but as far as the action item right
2 now in front of you that you're acting on it's just to
3 maintain the moose closure so that only those residents
4 of Unit 25D West are eligible to hunt moose in that
5 area.
6
7                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Yeah, but at
8 the same time the frustration needs to be on the
9 record, which it is.  So discussing the motion on the

10 floor.  
11
12                 Andy.
13
14                 MR. BASSICH: Just a quick comment. 
15 Refresh my memory.  Wasn't it one of our proposals that
16 actually closed this so that it was only residents
17 only?  Wasn't that an Eastern RAC proposal that we
18 established quite a few years ago?  I think it was. 
19 Anyway, I guess my -- speaking to the motion, I think
20 it should be kept as status quo.  I appreciate Lisa's
21 clarification on what it is we're voting on, what the
22 motion is.  I would be supportive of keeping it as is
23 right now.  I don't want to see further restrictions to
24 local people and I certainly don't want to see more
25 people allowed to come in and compete with locals for
26 the harvest of moose in an area that's pretty depressed
27 to begin with.
28
29                 Thank you, Madame Chair.  
30
31                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Lisa.
32
33                 MS. MAAS:  I mean another option like
34 Andrew was saying I mean there is also the option of
35 other recommendation, which those 60 permits -- I'm not
36 sure exactly how that's negotiated between the State
37 and Federal agencies to 60 permits, but that's been
38 under prescribed on Federal land every single year.  So
39 I don't know if restricting permits would necessarily
40 make much of a difference because it's already only
41 local people hunting on Federal land.  I mean if it was
42 up to them, of course they would get more moose because
43 they're already harvesting less than they would need
44 to, but just clarifying that.  Other recommendation is
45 kind of vague, but that's another option.
46
47                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Any other
48 discussion on the motion.
49
50
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1                 MR. FIRMIN:  I just wanted to clarify
2 that we didn't really get on a tangent so much as --
3 the whole reason it's closed is because of all the
4 predators eating all the moose.  That's why it's
5 closed.  I was looking for a solution to the problem,
6 not more or less moose permits.  But maybe a solution
7 to mull over would be if you want your permit from the
8 State, you have to punch your bear tag first.
9

10                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  I've heard
11 that proposed before.
12
13                 MR. FIRMIN:  You've heard that a few
14 times before.  Maybe that's something those other
15 villages in the area need to start implementing.  I've
16 said what I wanted to get on the record, I guess.
17
18                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Any other
19 discussion on the motion.
20
21                 (No comments)
22
23                 MR. GLANZ:  I'll call for the question.
24
25                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  The question
26 has been called for.  All in favor of the motion status
27 quo say aye.
28
29                 IN UNISON:  Aye.
30
31                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Anyone
32 opposed.
33
34                 (No opposing votes)
35
36                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  The motion
37 passes unanimously.  I hope you guys hear help that we
38 need.  Next, review and approve the annual report.
39
40                 MS. WESSELS:  Ms. Chairwoman.  Members
41 of the Council.  My name is Katya Wessels for the
42 record.  I'm going to present a quick overview of your
43 annual report.  It's a draft annual report, so keep in
44 mind that you can make any changes, corrections,
45 additions that you would like to make.  We're sorry we
46 didn't get the annual report to you earlier.  It should
47 be in the supplemental envelope that was in front of
48 you on the table.  
49
50
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1                 While I'm doing a quick review, perhaps
2 you will get to read it in its entirety.  Basically all
3 these main topics were brought up during the meeting
4 that we had in the fall of 2016 at Fort Yukon and they
5 outline the main concerns of the Eastern Interior RAC
6 for fiscal year 2016.  
7
8                 The first topic that came up in the
9 discussions today already many times is the

10 understanding and tolerance of different cultural
11 hunting values of animal waste and work towards better
12 hunting ethics in the field.  For several years now the
13 Eastern Interior has many areas where ongoing user
14 conflict among various groups of resource users creates
15 stress and misunderstanding resulting in a waste of
16 valuable resources.
17
18                 Several suggestions have been made over
19 the course of time but none of these suggestions have
20 been implemented so far.  The Office of Subsistence
21 Management had not developed an outreach strategy to
22 use this user conflict and to educate hunters.
23
24                 The Council would like to encourage the
25 Board to set up a timeline for developing a strategy
26 and testing it out through a pilot project possibly. 
27 Often what causes user conflict is ignorance and
28 misunderstanding.  It also results in animal waste.
29 The Council also made a suggestion in the fall that
30 Board directs OSM to develop some kind of an education
31 publication on different cultural values that can be
32 distributed.
33
34                 So that was the first thing that was
35 suggested to be included in the annual report.  Does
36 anyone have any suggestions to change anything, add?
37
38                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Virgil.
39
40                 MR. UMPHENOUR:  Earlier we discussed
41 this same subject.  One of the things that I brought up
42 is we should involve the military in this as well.  I
43 know the military does require before anyone goes
44 hunting, whether they're military or civilian, on their
45 land that they have to go through their orientation
46 course and they should include the care of the meat and
47 some of those other issues we've discussed in that
48 orientation.
49
50
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1                 I haven't been through it, so I don't
2 know what they include in it, but I know that they have
3 conscientious people doing this and I do know that the
4 military has been very receptive to concerns of the
5 public in the Fairbanks area and I know they will be
6 statewide.
7
8                 Thank you, Madame Chair.  
9

10                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Andy.
11
12                 MR. BASSICH:  Thank you.  Maybe as a
13 way to condense and capture what Katya had just said, I
14 jotted down this and I'll just offer this as something
15 for the Council to consider and it would be that OSM
16 partner with the State of Alaska to identify lead
17 persons from its agencies who will work in partnership
18 to develop a small working group whose goal would be to
19 develop strategies for hunter education and outreach
20 programs both statewide and regionally.  And to begin a
21 pilot program focused regionally within the Eastern RAC
22 area.
23
24                 So I think that kind of captures what
25 Katya was saying and maybe makes it a little bit more
26 clear and concise as far as something that the Eastern
27 Interior would like to see happen.
28
29                 Thank you, Madame Chair.
30
31                 Does that make sense?
32
33                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Let's just
34 have a consensus.  Does everyone agree with that?
35
36                 (Council nods affirmatively)
37
38                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Okay.
39
40                 MS. WESSELS:  May I ask a question?
41
42                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Yeah.
43
44                 MS. WESSELS:  I have a question for
45 Virgil.  So, Virgil, you would like to add some
46 language in regards to involving the military into this
47 effort of hunter education?  You would like to add this
48 language to the report as well?
49
50
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1                 MR. UMPHENOUR:  That's correct, I would
2 like to do that.  Because a lot of the people, you
3 know, we have in Alaska -- well, there's over 5,000
4 troops at Ft. Wainwright.  I don't know how many are at
5 Eielson.  I know they're going to get a gob more with
6 the new units coming there.  They've got more new units
7 coming to Ft. Wainwright.  I know that Ft. Richardson
8 the Army has one Airborne Brigade there.  That's 4,500
9 troops.  

10
11                 I don't know how many other troops they
12 got, but there's probably in the neighborhood of 20,000
13 at least in Alaska between the Fairbanks area and
14 Anchorage area.  I know that a lot of them in the
15 military they really want to come to Alaska bad because
16 they want to get out in the outdoors and go hunting and
17 fishing.
18
19                 So I do know that they want to maintain
20 a good relationship with the civilian community.  So I
21 think it would really be good to invite the military to
22 participate in this.  They actually have people that
23 this is their job out at Ft. Wainwright I know for a
24 fact. 
25
26                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER: So the short
27 answer is yes.
28
29                 MS. WESSELS:  Thank you.  So if we've
30 finished with the first topic, I would like to present
31 the second topic on the annual report and it was
32 suggested by Rhonda Pitka.  There are  three rivers in
33 Alaska in the Eastern Interior Region to be more 
34 specific that got the old names to be approved by the
35 U.S. Board on Geographic Names.  
36
37                 Specifically in 2014 the river that was
38 formerly known as the Black River got its old name
39 back.  It's a Gwich'in name, Draanjik.  In 20015 two
40 other rivers, North and Middle Fork of Chandalar River
41 got their old names back, which are Gwich'in names,
42 Ch'idriinjik River and Teedriinjik Rivers.
43
44                 So the Council requested that the
45 Federal Subsistence Management Program would use these
46 names on the new maps and used in its publications,
47 analysis presentations and official correspondence.
48
49                 Does anyone have anything to add to
50
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1 that?
2
3                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Anyone.
4
5                 (No comments)
6
7                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  It doesn't
8 look like it, so go ahead.
9

10                 MS. WESSELS:  Okay.  So the third topic
11 is predator management is a subsistence practice.  It
12 was mentioned during the last meeting that the Alaska
13 subsistence users have a unique connection to the land
14 fostered by traditions and lifelong experience and
15 understand that all species need to be managed in a
16 balance and have a very well established tradition of
17 utilizing predator management as a part of their
18 subsistence practices.  In short, the Council suggests
19 that the definition of subsistence should include
20 predator management as one of the subsistence practices
21 and would like the Board to look into this matter.
22
23                 Does anyone have anything to add to
24 that?
25
26                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Actually,
27 this is a good place to add that we request -- I want
28 your help here -- change of the final rule to get rid
29 of certain practices of hunting predators. There was a
30 name for that final rule.  I don't remember the exact
31 name.
32
33                 MR. BASSICH:  Sue.
34
35                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Andy.
36
37                 MR. BASSICH:  Thank you.  It occurs to
38 me that for thousands of years people always, as a
39 traditional -- in the practice of subsistence use would
40 try to regulate some of the animal populations within
41 their regions to keep a balance there so that their
42 food sources were not jeopardized.  So maybe some sort
43 of wording that would recognize that predator control
44 is a long-standing cultural practice to maintain a
45 healthy biological and ecological system that supports
46 a subsistence lifestyle.
47
48                 It's nothing new, predator control. 
49 People have been doing it for thousands of years.....
50
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1                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Absolutely.
2
3                 MR. BASSICH:  .....in not so much a
4 highly -- not in a highly regulated or recognized
5 manner.
6
7                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Do you want
8 to call it management and not control because the
9 buzzword control is what red flags.....

10
11                 MR. BASSICH:  Did I say control?
12
13                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  You did.
14
15                 MR. BASSICH:  Oh, I'm sorry.  Yeah, I
16 would say management or maintaining the proper
17 ecosystem and balance.
18
19                 Thank you.
20
21                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  And did you
22 have an additional thought you were saying or were
23 you.....
24
25                 MR. BASSICH:  Well, I think if -- I'm
26 not really sure what the process is, but it seems like
27 that should go to the core definition of what
28 constitutes subsistence.  If you can get at that core,
29 if you could enter this into what is identified as a
30 core part of what subsistence activities are inclusive
31 of, then that would then open the door more for, if it
32 needs to be, whether it be litigation or regulation
33 change, that to meet that definition.
34
35                 MS. WESSELS:  If you look right now in
36 this annual report, it gives the definition of
37 subsistence as defined in ANILCA.  So you can read
38 that.
39
40                 MR. BASSICH:  But that's what I'm
41 saying.  It doesn't really identify the fact that
42 people for thousands of years have done predator
43 management to maintain the balance of the resource that
44 they used for consumptive purposes.  In ANILCA,
45 subsistence seems like it's defined strictly as
46 something that you consume.  But if what you consume is
47 being threatened by an outside entity that you have
48 some sort of ability to manage, then that's what you do
49 and that is the way life is out in that lifestyle. 
50
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1 That's been going on since man has been on the Earth.  
2
3                 So it's something that got missed
4 obviously in the original definition, but it might be
5 time to address that because as Virgil and Andrew said
6 and all of us know, we've been talking about this sort
7 of thing ever since these Councils have been created
8 and we're not getting anywhere.
9

10                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  I want to add
11 though that I was at the Federal Board meeting when
12 Mike Fleagle, it was one of his last Board meetings,
13 and Greg Roczicka was there for their RAC and he put on
14 the record -- and I'd like somebody to pull that for me
15 and show me again.  He put on the record and he got it
16 clear how the Federal government could do some things,
17 addressing just what you're saying.  
18
19                 Hey, this is -- and it says it right
20 here in ANILCA that it protects the food we eat, the
21 subsistence animals that we eat.  Mike wasn't getting
22 it at first, but Greg pursued until he said I get it, I
23 get what you're saying, and it meant exactly that,
24 management of the other species.
25
26                 So I don't know.  If somebody could
27 find that for us, I'd love to see that again.  It's
28 been how many years ago, six, seven, but it was really
29 good dialogue.  He kept reading ANILCA, he kept reading
30 ANILCA, and finally Mike said you're right, there is a
31 way that we can do some things here.
32
33                 Then another administration and he's
34 gone and a new person, so then it gets forgotten once
35 again.
36
37                 MS. WESSELS:  During what meeting did
38 that happen?
39
40                 MR. UMPHENOUR:  Obama got elected.
41
42                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  It probably
43 was 2004.
44
45                 MR. UMPHENOUR:  No, that is what
46 happened, Obama got elected, what happened to Fleagle.
47
48                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  I didn't hear
49 you.
50
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1                 MS. WESSELS:  Okay, 2004, but what
2 meeting?
3
4                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  It was the
5 Federal Board meeting.
6
7                 MS. WESSELS:  Oh, Federal Board
8 meeting.
9

10                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Uh-huh.  And
11 Roczicka was there for his RAC.  Is that the -- the one
12 at Bethel.  He's in Bethel. What RAC is that, Yukon-
13 Kuskokwim?  He was doing the wildlife and then somebody
14 else was doing the fisheries and it was a wildlife
15 meeting and then the discussion was very clear if we
16 read it again.  You know, I can't remember all these
17 details.  I just remember it was a really good
18 discussion that would really help us in this light.
19
20                 Andy.
21
22                 MR. BASSICH:  I think sometimes we go
23 about this kind of backwards.  We tend to always be
24 drawn into using the words predator control and that
25 sort of thing, but really what this entire issue boils
26 down to is food security.  I see a lot of effort around
27 the world being put into securing food sources for
28 people both locally and nationally.  I think it's no
29 different than that with this issue, only it has a much
30 greater impact because people who live in rural Alaska
31 in remote areas have no other means to support
32 themselves, so it becomes even more critical to those
33 people.
34
35                 So maybe the way for us to start making
36 more progress on this is to get away from talking about
37 predator control and start talking a lot more about
38 food security and maybe we'd get a little bit more
39 support. 
40
41                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  So you just
42 add predator management and food security.  Okay.  But
43 I still think there's an opportunity here under this
44 number three to add we would like to pursue changing
45 that or I don't know how to say the words.  Getting rid
46 of that Federal proposed rule -- final rule to get rid
47 of all the seasons and bag limits that we're against
48 and one being bear baiting.  There was a whole bunch of
49 them that was all together there.
50
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1                 Carl.
2
3                 MR. JOHNSON:  Just a suggestion, Madame
4 Chair.  I would suggest in order to keep the subjects
5 separate, because what I think I hear Andy saying is
6 that the definition of subsistence and how it applies
7 to Federal subsistence regulations should incorporate
8 an appreciation of a long-standing customary and
9 traditional practice.  Whereas the final rule deals

10 with how different land managing agencies implement or
11 don't allow State regulations to be implemented.  So
12 kind of subject matter is different.  If you want to
13 include it, I'd just have it as a separate stand-alone
14 item.
15
16                 Thank you, Madame Chair.  
17
18                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Okay.  I'm
19 probably going to be adamant on that one to add that
20 just after this whole discussion on 25D moose.
21
22                 MS. WESSELS:  Just to clarify, you
23 would like to add another topic to the annual report
24 just like Carl suggested.
25
26                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Right.
27
28                 MS. WESSELS:  Okay.
29
30                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  And we can
31 talk about that if we're done with this, but from what
32 I'm understanding Andy saying, predator control and
33 food security.
34
35                 MR. BASSICH:  Food security and
36 predator management.
37
38                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Oh, food
39 security is first?
40
41                 MR. BASSICH:  Oh, absolutely because it
42 goes down to that.  Predator management is a secondary
43 activity to make sure you have food security.
44
45                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Okay.  Are we
46 all on the same page?
47
48                 (Council nods affirmatively)
49
50
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1                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Okay.
2
3                 MS. WESSELS:  Okay, great.  So the next
4 topic is limited subsistence salmon fishing
5 opportunities for rural residents of the Porcupine
6 River.  This topic already being in the previous annual
7 report for the Eastern Interior RAC.  Eastern Interior
8 RAC felt that the reply that the Board provided was
9 insufficient.  So the Council suggests that the Board

10 looks into taking a completely different approach to
11 the management strategy of the subsistence salmon in
12 the Porcupine River.  
13
14                 The main justification for that is that
15 the very few residents that reside along the Porcupine
16 River and these rural residents rely heavily if not
17 completely on subsistence salmon to feed the families
18 and dog teams and to use salmon as bait in the
19 traplines.
20
21                 So the Council proposed that the Board
22 look into a variety of new management solutions on
23 these issues.  The Council suggested the following: 
24 Consider instituting a system of specialized permits,
25 consider closing only a section of Porcupine River at
26 its confluence with the Yukon River and allowing
27 subsistence fishing in the upper part of Porcupine
28 River.
29
30                 The last one, devise new methods of
31 communicating the information on fishing openings and
32 closures to remote residents in a timely manner for
33 subsistence users to take advantage of them.
34
35                 Does anyone have anything to add,
36 correct? 
37
38                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Andy.
39
40                 MR. BASSICH:  Yeah, I guess going back
41 to a previous thought I heard earlier in the meeting,
42 maybe it would be good to explore the possibility for
43 allowing at times of low abundance on the Porcupine
44 River where managers feel like there's a need to have
45 conservation actions put in place, to have a quota, an
46 allocation for -- a family quota or allocation for
47 those people living further up the Porcupine River that
48 have no other opportunities available to them for a
49 particular number of king salmon or fall chum,
50
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1 depending on what the shortage would be.
2
3                 And I say that because the people of
4 Fort Yukon always have 
5 the option of fishing in multiple areas, so closing the
6 mouth would work to a certain extent.  Closing the
7 entire river is creating a hardship for the people
8 further up the river above and beyond what that
9 hardship might be to people around Fort Yukon.

10
11                 Given my knowledge and experience with
12 Porcupine fall chum and king salmon management through
13 the Yukon River Panel, if it's only five or six
14 families and it's 10 fish or something like that for
15 king salmon, that's not going to heavily impact the
16 overall escapement or needs up in Canada.  
17
18                 So it would be something that would
19 greatly help the people out in a really remote part of
20 the state to subsist and continue their cultural
21 practices out there without really having any negative
22 impacts.
23
24                 So I guess bottom line what I'm asking
25 for is look into the possibility of what kind of
26 allocation could be given to people. I hate to see the
27 word permits used because oftentimes there's a lot of
28 negative thoughts and feelings and control issues.  So
29 I would much rather see the word an allocation, which
30 is a much more positive message than permitting or
31 controlling.
32
33                 So those are my thoughts on it.  I
34 don't really know enough about what's allowable and
35 what's not, but I think it could be explored and these
36 people could be protected in their lifestyles.  For me,
37 that's why I'm on this Council.  I don't want to see
38 people in remote areas have to leave because they can't
39 utilize the resources around them.
40
41                 MR. FIRMIN:  Thanks, Andy.  That sounds
42 good.  When we were in Fort Yukon, we kind of heard the
43 same thing or similar thoughts from talking to people
44 also that when you're living on the river and you're
45 restricted somewhat for chums and king salmon and
46 you're living out there, it puts a real hardship on the
47 people that are out there.  
48
49                 I think my uncle was out there in 2015
50



EASTERN INTERIOR REGIONAL ADVISORY COUNCIL 2/7/2017

135 Christensen Dr., Ste. 2., Anch. AK 99501 Fax: 907-243-1473 Email: sahile@gci.net
Computer Matrix, LLC Phone: 907-243-0668

Page 93

1 and he said he didn't even bother fishing because it
2 didn't know when it was open or closed.  Geez, I really
3 don't want somebody flying out here and looking at what
4 I'm doing and telling me when I can fish or not.  I'd
5 just rather people just leave me alone and just do
6 without.  That's just not the way it should be.
7
8                 The other sad thing is when you don't
9 have that cooperation or people cooperating on the

10 other side of the border with you when you go look on
11 Facebook and people in Old Crow have got their smoke
12 caches full of king salmon and people just sitting in
13 Fort Yukon saying, geez, that must be nice.  There's
14 nobody counting them or closing them on that side of
15 the border.  I don't know what their management does
16 over there.  It seems like they don't tell us much. 
17 Even when I was on they don't tell you much of what's
18 going on.
19
20                 But I agree with you, Andy, on having
21 that allocation per family or household if we're living
22 remote in that area is a good idea.
23
24                 MR. BASSICH:  If I can clarify, in
25 times of conservation needs.  I don't want this to
26 become something that they're allocated 10 king salmon
27 a year and once the run comes back, which it will
28 eventually, they're made to stay at that.  So it's very
29 similar to some of the things that we're enacting on
30 the Yukon River where in times of conservation is at
31 the beginning of any kind of action.
32
33                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Okay.  Are we
34 all in agreement on that?
35
36                 (Council nods affirmatively)
37
38                 MR. GLANZ:  Sounds good.
39
40                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Okay.  
41
42                 MS. WESSELS:  So the fifth topic is
43 importance of youth engagement in resource management. 
44 The Council really appreciated having youth being
45 present at their meeting at Fort Yukon.  The Council
46 wants to officially thank the Yukon Flats National
47 Wildlife Refuge for bringing youth from several Eastern
48 Interior communities to listen and participate in that
49 meeting. 
50
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1                 The Council encourages the Board to
2 provide youth with opportunities to learn about
3 resource management and to participate in various
4 meetings and workshops.
5
6                 Would anyone like to add anything to
7 that?
8
9                 MR. WOODRUFF:  I would.  Madame Chair.

10
11                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Don.
12
13                 MR. WOODRUFF:  That speaks to the fact
14 that when we go to a village for a meeting we have so
15 much better input than we have in Fairbanks. If you
16 look out in the audience, there's very little
17 participation from the communities that we represent. 
18 It had been a long time since we'd been to a village
19 for a while and I think that's going to be beneficial
20 when we go to Tanana.  It's going to be the same thing. 
21 If we can get the youth to participate, the more the
22 better.
23
24                 Thank you.
25
26                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Anybody else. 
27 Vince, do you want to add to our annual report.
28
29                 MR. MATHEWS:  The real thanks should go
30 to the Council of Athabascan Tribal Governments. 
31 They're the ones that organized that.  We assisted with
32 it through funding and that.  So somehow weave them in
33 there.  It would be greatly appreciated.  So that gets
34 it on the record.  It was a cooperative effort.
35
36                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Thank you,
37 Vince.
38
39                 MS. WESSELS:  Okay.  The sixth topic is
40 notice to subsistence users on proposed changes to the
41 Code of Federal Regulations.  The Council requests that
42 the Board sets a system in place to improve
43 notification of the subsistence users on any proposed
44 or pending major changes to the CFR that might affect
45 their livelihood and ability to use wild renewable
46 resources for direct personal or family consumption.
47
48                 The current methods used for
49 distributing this information are not adjusted to the
50
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1 rural Alaska realities and efforts of  engaging
2 subsistence users to solicit their input are minimal.
3
4                 Would anyone else care to add anything
5 to these, change or correct?
6
7                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Council
8 members.  I've got to ask Carl a quick question.  Is
9 that where my idea of CFRs -- because this is all CFRs,

10 this is where their final rule comes from, right?
11
12                 MR. JOHNSON:  What's the question,
13 Madame Chair?
14
15                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  My idea that
16 you separated out from management and food security
17 really kind of comes under this, doesn't it?
18
19                 MR. JOHNSON:  Well, it's still a
20 different subject because if I'm hearing what Katya was
21 saying and when I recall reading this, the issue here
22 is we need -- Federal agencies need to better get
23 information out to people in the communities to notify
24 them of pending changes as just a general procedure as
25 a practice of how we communicate with the public.  So
26 that would still seem to be separate.  
27
28                 Your desire to add the issue about the
29 final rule just as a separate, we can do that and
30 Council had a really robust discussion on the issue
31 earlier and we can just go to that information to draw
32 from to fill out this item for the annual report.
33
34                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Okay.
35
36                 MS. WESSELS:  Yeah, we can add another
37 topic.  It's not like you're limited to the number of
38 topics that you bring in your annual report.
39
40                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Yeah, I
41 wasn't getting at that.  I was just thinking it might
42 be under that.  Okay.  Is the Council okay with that?
43
44                 Donald.
45
46                 MR. WOODRUFF:  So what you're saying is
47 that the discussion we had earlier will be number
48 seven.
49
50
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1                 MS. WESSELS:  Yes.
2
3                 MR. WOODRUFF:  Okay.  Thank you.
4
5                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Okay.  Bill.
6
7                 MR. GLANZ:  You're talking about we'll
8 be informed once the laws are passed or while they're
9 being.....

10
11                 (Laughter)
12
13                 MR. GLANZ:  I mean, no, I'm serious.  I
14 mean something we have a chance to write our own
15 letters to somebody?
16
17                 MR. JOHNSON:  I would think -- this, I
18 believe, is referring to notification of pending
19 changes.  I know our practice, the Federal Subsistence
20 Board, we use a variety of methods to notify people
21 once a decision has been made.  So it's possible you
22 could suggest that agencies attempt to be robust both
23 on the front end and the back end just to be complete.
24
25                 MR. GLANZ:  I'd like to add that. 
26 We're notified the minute they've got a CFR going on
27 and what we can do about it ahead of time, not
28 afterwards.  That door is shut.
29
30                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Totally
31 agree.  I'm sure everybody does.  
32
33                 MR. GLANZ:  That's the only way you can
34 do it.  I mean what's the sense of being notified, you
35 know, the notification is I'm just the advisor, it's
36 been passed.
37
38                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Are there any
39 other topics you want to put on the annual report.  You
40 know what I thought of was Virgil's disease.
41
42                 MR. UMPHENOUR:  We could put the
43 listeria on there.  I'll  bring you the report from the
44 European Union and I'll also bring a report from the
45 Northwest Science Center in Seattle on that.
46
47                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Council okay
48 with that.
49
50
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1                 MR. GLANZ:  I'm fine.
2
3                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Okay.  That
4 was the only other one I thought of.  Okay.  Any other
5 discussion on the annual report.
6
7                 (No comments)
8
9                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Oh, here

10 comes a fun one.  State Board of Game wildlife proposal
11 discussion.
12
13                 MR. UMPHENOUR:  We should take a break
14 before we do that.
15
16                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Okay. 
17 There's been a request for a break.  We'll see you in
18 10.
19
20                 (Off record)
21
22                 (On record)
23
24                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER: If you could
25 take your seats, we'd like to get started again.  
26
27                 (Pause)
28
29                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  We're going
30 to take up Board of Game proposals next.  Andrew sent
31 out a list of ones he was interested in.  Donald said
32 he got them.  I got them.  I don't have the numbers in
33 front of me.  I apologize.  
34
35                 MR. FIRMIN:  101.  Start with 101.
36
37                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Okay.  I do
38 want to tell you that the Upper Tanana met and I do
39 have their minutes here and I think Katya might have
40 passed them around.  She said she was going to make
41 copies and pass them around.
42
43                 MS. WESSELS:  I didn't pass them around
44 yet.
45
46                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Oh, she
47 hasn't passed them around yet.  So they took up stuff
48 in Unit 12 and 20E.  So 101 is -- do you want to just
49 start with this, Andrew, with your list?
50
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1                 MR. FIRMIN:  The list I gave you was
2 just what the Yukon Flats AC took up.
3
4                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Uh-huh.  Was
5 101 on that list?
6
7                 MR. FIRMIN:  101 is the -- there's only
8 a couple that were more near and dear to my heart than
9 the others.  101 is a proposal that we came up with

10 through the AC, which is kind of spelled out as like a
11 Gwich'in celebratory potlatch moose harvest.  Because
12 now currently the way the regulation reads is somebody
13 has to drop dead before you can go shoot a moose out of
14 season to have a potlatch.  
15
16                 So to get around the mortuary or
17 funerary requirement -- you know, why can't we have --
18 there's an educational permit for like youth camp or
19 something like that, but we'd also like to have for our
20 own cultural camps, cultural stuff, you know, our other
21 potlatches that we have.  Like the Nulato stick dance
22 or Nuchalawoyya that they do in Tanana, you know. 
23 They're allowed three moose per year just for that
24 event.  I think the Nulato stick dance is allowed one
25 or two moose every year just for that event.  
26
27                 Basically the proposal, the way it's
28 written, is that the tribe, the Gwichyaa Zhee, Gwich'in
29 Tribal Government in Fort Yukon will be allowed X
30 amount of moose, but what I was going to request at the
31 meeting was like no more than 10 or something of that
32 nature because -- and then there's several different
33 events that are listed out there.  I think it would
34 probably be less than that number, but I hate to just
35 set a number on yourself, but it would probably be
36 between five and ten.
37
38                 At our last AC meeting we did ask Steve
39 with the Refuge and the Fish and Game biologist, Beth
40 and Jason, and I think their request that they had
41 yearly or annually are less than five each, like three
42 or four, and most of those come from Fort Yukon for
43 similar purposes, for funerary.  So the amount of
44 request that they get is like around six to ten per
45 year and they only give those out if there's no
46 biological concern.
47
48                 So it's not unheard of that the tribe
49 would be able to go and harvest these moose and still
50
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1 communicate with the biologists and that reason, but
2 it's just something that I think needs to be on the
3 books because it's simple.  Why do we have to wait for
4 somebody to die to have a potlatch.  So, come on, we
5 can have a party too, can't we?  I mean the sun is
6 still shining, we all survived the winter.  It's
7 Christmas, you know.  That's just  kind of the thing,
8 it's for your cultural and spiritual well-being.  
9

10                 I mean it's the place to go out and
11 gather.  Like in the springtime, the spring carnival,
12 it's a big community event.  It's all the surrounding
13 communities.  Every year, Iditarod, get outside and
14 have a cookout and visit all the other people.  It's
15 good to get out of your house.  You know, it's a small
16 mini-vacation.
17
18                 I think that's something that's good
19 for everybody and this is just something that addresses
20 that and allows the tribe to go and harvest a few moose
21 for its events throughout the year.  They're all
22 addressed to something that's been done annually for --
23 I don't know, since before I was around, I'm sure.  All
24 these events that always happen.  They may have had
25 different names or different things, but it's one that
26 I want to see passed and hopefully there's enough
27 people that go to the Board of Game meeting and
28 hopefully we've got enough members convinced.
29
30                 The one thing that we were worried
31 about I guess was we didn't want to see people taking
32 it and saying, oh, well, it's my birthday, I need a
33 moose every year on my birthday, kind of a request or
34 seeing it reflected statewide.  We wanted it to be more
35 of a this Native tribe is allowed this many moose for
36 its cultural and different various potlatches that it
37 has throughout the year.  You know, it's different
38 celebrations.
39
40                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Okay.  Do you
41 want to start with a motion.
42
43                 MR. FIRMIN:  Motion to support Proposal
44 101.
45
46                 MR. WOODRUFF:  Second.
47
48                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Okay.  Now
49 more discussion.
50
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1                 MR. FIRMIN:  Refer to what I just said.
2
3                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Okay. 
4 Exactly.  Bill.
5
6                 MR. GLANZ:  Yeah, we just took this up
7 at our AC last Monday I think it was and we passed it
8 on to Fort Yukon because whatever happens at the Game
9 Board.  

10
11                 The only problems I have is -- we had a
12 potlatch a while back.  I might have spoke at one
13 meeting prior to this.  It was supposed to be for
14 Saturday.  Come Wednesday didn't have a moose.  Come
15 Thursday they had five or six hunting parties out. 
16 They came back with three moose.  That's the only thing
17 that scares me in that.  There was two hunting parties
18 at Central that was out helping.  They didn't get any,
19 but they would have had five had they got them.  
20
21                 What galled me the most is one moose
22 that was harvested had a spring born and they harvested
23 it in October or something.  You  might as well shot
24 both of them.  And with it there was a nice bull, a cow
25 and that yearling.  Why didn't you take both of them or
26 take the bull.  The next one they shot by 80 Mile Road
27 Camp on the Steese Highway and when I went down to look
28 at the carcass, there was three embryos in it.  The
29 other cow they got -- none of them shot bulls.  They
30 shot all cows.  The other cow that I inspected had two
31 embryos in it.  In a sense they might have shot five
32 moose plus the three, so they had eight taken for a
33 potlatch.  I mean unregulated.
34
35                 The only thing I'd like to see is it
36 regulated.  I'm not speaking against the motion at all. 
37 There has to be some kind of regulation.  Then I've
38 seen people shoot it and they don't have a permit, but
39 they're doing something for a remembrance funeral. 
40 Where's your permit?  Well, we didn't get one.  We
41 don't need it though.  So I mean it's kind of out of
42 hand at times.  But that's the only thing I've got
43 against it, but I'm for it I mean.  That's all I can
44 say.
45
46                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Andy.
47
48                 MR. BASSICH:  Thank you, Andrew.  I
49 understand the reason for this and I'm in support of
50
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1 it.  I guess the question I do have is what kind of
2 discussions are they having in Fort Yukon in regards to
3 the low moose population densities and the fact that
4 they're trying to build moose up and then you're also
5 harvesting additional moose from the area.  So I
6 understand the cultural need for it and everything.  
7
8                 I guess my thoughts go along the lines
9 of Bill.  If you're going to pass something like this,

10 you need to put some kind of a terminal limit on how
11 many moose could be taken because I think it could be
12 abused very quickly.  We've sat at this Council for
13 many, many years working very hard to try and figure
14 out ways to increase moose population in the area.  So
15 I just wondered what your discussions locally are along
16 those lines. 
17
18                 MR. FIRMIN:  First of all, we're not
19 asking for cow permits. While there is a low moose
20 population, we realize that and I think in the past the
21 way we've been operating is we still report to the Fish
22 and Wildlife and Fish and Game.  On the permits we have
23 designated hunters that are going through there and
24 normally they are in a single party.  Maybe two
25 parties, but a lot of times they're designated by the
26 tribe.  If they're not designated by the tribe, then
27 they're out there poaching.
28
29                 That's something that we would still
30 prefer to -- you know, management.  And say, well, can
31 we go get a moose for this event. Yeah, sure, go get
32 one bull or, you know, hey, there's a lot of moose, go
33 get two bulls, go get a cow if you want.  But since
34 that's not the case, normally, yes, you're allowed one
35 bull moose for this event.
36
37                 Even in the past, I don't know, three
38 or four requests, because all the requests come across
39 my desk most of the time.  I don't think we've
40 harvested two moose, I think, in the past over the
41 winter that we've made a request probably of four or
42 five.  So it's not like all these requests are going to
43 be instant moose.  
44
45                 At the same time, the tribal practice
46 isn't we're guaranteed to go get one and we're not
47 going to send 20 people out.  We understand it's not a
48 free-for-all because that's one thing that we're trying
49 to get people under control, that you're not out there
50



EASTERN INTERIOR REGIONAL ADVISORY COUNCIL 2/7/2017

135 Christensen Dr., Ste. 2., Anch. AK 99501 Fax: 907-243-1473 Email: sahile@gci.net
Computer Matrix, LLC Phone: 907-243-0668

Page 102

1 to go -- you don't need to shoot five moose because
2 there's five guys in the boat with a harvest ticket
3 each.
4
5                 I know in the past that the tribe, when
6 they have gotten moose, they're learning to stretch it
7 out, I guess, and not -- our Christmas potlatch moose
8 is also feeding the elders kitchen. We're getting more
9 donations from people or we're making more use of one

10 moose than in the past when one moose was one event. 
11 Now they're making two or three events out of it and
12 just using other food sources such as fish or caribou
13 or store-bought food.
14
15                 MR. BASSICH:  If I can follow up. 
16 Would the people in Fort Yukon be in agreement with
17 putting a limit to the amount that could be used for
18 this, for ceremonial purposes, or are they just saying
19 -- I guess I'm trying to understand the full intent of
20 the proposal.  If it's already working the way it is,
21 what is it that you need in this proposal that you
22 don't have already?
23
24                 MR. FIRMIN:  I don't have to lie to
25 somebody every time we want to go get a moose potlatch. 
26 The Christmas potlatch, is it a memorial event?  Yeah,
27 Jesus died.  It's his birthday, you know. Can we go
28 shoot a moose for it.  I mean it's a 10-day
29 celebration.  Everybody is welcome to come eat.  But
30 instead do we have to take the happiness out of that
31 situation and hang a bunch of pictures of dead people
32 on the wall to say a prayer for them that they're not
33 there anymore.  Well, their pictures are already on the
34 wall year round anyway to honor them.  A lot of them
35 are elders and stuff.
36
37                 Yeah, we can call it that if you want. 
38 Do we have to?  I mean how much does that take away
39 from their original intent to get people and have a
40 happy time.  It's Christmas.  We shouldn't have to be
41 centered around -- you know, the celebration of life
42 kind of thing.  Let's do it that way instead of -- I
43 mean not every potlatch is a wake party.  Come on now. 
44 You know, we do have happy things, happy parties too.  
45
46                 So that's kind of my thought of it, is
47 while there is a memorial aspect to most of our
48 potlatches and honoring past chiefs and elders, there's
49 always an aspect to it of that, but why can't it say it
50
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1 in the regulations then -- and like I said, the number
2 that I had was probably five to ten moose annually
3 depending on the situation.  Are we expecting something
4 bigger than normal this year and we might need one or
5 two moose for this event instead of -- heck, we might
6 not need a moose this event because of some other
7 circumstances.
8
9                 So that was kind of the number that I

10 had in mind was five or ten.  That would all be
11 regulated through the tribe.  The request would come
12 from the tribe and they would regulate it.  Like I
13 said, it wouldn't be, hey, it's my birthday, I'm
14 calling Fish and Game and asking for a potlatch moose. 
15 The request would have to come through the tribe and it
16 would all be done through the tribe.  It wouldn't be
17 done through the individual.
18
19                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Virgil.
20
21                 MR. UMPHENOUR:  Thank you, Madame
22 Chair.  I support the proposal.  However, I'd like to
23 just bring up it sounds like it's going to be
24 controlled properly.
25
26                 The Fairbanks area we've got an issue
27 here and that is that people can put in for a potlatch
28 moose from anywhere in the state.  Because we have a
29 permit system here, people come from all over the state
30 for a potlatch moose.  There was someone here from
31 Sitka not that long ago and it seems to me Ketchikan
32 sticks in my mind, but I'm not sure, but I know Sitka
33 for sure.  
34
35                 So in the Fairbanks area a lot of the
36 hunts are by drawing permit.  What the department has
37 had to do here is eliminate a number of permits because
38 they don't know how many potlatch moose are going to be
39 taken.  What the big issue is is that they have to
40 issue the permit to anyone that asks for it, but then
41 there's no reporting requirement on it, so we don't
42 really know -- the Department doesn't really know how
43 many moose are taken, but they're guessing it averages
44 about 30 a year right around Fairbanks.
45
46                 So, like I said, they basically had to
47 eliminate and reduce a bunch of these -- well, the
48 drawing permit numbers they've reduced them because
49 what you go by when they figure out the number of
50
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1 permits is what the normal success rate is for the
2 number of permits issued around Fairbanks and like in
3 Unit 20, which is the unit around Fairbanks, hunter
4 success runs 22 percent.  So if you figure we're going
5 to have to eliminate 30 moose being taken because
6 they're being taken for potlatch moose, then it's
7 simple.
8
9                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  We're talking

10 about 25D, I think.
11
12                 MR. UMPHENOUR:  I know that.  I was
13 just pointing out a problem that the Fairbanks AC has
14 been addressing and trying to figure out how to solve
15 the problem.  I think it takes legislation.
16
17                 But, anyway, it sounds like a good
18 proposal to me that will be well controlled because the
19 Department and the Refuge both are going to know how
20 many they got and et cetera.  Doing it that way it's
21 not going to be like Bill was talking about.  Okey-
22 doke.  That's all I have.  I support it.
23
24                 Thank you, Madame Chair.  
25
26                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Andy.
27
28                 MR. BASSICH:  Question.
29
30                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Okay.  The
31 question has been called for.  All in favor of Proposal
32 101 say aye.
33
34                 IN UNISON:  Aye.
35
36                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Anyone
37 opposed.
38
39                 (No opposing votes)
40
41                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  I just want
42 the record to reflect what the discussion was here so
43 that can be sent to the Board of Game.  That meeting is
44 next week, isn't it?
45
46                 MR. GLANZ:  Yeah.
47
48                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Lisa, did you
49 have something here?
50



EASTERN INTERIOR REGIONAL ADVISORY COUNCIL 2/7/2017

135 Christensen Dr., Ste. 2., Anch. AK 99501 Fax: 907-243-1473 Email: sahile@gci.net
Computer Matrix, LLC Phone: 907-243-0668

Page 105

1                 MS. MAAS:  Yeah, I just wanted to
2 clarify, I guess, what you're kind of bringing up now,
3 that the deadline for written comments.....
4
5                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Is over.  I
6 know.
7
8                 MS. MAAS:  .....is over, but there's
9 still an opportunity to testify at the meeting.

10
11                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Right.
12
13                 MS. MAAS:  And I'm not sure
14 exactly.....
15
16                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Also, when
17 you come to the Board of Game, somebody can lay down
18 our stuff and then it gets passed around.  They get it. 
19 They always get it. 
20
21                 MR. UMPHENOUR:  May I say something
22 too?
23
24                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Here comes
25 the long version.
26
27                 MR. UMPHENOUR:  In addition, anyone
28 from the public can submit what they call a record copy
29 at the Board.  And then there's also always late
30 comments that come in after the deadline and they will
31 actually put those in the Board book.  The only problem
32 is you have to have, I think, 20 copies now when you
33 turn it in.  So if someone is going to be at the Board
34 meeting, I'll be at the Board meeting for sure, but
35 maybe Andrew is going to be.  I don't know.  Anyway,
36 then you can remind some of the Board members.....
37
38                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Right.  It's
39 not a problem.
40
41                 MR. UMPHENOUR:  .....look at RC so and
42 so.
43
44                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  We've got it.
45
46                 MR. UMPHENOUR:  Anyway, we know how to
47 deal with that.
48  
49                 MS. WESSELS:  I just want to say if you
50
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1 want one of the RAC members to be your representative
2 on the Board, just vote on that if it's Virgil or
3 Andrew.
4
5                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Right.  We'll
6 talk about that when we're done here because we usually
7 send somebody because somebody is here that goes.  
8
9                 Okay.  101 is done.  What's the next

10 one, Andrew?
11
12                 MR. FIRMIN:  I forget. 
13
14                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  I have to
15 look at my email. 
16
17                 MR. FIRMIN:  I just wrote down all the
18 ones that were in our book.  111 was the next one that
19 I had, the bear snaring.  110, 108, pick one.  108.
20
21                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Okay.  You
22 pick one.  108 it is.
23
24                 MR. FIRMIN:  108 is to reevaluate the
25 C&T use for brown bear in Unit 25.  This was the one
26 that I was mentioning earlier that we put in for a
27 community brown bear harvest plan.  It was denied
28 because we didn't have a positive finding for C&T.  So
29 apparently I don't use brown bear.  Neither does
30 anybody else in Fort Yukon.
31
32                 So we asked them.....
33
34                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Oh, it said
35 because of regulations it was overlooked.
36
37                 MR. FIRMIN:  Yeah.  It's just probably
38 more of a housekeeping thing.  So that was one that's
39 in there now.  So after this gets passed that's when
40 our next proposal that's open this meeting we should
41 resubmit our community harvest.  But that's under the
42 State.
43
44                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  But this
45 proposal will give you the C&T, is that what you're
46 saying?
47
48                 MR. FIRMIN:  Yes.
49
50
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1                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Yeah.  Okay.
2
3                 MR. FIRMIN:  Because I think they went
4 off of like one older report.
5
6                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Yes. 
7 Probably 30 years ago.
8
9                 MR. FIRMIN:  Yeah.  It was an older

10 report that didn't really address it.
11
12                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  And then
13 they've got to do amount necessary for subsistence?
14
15                 MR. FIRMIN:  I'm not certain.
16
17                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Usually
18 that's what goes with it.  Okay.  Well, do I hear a
19 motion.
20
21                 MR. FIRMIN:  Motion to adopt Proposal
22 108.
23
24                 MR. WOODRUFF:  Second.
25
26                 MR. GLANZ:  I'll second that.
27
28                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Okay.  More
29 discussion.
30
31                 (No comments)
32
33                 MR. UMPHENOUR:  Question.
34
35                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  The question
36 has been called for.  All in favor.
37
38                 IN UNISON:  Aye.
39
40                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Anyone
41 opposed.
42
43                 (No opposing votes)
44
45                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Okay.
46
47                 MR. FIRMIN:  Proposal 110.  Hunting
48 season and bag limits for black bears.  This is in 25B,
49 which would go from three to five bears and I think it
50
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1 was more of a -- in that area they do have -- that's
2 kind of the upper Chalkyitsik/Circle, upriver from
3 Circle.  This kind of came from the Yukon Flats AC as
4 they were -- the guys in Circle kind of wanted to have
5 that bag limit up there upriver from them as well.
6
7                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Yeah, looking
8 at the 25B black bear.  25A and B are the only places
9 that are.....

10
11                 MR. UMPHENOUR:  This is brown bear, not
12 black bear.
13
14                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Oh, is it?  I
15 thought he said black.
16
17                 MR. FIRMIN:  No, this is black bear.
18
19                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  110, black
20 bear.
21
22                 MR. UMPHENOUR:  I thought we were on
23 109.
24
25                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  No.  110.
26
27                 MR. FIRMIN:  I skipped 109.
28
29                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Anyway, it's
30 three bears.  Everybody else is five but A and B.  So
31 this is just for B?
32
33                 MR. FIRMIN:  Yeah.
34
35                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  To increase
36 to five.  Okay.
37
38                 MR. FIRMIN:  So I think it's pretty
39 straightforward in those areas.  People out there will
40 just be able to harvest a couple extra bears.  There's
41 no biological concern.  It says right there in our last
42 report there's too many of them to do anything about,
43 so let's liberalize it.
44
45                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  We should put
46 25A in there too, huh?
47
48                 MR. FIRMIN:  I don't think we could
49 amend that.
50



EASTERN INTERIOR REGIONAL ADVISORY COUNCIL 2/7/2017

135 Christensen Dr., Ste. 2., Anch. AK 99501 Fax: 907-243-1473 Email: sahile@gci.net
Computer Matrix, LLC Phone: 907-243-0668

Page 109

1                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  No, I know.
2
3                 MR. FIRMIN:  Maybe next time.
4
5                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Well, yes,
6 you can.  I mean working in the Board process you just
7 amend it and then.....
8
9                 MR. FIRMIN:  A friendly amendment

10 to.....
11
12                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Yeah, you do
13 an amendment and then you just pass it.  The Board does
14 that all the time.  I mean you can do it if you want. 
15 I'm just saying. 
16
17                 MR. FIRMIN:  If you want to, I'm game.
18
19                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  So right now
20 we have a motion to support 110.  Now you need the
21 amendment to add 25A if you want to do that.
22
23                 MR. FIRMIN:  Okay.  Then we'll amend
24 Proposal -- a motion to include a friendly amendment to
25 include 25A if the Board of Game feels that way.  I
26 just don't want to take anything away from this one. 
27 If they say no, would it be no to the whole thing or
28 would we have to have a second?
29
30                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  I see what
31 you're saying.
32
33                 MR. FIRMIN:  They can vote no to the
34 amendment, but yes.....
35
36                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  It's mostly
37 Federal land it looks like.  That's fine.
38
39                 MR. GLANZ:  I'd like to see it passed. 
40 I think we should just go with 25B.
41
42                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Okay.
43
44                 MR. FIRMIN:  Okay.  Motion to amend is
45 withdrawn.
46
47                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Any other
48 commercials -- commercials.
49
50
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1                 (Laughter)
2
3                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  I guess I
4 didn't get enough sleep last night.  Okay.
5
6                 MR. GLANZ:  Question.
7
8                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  The question
9 has been called for.  All in favor.

10
11                 IN UNISON:  Aye.
12
13                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Anyone
14 opposed.
15
16                 (No opposing votes)
17
18                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Motion
19 passes.  Next.
20
21                 MR. FIRMIN:  Proposal 111.  Open a
22 snaring season for black bear in Unit 25D as follows. 
23 There's stipulations in there for the trapper that they
24 incidently caught brown bears or so many brown bears
25 are caught incidently, those numbers could be checked
26 by Fish and Game or by management.  Snares must be
27 labeled in a similar manner as bait stations so people
28 aren't walking up to the tied up grizzly bear under a
29 tree waiting for somebody.
30
31                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Man, I see a
32 red flag flying.  Watch the Fish and Wildlife Service
33 come up with another proposed rule.  I'm sorry.
34
35                 MR. FIRMIN:  Well, I think this is
36 something that's -- I don't know, people say it's a
37 traditional way of harvesting bears.  It's no different
38 than snaring a wolf.  I mean it's the same practice. 
39 They say you're going to snare ungulates.
40
41                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  I know.  I
42 know.
43
44                 MR. FIRMIN:  Well, I'm just saying it
45 for the record that it's the same way you -- you know,
46 the same concern is out there that you're going to
47 snare a bunch of moose, but obviously there's no moose
48 in the country anymore.  They said so themselves. 
49 Then, you know, if you set it the same way as you set a
50
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1 wolf snare, you're not going to catch a bear -- I mean
2 you're not going to catch a moose in them.
3
4                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  You can't
5 snare in the winter because they're sleeping.
6
7                 MR. FIRMIN:  There you go.  But I mean
8 there's similar ways that you set the wolf snare is the
9 same way you set a bear snare.

10
11                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  July 1, huh?
12
13                 MR. FIRMIN:  That would -- July 1 so
14 their cub season is out of the way.  We did that to
15 appease the.....
16
17                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Hopefully not
18 happen.
19
20                 MR. FIRMIN:  Yeah.  Appease the biology
21 that we're not going to bother the women and children
22 until after they're raised, raised and weaned.
23
24                 And then we did, you know, on ourselves
25 put it so the sets must be checked daily and labeled
26 and then they could pull the snaring season if we
27 accidentally catch a bunch of brown bears.
28
29                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Virgil.
30
31                 MR. UMPHENOUR:  Andy, I want to ask you
32 -- you mentioned that the foot snares are not
33 traditional, but the neck snares are.  Would you want
34 foot snares to be legal as well or only neck snares?
35
36                 MR. FIRMIN:  I would like to see it
37 legal, but nobody uses them or they don't -- we'd have
38 to start making our own, yeah, but I wouldn't -- it's
39 just a non-traditional take.  I'm just trying to point
40 out that this is the method we've been using for the
41 last 50 years.  
42
43                 MR. UMPHENOUR:  Well, the reason I
44 asked that and I think you were involved in that with
45 the foot snares thing, was they did make it legal in
46 part of the state to snare bears with foot snares and
47 it worked out good.  So maybe you should -- well, it
48 doesn't say that in the proposal, but beings you've got
49 that there.....
50
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1                 MR. FIRMIN:  Okay.  All right.
2
3                 MR. UMPHENOUR:  I guess I was just
4 wondering if you wanted to amend it.....
5
6                 MR. FIRMIN:  To include?
7
8                 MR. UMPHENOUR:  .....or just to.....
9

10                 MR. WOODRUFF:  It does include unless
11 we specify otherwise.
12
13                 MR. UMPHENOUR:  If you just say a
14 snaring season for black bears, it wouldn't say what
15 kind of snares you had to use, so that would be okay
16 too.
17
18                 Anyway someone needs to be there to
19 talk to the Board members for sure on this issue
20 because the animal rights people are going to be out in
21 force opposing this.  With the meeting here in
22 Fairbanks, we have lots of tree huggers around and of
23 course some of them will even come from the Lower 48
24 sometimes to these meetings.  Like that woman who named
25 herself Feral that used to come up here.  
26
27                 But I support the proposal.  If there's
28 no other comments, I'll call the question. 
29
30                 MR. FIRMIN:  Wait.  
31
32                 MR. UMPHENOUR:  It wasn't seconded?
33
34                 MR. FIRMIN:  It wasn't a motion yet.  I
35 think I was just speaking.  Then make a motion.....
36
37                 MR. UMPHENOUR:  Just move to adopt. 
38 That's all you've got to say.
39
40                 MR. FIRMIN:  Okay.  Move to adopt
41 Proposal 111.
42
43                 MR. WOODRUFF:  Second.
44
45                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Just to
46 address what -- that would not be disallowed.  It would
47 allow snaring of bears.
48
49                 MR. WOODRUFF:  Yeah.
50
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1                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Yeah.
2
3                 MR. FIRMIN:  I agree with that.  That
4 would probably be easier just to say snaring, period.
5
6                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Well, doesn't
7 it?
8
9                 MR. UMPHENOUR:  It does.

10
11                 MR. FIRMIN:  It does.  But I mean maybe
12 like you said when it's before the Board of Game it
13 needs to state that because the reason -- I think the
14 thinking behind mentioning the foot snare was the
15 difference between is this something you've always done
16 or is this something new.  Is this a traditional
17 practice?  Well, yeah.  It's been my tradition my
18 entire life to do it that way. However, we're not
19 against doing it this way.  That was how that got in
20 there.  That was out of our comments and discussion
21 from the AC meeting.
22
23                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  And I'm sure
24 your ancestors probably did it also long before.  All
25 right.  Anything else.
26
27                 MR. WOODRUFF:  Question.
28
29                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  The question
30 has been called for.  All in favor of Proposal 111 say
31 aye.  
32
33                 IN UNISON:  Aye.
34
35                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Anyone
36 opposed.  
37
38                 (No opposing votes)
39
40                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Passes. 
41 Next.
42
43                 MR. FIRMIN:  Proposal 112 I believe is
44 an Alaska statute and that is the same-day airborne for
45 wolf hunting.  That's legislation it takes to change
46 that.  I don't know if that's something we can actually
47 -- have to throw that out on the annual report or.....
48
49                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Say again.
50
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1                 MR. FIRMIN:  Proposal 112 allows same-
2 day airborne hunting for wolf in 25D.
3
4                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  25D.  A lot
5 of Refuge.  So it would only be on State land because
6 you can't.....
7
8                 MR. FIRMIN:  That would be all the
9 private land surrounding the villages.

10
11                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Right.  And
12 private land.  I'm sorry.  But then this note here,
13 allows same-day airborne taking of wolves as part of a
14 predator control program authorized by the Board of
15 Game.  So what are they saying there?
16
17                 MR. FIRMIN:  They're saying.....
18
19                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  There's no
20 predator control program there?
21
22                 MR. FIRMIN:  Yeah.  So that was what I
23 mean it has to be by legislation I think was where --
24 due to Alaska statute because it needs to be -- the
25 Board of Game has to authorize the predator control
26 program in that area before we can allow that.
27
28                 MR. UMPHENOUR:  Yeah.
29
30                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Yeah.
31
32                 MR. FIRMIN:  So that's where I was
33 saying I don't know if this is a dead subject or if we
34 should comment on it.
35
36                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Even if it is
37 we can still support it.
38
39                 MR. FIRMIN:  Yeah.
40
41                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Because you
42 can put on the comment that we support it to be a
43 predator control program.  I don't know why that has
44 never been on there anyway.
45
46                 MR. FIRMIN:  Because there's not enough
47 State land in the area for them to implement that large
48 because it's predominantly Federal land.
49
50
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1                 MR. UMPHENOUR:  Have the various
2 village corporations and Doyon agreed to allow this to
3 take place on their land?
4
5                 MR. FIRMIN:   I know the tribe supports
6 and I don't think 
7 Doyon -- they haven't voiced any opinion.  I don't see
8 them in the crowd.  I know the tribe has been
9 supportive because the people in the AC are the

10 representatives appointed by the tribes.
11
12                 MR. UMPHENOUR:  What should happen is
13 you guys should contact Doyon and see if they'll
14 support that, and if they do, then lobby the Board to
15 pass this and make a predator management plan for Unit
16 25D and then you can do it.  Do like her son does. How
17 many wolves has he got this year?
18
19                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Twenty-five.
20 But he's not same-day airborne.  He's trapping.
21
22                 MR. UMPHENOUR:  No, but he has done
23 same-day airborne.  Same-day airborne has been
24 effective in Game Management Unit 13 and -- what is
25 that, 20E?
26
27                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  20E.
28
29                 MR. UMPHENOUR:  20E.  Anyway, then
30 there's an opportunity there to actually do something
31 meaningful.  But you need to get a hold of Doyon before
32 the Board of Game meeting starts first.
33
34                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Well, let's
35 not worry about.....
36
37                 MR. UMPHENOUR:  I know.  We don't need
38 to worry about that. I support the proposal.  Madame
39 Chair.
40
41                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Yeah, I think
42 that's all we need to do.  They're going to have to
43 sort it out.  We can't.  Did you make that motion?
44
45                 MR. FIRMIN:  No.  Motion to adopt
46 Proposal 112.
47
48                 MR. WOODRUFF:  Second.
49
50
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1                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Moved and
2 seconded.  Is there any other discussion.
3
4                 (No comments)
5
6                 MR. UMPHENOUR:  Question.
7
8                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  The question
9 has been called for.  All in favor say aye. 

10
11                 IN UNISON:  Aye.
12
13                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  All opposed.
14
15                 (No opposing votes)
16
17                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Motion
18 passes.
19
20                 MR. FIRMIN:  These are the easy ones
21 I'm just jumping through here.  Do we want to get into
22 113 now?  That's the resident bag limit for Dall sheep.
23
24                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  You're asking
25 do we want to get into it?
26
27                 MR. FIRMIN:  Well, I'm just saying the
28 AC took it up.  We don't have to.  Our AC took it up
29 and we voted in favor of it.  It's just changing the
30 three sheep bag limit for residents to three rams
31 instead of any three sheep.
32
33                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  I definitely
34 favor that.  Make a motion. 
35
36                 MR. GLANZ:  Has a motion been made on
37 12 there?
38
39                 MR. FIRMIN:  113.
40
41                 MR. GLANZ:  113.  If not, I'll make a
42 motion we adopt 113.
43
44
45                 MR. FIRMIN:  Second.
46
47                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Okay. 
48 Discussion.  And it's for Units 24B, 25A, 26B and C. 
49 Change the three sheep bag limit for residents to three
50
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1 rams.
2
3                 MS. LENART:  Madame Chair.  I'm Beth
4 Lenart with the Alaska Department of Fish and Game in
5 Fairbanks.  I'm an area biologist for the Yukon Flats,
6 Eastern, North Slope.  I just wanted to touch base with
7 Andrew on the AC vote.  I think originally it was going
8 that way to support it, but what I have in the final
9 minutes from Nissa was that in the end the AC opposed

10 it because they decided there was so little harvest. 
11 For the folks that were going to go out there and do
12 that kind of a hunt they had to go a long ways, so if
13 they could only get to a ewe.  I think that's what was
14 in the minutes. 
15
16                 At first I was thinking the same thing,
17 that the AC had supported the three ram bag limit, but
18 after discussion the AC ended up opposing it.
19
20                 MR. FIRMIN:  Yeah, that's right because
21 it would be more restriction on the user to have to do
22 that.  Did we vote no or did we just not vote on it
23 period?
24
25                 MS. LENART:  No, you just voted to
26 oppose it, but it was -- in Nissa's minutes it was
27 because there was not very much harvest.....
28
29                 MR. FIRMIN:  And it included the
30 hardship on the hunter.
31
32                 MS. LENART:  .....and the hardship on
33 the hunter.  This was for the -- and because under the
34 State permit, the RS595 hunt, the hunters that were
35 getting those permits that did not live in the area,
36 there were only a couple of hunters doing it and they
37 were getting rams anyways.
38
39                 MR. FIRMIN:  Okay.  Thank you for that
40 correction.
41
42                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  But that
43 doesn't mean we have to do the same thing.
44
45                 MR. FIRMIN:  No.
46
47                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  So we have a
48 motion.  Discussion.
49
50
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1                 MR. GLANZ:  That's a conservation issue
2 to me.  That's the main reason.  That's all that needs
3 to be said, I believe.
4
5                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Virgil.
6
7                 MR. UMPHENOUR:  Well, I think it's a
8 conservation measure to.  That area has -- well, Beth
9 would know better than me because I don't have the map

10 right in front of me, but I know a whole bunch of that
11 area the sheep population has had some bad hits from
12 bad winters and the population has declined and with a
13 declining population I don't think we should be
14 shooting ewes, especially when they have a season that
15 I believe is at least eight months long and they go
16 hunt them on a snowmachine in the spring when the sheep
17 can't hardly run or anything.  I don't like shooting
18 the ewes.  I think they should just shoot rams.
19
20                 Madame Chair. 
21
22                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Okay.  Any
23 other discussion.
24
25                 (No comments)
26
27                 MR. WOODRUFF:  Question.
28
29                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  The question
30 has been called for.  All in favor of Proposal 113 say
31 aye.  
32
33                 IN UNISON:  Aye.
34
35                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  All opposed.
36
37                 (No opposing votes)
38
39                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Motion passes
40 unanimously.
41
42                 MR. FIRMIN:  I believe 115 is similar
43 to one that we put through the Federal side, didn't we,
44 and it was to extend the lynx trapping season and just
45 have.....
46
47                 MR. GLANZ:  It was, Andrew.
48
49                 MR. FIRMIN:  Yeah.  Just do a lot of
50
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1 different seasons.
2
3                 MR. GLANZ:  This is just to get
4 everybody on the same page in these units 25.
5
6                 MR. FIRMIN:  I think while there was
7 some talking with other trappers they said they would
8 rather give up November and end in the middle of March
9 for the trapping of lynx, but at the same time all the

10 dates will be the same now.  So we just ended up
11 leaving them November 1st to March 31st.  
12
13                 We'll leave that up to the discretion
14 of the trapper because I don't think a trapper is going
15 to be out trapping a bunch of brown lynx or a bunch of
16 flea-ridden stuff in March or April, which they know
17 they can't get money for the good stuff, why would they
18 keep trapping the bad stuff.  It's a discretionary
19 thing to leave to the trapper and also the incidental
20 take and the question where they're not going to just
21 throw the animal away.  They'd still get something or
22 make use of it.
23
24                 MR. GLANZ:  Our AC voted for this also.
25
26                 MR. WOODRUFF:  Do you want to make a
27 motion.
28
29                 MR. FIRMIN:  Motion to adopt Proposal
30 115.
31
32                 MR. GLANZ:  Second.
33
34                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Any other
35 discussion. 
36
37                 (No comments)
38
39                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  We're kind of
40 doing this backwards.  I guess we should have the
41 motion and then discussion.
42
43                 MR. WOODRUFF:  Question.
44
45                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  The question
46 has been called for.  All in favor.  
47
48                 IN UNISON:  Aye.
49
50



EASTERN INTERIOR REGIONAL ADVISORY COUNCIL 2/7/2017

135 Christensen Dr., Ste. 2., Anch. AK 99501 Fax: 907-243-1473 Email: sahile@gci.net
Computer Matrix, LLC Phone: 907-243-0668

Page 120

1                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Anyone
2 opposed.
3
4                 (No opposing votes)
5
6                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Motion
7 passes.
8
9                 MR. FIRMIN:  Motion to adopt Proposal

10 17 for Western or Proposal 47 in the Interior.  That's
11 to change the definition of 
12 edible meat for game birds.  This is the one similar to
13 where the only game bird meat you're supposed to take
14 is just the breast by definition of regulation.  I
15 believe it kind of stemmed from Bethel because somebody
16 went and shot 10 swans and breasted them out and threw
17 the rest of the bird in the dumpster.  
18
19                 So it went before the Alaska Migratory
20 Bird Co-Management Council and they kind of redid it
21 and this is the result of it to where you actually have
22 to use the bird as most people do already anyway.  So
23 it's just putting it into regulation.  I think the only
24 bird that I know of that people don't do this or where
25 they get lazy is maybe with grouse or ptarmigan.
26
27                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  And that to
28 me is disgusting because there's just as much meat on
29 the thigh and the leg as there is each breast.
30
31                 MR. GLANZ:  I'd make a motion we accept
32 number 17.
33
34                 MR. UMPHENOUR:  It's 47.  The Board has
35 already addressed 17.  It's proposal 47.
36
37                 MR. GLANZ:  Our AC voted for 17, but
38 okay.
39
40                 MR. FIRMIN:  I think they're both the
41 same proposal.
42
43                 MR. UMPHENOUR:  Okay.  The Board
44 meeting has already been held for Proposal 17.  It was
45 held in Bethel.  But Proposal 17 and Proposal 47 are
46 the same proposal except Proposal 17 was for the Bethel
47 meeting and Proposal 47 is for the meeting going to be
48 held in Fairbanks starting on the 17th. 
49
50
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1                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  I'm glad
2 you're keeping us straight.
3
4                 MR. GLANZ:  I'd like to make a motion
5 we adopt 47.
6
7                 MR. WOODRUFF:  Second.
8
9                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  How do they

10 differ?  Why are they both in there?
11
12                 MR. GLANZ:  Same thing.
13
14                 MS. LINNELL:  They couldn't address the
15 statewide proposal.
16
17                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Oh, okay. 
18 Karen failed to tell us that she's a Board of Game
19 member.  She's a new Board of Game member.  I was going
20 to catch her up when she gets up here to talk.  So that
21 is why.  All right.  Discussion.  Do we need any more? 
22 I imagine they passed it, right?
23
24                 (No comments)
25
26                 MR. WOODRUFF:  Question.
27
28                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  The question
29 has been called for.  All in favor.  
30
31                 IN UNISON:  Aye.
32
33                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Anyone
34 opposed.
35
36                 (No opposing votes)
37
38                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Okay.  Moving
39 rapidly along.
40
41                 MR. FIRMIN:  Okay.  Skipping backwards
42 here.  I'll give you my brief overview.  All the brown
43 bear hunting ones.  The one that we took up was 109
44 where it affected 25D.  We already have a liberal brown
45 bear season there, so this guy's proposal would take
46 away from that.
47
48                 MR. UMPHENOUR:   What number is that? 
49
50



EASTERN INTERIOR REGIONAL ADVISORY COUNCIL 2/7/2017

135 Christensen Dr., Ste. 2., Anch. AK 99501 Fax: 907-243-1473 Email: sahile@gci.net
Computer Matrix, LLC Phone: 907-243-0668

Page 122

1                 MR. FIRMIN:  109.  Page 143.  He's
2 trying to lengthen the brown bear seasons in Units 25
3 and 26; however, because we've already liberalized our
4 brown bear season, his proposal will in effect shorten
5 some of ours.  So I think the AC voted just to keep it
6 the same.
7
8                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Wait a
9 minute.  This is the same from August 1st to June 30. 

10 That's just one month that you're not hunting, right?
11
12                 MR. UMPHENOUR:  No.  That's a whole
13 damn 11 months of hunting.
14
15                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Oh, there's a
16 July in there.
17
18                 MR. UMPHENOUR:  August 1 to June 30 is
19 11 months.  But he messed up on a couple other
20 proposals, the same proposer.  He has another one in
21 here someplace to lengthen the wolf season but what he
22 would really be doing, and listed several different
23 units like he did here, part of the units he was going
24 to do that in I guide in and he would have basically
25 been shortening the damn season instead of lengthening
26 it.
27
28                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  That's what
29 Nissa said.
30
31                 MR. UMPHENOUR:  So he needs to -- hey,
32 Aaron, he's your neighbor, you need to tell him.....
33
34                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  No more. 
35 He's in Glennallen.  
36
37                 MR. UMPHENOUR:  Okay.  Pay better
38 attention to the book when you write proposals.  He's
39 having horrible unintended circumstances if they pass
40 as written.
41
42                 MR. WOODRUFF:  Move to adopt 109.
43
44                 MR. FIRMIN:  Second.
45
46                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Second.  Any
47 other discussion.
48
49                 MR. UMPHENOUR:  Okay.  I'm against it. 
50
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1 I reference my previous comments.
2
3                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Okay.
4
5                 MR. FIRMIN:  Yeah, it would shorten or
6 take away from our season in Unit 25D, so I would vote
7 against this proposal.
8
9                 (No comments)

10
11                 MR. UMPHENOUR:  Question.
12
13                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  The question
14 has been called for. All in favor.
15
16                 IN UNISON:  (Two aye votes)
17
18                 MR. UMPHENOUR:  Redo that.
19
20                 MR. FIRMIN:  Roll call?
21
22                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  No, we don't
23 need a roll call.  We just need to know what we're
24 voting on.  109, are you in favor of making the season
25 shorter or longer.  This makes the season a little
26 shorter.  All in favor.
27
28                 (No aye votes)
29
30                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Everyone
31 opposed say aye.
32
33                 IN UNISON:  Aye.
34
35                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Okay. 
36 Unanimous opposed.  Where are we?  Are there more?
37
38                 MR. FIRMIN:  Oh, there's more.
39
40                 (Laughter)
41
42                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Yeah, I know. 
43 I had Katya put the Upper Tanana Forty Mile Advisory
44 Committee minutes in front of you and we don't need to
45 go through them, but if there's any of them you want to
46 bring up please let me know.
47
48                 MR. WOODRUFF:  66.
49
50
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1                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Okay.
2
3                 MR. WOODRUFF:  It's Page 103.
4
5                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  What's that
6 48 though on the crossbow.  They were against this
7 crossbow thing.
8
9                 MR. FIRMIN:  There was one more from

10 the AC.  I think it was Beth's proposal, it was 104.  I
11 don't know if Beth wants to maybe speak to it a little
12 bit, but it basically was extending the season to make
13 Porcupine Caribou Herd be able to be hunted -- you'd be
14 able to hunt the Porcupine Caribou Herd, the bulls,
15 year round and it would be, I believe.....
16
17                 MR. UMPHENOUR:  What proposal number?
18
19                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  104.
20
21                 MR. GLANZ:  Page 135.
22
23                 MR. FIRMIN:  And I think it would
24 shorten the cow season.
25 It was liberalizing the Porcupine Caribou Herd hunting
26 seasons. After sitting at the Federal Subsistence Board
27 meeting and listening about the Western Arctic Caribou
28 Herd and seeing grown men in tears there and how they
29 can't hunt caribou because of all the people hunting
30 there and the hundreds of boats in the river and the
31 people not being able to provide for themselves and
32 having this closure.  It was pretty disheartening to
33 see and have to listen to.  I'd hate to see that happen
34 in other regions and I'm glad they voted to keep that
35 closed, local people only.
36
37                 It just seems to me that that's got to
38 be an expensive place to get to, to go to Kobuk, to go
39 hunt caribou for the fun of it when you live in
40 Anchorage.  I'm sure they're under the guise of
41 subsistence.  I don't know what a plane ticket would
42 cost to Kobuk from Anchorage, but it can't be cheap.
43
44                 But along those lines I just see that
45 while the Porcupine Caribou Herd some of the lack of
46 information that we've seen in the past few years that
47 I've been requesting, we've been requesting, while it
48 is there, I don't see liberalizing the hunt on the
49 Porcupine Caribou Herd as a positive thing for us as
50
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1 all those hundreds of boats and displaced hunters that
2 are decimating the caribou herd in the Kobuk are all
3 going to decide to go subsistence hunting in the Brooks
4 Range on the eastern side instead of the western side
5 because the season is open year round on that side, so
6 I don't have to fly my Super Cub to Kobuk anymore, I
7 can fly it to Fort Yukon.  It's just a scenario I see
8 in my mind.
9

10                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  There's
11 always a domino effect when something like that
12 happens.  Beth, did you have something?
13
14                 MS. LENART:  Madame Chair.  Beth Lenart
15 for the record.  So when the AC had this discussion --
16 well, this proposal would extend the season from April
17 30th till June 30th for bulls and then from May 16th to
18 June 30th for cows.  It was to provide opportunity
19 mostly for people in the area.  My understanding from
20 the Yukon Flats AC was that they preferred to give
21 those caribou a break during that time period because
22 they're getting ready to calve.  Even though there
23 might be some still around Arctic Village and the south
24 side of the Brooks Range, most of them go to the north
25 side.
26
27                 Is that your recollection, Andrew, that
28 you guys wanted to give the caribou a break partly
29 besides the concern about other hunters coming from
30 other areas?
31
32                 MR. FIRMIN:  Yeah.  And the other
33 concern was the time of the season and giving them a
34 break.  Giving them a month off from getting shot at. 
35 Also in their migratory patterns having the hunting of
36 the frontrunners and stuff, so there was another
37 discussion that was brought up that they're not even
38 given a chance to stop and mull about in one area to
39 calve.  It seems like having a year-round season where
40 you can constantly follow them around and shoot at them
41 just doesn't sound like a sound management practice to
42 the AC.  So that was the other part of it.
43
44                 That was my other concern that I
45 brought forward was from the Federal Subsistence Board
46 was listening to all the people there from the
47 Kotzebue/Kobuk/Selawik area talk about all the hunters. 
48 While that herd may be in decline and the Porcupine
49 Caribou Herd is not, where are all those hunters going
50
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1 to go when there's literally hundreds of boats.
2
3                 So that was my concern on liberalizing
4 it any more than it already is.
5
6                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Andy.
7
8                 MR. BASSICH:  Yeah, I'm not in support
9 of this and my justification for it is some of the

10 comments that Andrew had, but I also have concerns
11 about temperatures.  Once you get later into the season
12 and you get into remote areas taking care of meat
13 properly and getting it transported home becomes very
14 complicated.  It's one thing to travel to your home
15 fairly close. It's another thing to try and take it all
16 the way across the state.
17
18                 I think for me it becomes an
19 ethological issue and we talked a lot about that today
20 with some of the education that needs to take place. 
21 So I just don't think this is good.  My gut tells me
22 this is just not a good thing to do, so I'm going to be
23 in 
24 opposition to supporting this.
25
26                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Any other
27 discussion.
28
29                 MR. WOODRUFF:  Did we have a move to
30 adopt?
31
32                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  I'm losing
33 track, but I thought -- I don't think we did.  We have
34 to have a motion to adopt.
35
36                 MR. FIRMIN:  Motion to adopt Proposal
37 104.
38
39                 MR. WOODRUFF:  Second.
40
41                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Okay.  We've
42 had some discussion against this proposal.  I hear
43 Virgil talking under his breath over here.  I think he
44 had some input.
45
46                 MR. UMPHENOUR:  Right.  I think I need
47 to get the area biologist back up there.  Actually this
48 proposal, about the only thing it's doing is making it
49 so they can't shoot cows May 16 through June 30th,
50
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1 right?
2
3                 MS. LENART:  Member Umphenour, through
4 the Chair.  25A is split up 25A West and 25A East for
5 current regulations.  So currently in 25A East, Arctic
6 Village and east, the season ends on April 30th.  So it
7 was to extend the season for bulls and then to also
8 have a longer season for cows.  I submitted this
9 proposal and I was thinking of opportunity for folks

10 that lived in the area, if there was still caribou
11 around.  
12
13                 I had not talked to the AC about it
14 before I submitted the proposal, but it was clear to me
15 after our AC meeting that the AC felt pretty strongly
16 about giving those caribou a break.  Then they were
17 concerned about potential pressure from other caribou
18 hunters who were being displaced.
19
20                 Another thing that I did do, I didn't
21 get to talk to the North Slope AC, but I talked to a
22 member of the AC and a member of the Regional Advisory
23 Council out of Kaktovik because that season up there
24 would be extended also and they really voiced the same
25 concerns about leaving the caribou alone, letting the
26 calves get a month of growth on them before hunting
27 them.  So, in general, that person anyway had opposed
28 extending the season similarly to the Yukon Flats AC.
29
30                 MR. UMPHENOUR:  Okay.  Do you support
31 your proposal?
32
33                 MS. LENART:  Well, I don't know what
34 I'll say at the Board, but no.  I mean I think if the
35 ACs are not -- in my mind, it was to provide
36 opportunity for the folks that were living out there
37 and there were still some caribou around.  If that's
38 not what folks want to do, then that's fine.  So it was
39 a lesson for me to get to my ACs before I submit a
40 proposal.  Let me put it that way.  
41
42                 And that's what I'll say to the Board. 
43 The AC didn't support it.  Members of the other AC that
44 I talked to didn't support it and the reasons why. 
45 I'll voice their concerns at the Board.  We already
46 currently have a very long season.  I mean there's not
47 that much missed opportunity by not extending the
48 season.
49
50
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1                 MR. UMPHENOUR:  Thank you.  Then I
2 won't be supporting it beings the proposer has changed
3 her mind.  Madame Chair.  And I call the question.
4
5                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Okay.  All of
6 those in favor of this proposal say aye.
7
8                 (No aye votes)
9

10                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Proposal 104.
11 All opposed say aye.
12
13                 IN UNISON:  Aye.
14
15                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Proposal
16 fails.
17
18                 MR. WOODRUFF:  Move to adopt Proposal
19 66.
20
21                 MR. ERHART:  Second.
22
23                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Discussion.
24
25                 MR. WOODRUFF:  I can speak to this.  I
26 think that being an elder I don't think that it's
27 important that bow hunting -- there's a couple other
28 proposals about bow hunting and older people.  I don't
29 think that we should encourage very small user groups
30 to have special privileges, especially for sheep, so I
31 would be very much opposed to this proposal.  It's
32 going to put bow hunters on the mountain a week before
33 the regular hunting season.  I think it's a bad
34 proposal.
35
36                 Thank you.
37
38                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Other
39 discussion.  I totally agree with you.  The time that I
40 was on the Board of Game -- I can't believe it's 21
41 years ago already -- we were constantly getting these
42 kinds of proposals, constantly, and I just feel our
43 seasons are long enough that they don't have to have a
44 special season.  We are Alaska.  We're not the Lower
45 48.  So I feel pretty strongly about it.  We should all
46 be getting along.
47
48                 Any more discussion.  Virgil.
49
50
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1                 MR. UMPHENOUR:  Yeah, I'm opposed to
2 this as well.  That would give a nine day head start to
3 bow hunters and I know this guy, John Frost -- Jack
4 Frost.
5
6                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Yeah, his
7 name is Jack.
8
9                 MR. UMPHENOUR:  He's a big-time bow

10 hunter.  Anyway, I'm opposed as well and I call the
11 question.
12
13                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  The question
14 has been called for.  All in favor of the special bow
15 season for sheep in those GMUs say aye.
16
17                 (No aye votes)
18
19                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  All opposed
20 same sign.
21
22                 IN UNISON:  Aye.
23
24                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Motion fails
25 for Proposal 66.  Was there more?  My husband is going
26 to be the one that goes to the Board of Game with this
27 AC.  There was a crossbow one I thought you guys wanted
28 to take up.
29
30                 MR. WOODRUFF:  71.
31
32                 MR. GLANZ:  Page 105.
33
34                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Which one is
35 that, what number proposal?
36
37                 MR. GLANZ:  71.
38
39                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Oh, yeah.  I
40 think that's the one.
41
42                 MR. WOODRUFF:  Move to adopt 71.
43
44                 MR. GLANZ:  Second.
45
46                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Okay.  Upper
47 Tanana was opposed. Discussion.
48
49                 MR. GLANZ:  I seconded it.
50
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1                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  I think I
2 heard you.  Discussion  on the proposal.  Yeah.
3
4                 MR. WOODRUFF:  I'd like to speak to
5 this.  It's a special interest group, people over 60. 
6 I'm over 60.  I don't think I 
7 should have special privileges to hunt with a crossbow
8 as opposed to my traditional bow.  I don't think it's a
9 hardship if you're 60 or 61 or 59.  I think it's more

10 of that special interest type of proposal and I'm
11 against it.
12
13                 Thank you.
14
15                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Other
16 discussion.
17
18                 MR. FIRMIN:  Yeah, you get a free
19 license.
20
21                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Virgil.
22
23                 MR. UMPHENOUR:  I support Don's
24 comments.  I feel the same way and so I oppose this
25 proposal as well and I call the question.
26
27                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  All right. 
28 All in favor of 71 special season say aye.
29
30                 (No aye votes)
31
32                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  All opposed
33 same sign.
34
35                 IN UNISON:  Aye.
36
37                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Fails.
38
39                 MR. UMPHENOUR:  Move to adopt Proposal
40 72.
41
42                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Second.
43
44                 MR. WOODRUFF:  Second.
45
46                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Okay. 
47 Virgil.
48
49                 MR. UMPHENOUR:  This is something that
50
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1 needs to be done and this is put in by Coke Wallace. 
2 Allow the harvest of wolf and coyote by land and shoot
3 with a trapping license in Interior, Northeast, Arctic
4 Region.
5
6                 Land and shoot used to be legal.  I
7 know that Roger Huntington in what is now the Koyukuk
8 National Wildlife Refuge used to kill between 50 and 70
9 wolves a year in this manner.  He was really efficient

10 at it.
11
12                 Some of these issues we have, say like
13 up in Andrew's neck of the woods, could address the
14 problem we have right now and maybe at this Board
15 meeting we need to -- you know, we're putting same-day
16 airborne and we need to just put a land and shoot
17 proposal or maybe modify that at the Board meeting.
18
19                 Anyway, I know this can be a very
20 effective method of harvesting wolves if you have the
21 right people doing it, so I fully support this and I
22 encourage the rest of us to.
23
24                 Madame Chair.
25
26                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Other
27 discussion.
28
29                 MR. GLANZ:  Yes, Madame Chair.  That
30 used to be legal when I first came up here and started
31 hunting that way.  Then I know all the earth muffins
32 had it changed around somewhere in the late '80s I
33 believe it was, Virgil, but it was a good way to do it.
34
35                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Yeah, that's
36 when they tried to make it -- well, the Alaska statute
37 said it had to be under 
38 predator control.  Donald.
39
40                 MR. WOODRUFF:  When I first started
41 trapping, like Bill said, it was legal.  I've always
42 had the paranoia of someone coming and shooting wolves
43 right where I'm trapping, you know.  If I find a dead
44 moose and I put traps on it and some guy lands there
45 and starts shooting them, it's a problem for me.  I
46 would think ethically it would be unsavory.
47
48                 Thank you.
49
50
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1                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  So you're --
2 you don't like it.
3
4                 MR. WOODRUFF:  Not if it's right where
5 I'm trapping.  I mean that's an issue of ethics.
6
7                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Okay.  You
8 said it was legal.....
9

10                 MR. WOODRUFF:  It was legal.
11
12                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  .....when you
13 first started trapping.
14
15                 MR. WOODRUFF:  Yeah.
16
17                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Did you have
18 a problem in that time that you were trapping?
19
20                 MR. WOODRUFF:  No.
21
22                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  I believe
23 most trappers would have to say that.  Virgil.
24
25                 MR. UMPHENOUR:  I'm not sure when they
26 made it illegal.....
27
28                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  It was when
29 Doug Pope was a Board.....
30
31                 MR. UMPHENOUR:  .....but it had to have
32 been around 1990.
33
34                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Yeah, that's
35 what I'm thinking.
36
37                 MR. UMPHENOUR:  But I'm not positive. 
38 Because I know in the late '80s it was legal.
39
40                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Yeah.
41
42                 MR. UMPHENOUR:  '87, '88 it was still
43 legal and I think.....
44
45                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  It happened
46 just before I got on the Board.
47
48                 MR. UMPHENOUR:  .....it's when the
49 State started -- it's when we started all those damn
50
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1 wolf summit crap like we had at UAF and I'll never
2 forget 1989 I went to a trade show, fish trade show in
3 Long Beach, California and I had a hunting client that
4 lived down there somewhere.  I got directions from him
5 and my step-brother lived down in the Los Angeles area.
6
7                 So we're driving -- he came and picked
8 me up and we're driving over there and we're going by
9 San Bernardino or someplace kind of east of Los Angeles

10 and there's thousands upon thousands of damn Holstein
11 cows, that's the black and white ones, milk cows,
12 because they give more milk than any other cow.  But my
13 grandparents and aunts and uncles and everyone were
14 farmers, so I know the difference about different kinds
15 of cows and stuff.  
16
17                 But their cows lived in 40-acre
18 pasture. Lots of nice, green grass.  These cows were
19 enclosed in pens and some of them were in pens only as
20 big as this room or smaller than this room.  They'd
21 have 30 or 40 of them in there and manure and mud up to
22 their knees, no place to lay down without laying in the
23 mud and the manure.  
24
25                 So I told my step-brother, I said stop,
26 I want to get pictures of these.  And I had my good
27 Minolta camera with a 70mm zoom lens on it and I'm
28 taking pictures of these cows with their teats just
29 covered in manure and mud.  And this guy's standing
30 there and he says what are you doing.  I'm taking
31 pictures of cows that I cannot believe the condition
32 of.  He said why are you doing that.  I said because
33 you dumb asses are coming up to Alaska and telling us
34 we can't shoot wolves.  That's why.  He got really mad
35 at me.  
36
37                 Then also took pictures that reminded
38 me of a dog yard.  Of all these little dog house things
39 with the little black and white male calves heads
40 sticking out with a bucket there and he's suspended on
41 a damn sling with a nipple on it.  That was the veal. 
42 I got pictures of that too.
43
44                 Then we had the wolf summit out at UAF
45 and there's hundreds of people there.  They had people
46 from all over the world came to that thing.  It lasted
47 a couple of days.  So I'm there with Tom Scarborough,
48 Bud Burris and I can't remember the guy that used to
49 guide out of Lime Village, but he used to be a
50
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1 professor at UAF and then he was on the Board of Game.
2
3                 I had these pictures with me of all
4 these cows.  So here's this woman from the Los Angeles
5 Times and we're talking to her.  So I asked her, I
6 said, I bet you like yogurt, don't you.  She said,
7 yeah, I do.  How about cheese?  Yep, I do.  And I said,
8 well, this is the cows that it's made from right
9 outside of Los Angeles.  Why don't you do something

10 about the treatment of these cows instead of coming up
11 here and sticking your nose in our business.  She
12 didn't want to talk to any of us anymore.
13
14                 Anyway, so that relates to what the
15 issue is.  And then that is when, right when that
16 happened, is when they stopped us having land and shoot
17 because our governor for some damn reason decided he
18 would cave in to these idiots.  Anyway, so that's
19 strong support for Proposal 72.
20
21                 Madame Chair.
22
23                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  That's pretty
24 strong, but I will say that was under Hickel that
25 summit and that land and shoot had been done before
26 that.
27
28                 MR. UMPHENOUR:  They wasted over
29 $100,000 on that damn thing.  I think about 150,000.
30
31                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Okay.
32
33                 MS. STICKWAN:  May I make a comment.
34
35                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Who is online
36 that wants to say something?
37
38                 MS. STICKWAN:  Gloria Stickwan.
39
40                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Oh, hi,
41 Gloria.  Go ahead.
42
43                 MS. STICKWAN:  Can you ask people to
44 refrain from cuss words.  It's not good to hear words
45 like that over the phone.
46
47                 Thank you.
48
49                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Virgil, I'm
50
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1 going to reprimand you.  You shouldn't say those nasty
2 words over the phone.
3
4                 MR. UMPHENOUR:  I didn't know I said a
5 swear word or a nasty word.  
6
7                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Thank you,
8 Gloria.  We'll take care of that.
9

10                 Andy.
11
12                 MR. BASSICH:  Thank you.  I understand
13 the passion people have for this particular topic.  One
14 of the concerns that I have on this though is what's
15 going to prevent a person from actually aerial wolf
16 hunting and then just landing and claiming that they
17 shot it and did it in.....
18
19                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  I can give
20 you the answer to that.  They're going to lose their
21 airplane.
22
23                 MR. BASSICH:  Yeah.  The point I'm
24 saying is how is this going to be enforced?  You know,
25 enforcement is pretty limited in what it can do, so I
26 can see -- I'm playing devil's advocate here.  I can
27 see a situation arise where people start taking their
28 airplanes up, going up doing aerial hunting, landing,
29 claiming that they -- because you've got to land to
30 pick the animal up anyway and they can claim that they
31 just land and shoot.
32
33                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Well.....
34
35                 MR. BASSICH:  So it can open up a can
36 of worms.  Let me finish, please.  And then, you know,
37 I do want to also recognize that some of these areas,
38 some of these units are not very conducive to aerial
39 wolf hunting as well.  So I think that some of these
40 things that naturally takes care of itself if you're in
41 a fairly.....
42
43                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Yes, it does.
44
45                 MR. BASSICH:  .....steep topography,
46 it's pretty hard to do aerial hunting.  But that would
47 be one of my main concerns about something like this. 
48 It looks good now.  I think it could be very effective
49 in doing some management of predators, but at the same
50
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1 time there is the ability for abuse to happen along
2 this, so I do have some concerns about that.  Just like
3 fishermen, people that are really into hunting or
4 really into trapping, even though you put regulations
5 upon them to try and restrict them, they become very
6 creative and they become very good at adapting to
7 whatever the situations are and maximizing it. 
8
9                 So that is a concern that I do have and

10 I wanted to voice that because I think it's important
11 for long-term conservation to be able to recognize
12 that.
13
14                 Thank you.
15
16                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  I would just
17 like to state -- any other discussion?
18
19                 MR. GLANZ:  I'm in favor of it myself.
20
21                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Yeah, I am
22 too.  I just want to address some of the things you
23 brought up, the concerns.  My son is a pilot and his
24 airplane is like his own kid.  It means a lot to him. 
25 He would not do anything to jeopardize that airplane. 
26 He has had a permit to land and shoot in the predator
27 control areas and I have been in the airplane with him
28 as his gunner and I got sicker than a dog for hours
29 upon hours.  He finally got a wolf and I don't care if
30 I get up in that plane and do that again.
31
32                 There's a group of pilots that do this
33 across the state and I can tell you the last thing they
34 want to do is break the law and lose their aircraft. 
35 The land and shoot, it takes a lot of effort for them
36 to do that and they've done that and it has worked well
37 in Unit 13.  There's a group of guys that did it in
38 Unit 13 that I know, really good pilots and I have
39 never heard of an incident that they were taking wolves
40 from some guy's trapline.
41
42                 I know there's people that don't like
43 it at times, but it's just something I'm in favor of
44 and I just wanted to put all that on the record.
45
46                 Is there any other discussion.
47
48                 MR. GLANZ:  Question.
49
50
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1                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  The question
2 has been called for. All in favor of Proposal 72 for
3 same-day airborne -- I think I'm saying it right.
4
5                 MR. UMPHENOUR:  Land and shoot.
6
7                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Or land and
8 shoot, I'm sorry.  Oh,  wolf and coyote.  All in favor
9 say aye.

10
11                 IN UNISON:  Aye.
12
13                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Anyone
14 opposed.
15
16                 (No opposing votes)
17
18                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Okay.  It
19 passes unanimously.
20
21                 MR. UMPHENOUR:  Move to adopt Proposal
22 51.
23
24                 MR. WOODRUFF:  Second.
25
26                 MR. UMPHENOUR:  Proposal 51.  I'm
27 really opposed to this.  Put in by these guys calling
28 theirself resident hunters of Alaska, who should really
29 call their resident very-well-off Super Cub owners of
30 Alaska, is what they should really call theirself with
31 selfish interests.
32
33                 Anyway, what they want to do is make it
34 so that if there's an intensive management area that
35 non-residents cannot hunt in there until the population
36 objectives and harvest objectives have been met.  A lot
37 of the intensive management areas in the state they've
38 never been met and they're probably never going to be
39 met unless we do something about predator management.  
40
41                 So I'm really strongly opposed to this
42 proposal that they put in.  Their goal is to eliminate
43 non-resident hunters in this state.  They have a number
44 of proposals in the proposal book and they've been
45 putting them in now for -- well, they just formed two
46 years ago, but some of the people that have been
47 putting them in have been putting these type of
48 proposals in for about six or seven years and they
49 caused the State to waste a whole bunch of money on
50
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1 that sheep planning group.  Maybe it's a waste of
2 money, maybe it wasn't, that our RAC participated in.
3
4                 Anyway, I'm really opposed to this. 
5 What they would do basically if they got their way,
6 they have to really be idiots, because they would
7 totally strip the Department of Fish and Game's
8 Wildlife Conservation Division in excess of 80 percent
9 of their budget because it comes from the sale of non-

10 resident licenses and tags, which gets matched through
11 the Pittman-Robertson funds from Fish and Wildlife
12 Service for the tax on all hunting equipment.  
13
14                 That includes archery, rifle ammo, all
15 that kinds of stuff.  The Federal tax on that gets
16 matched by three times.  The State Legislature just
17 doubled the tag fees for non-residents just this last
18 year.  
19
20                 So just as an example one non-resident
21 buys one grizzly bear tag, then the State will get --
22 the Division of Wildlife Conservation for that one
23 grizzly bear tag they're going to get -- just for the
24 tag, not counting the guy buying his license.  The tag
25 is $1,000 now.  Multiply that times three, that's the
26 Pittman-Robertson match.  Add that to the $1,000 he
27 originally paid, they get $4,000 for one grizzly bear
28 tag.
29
30                 Anyway, that's one of the main reasons
31 I'm opposed to that.  Besides that all these people are
32 citizens of our country and the majority of this land
33 in our state is actually Federal land.
34
35                 Madame Chair.
36
37                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Other
38 discussion.
39
40                 (No comments)
41
42                 MR. GLANZ:  Question.
43
44                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  The question
45 has been called for.  All in favor of 51.
46
47                 (No aye votes)
48
49                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  All opposed.
50
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1                 IN UNISON:  Aye.
2
3                 MR. BASSICH:  Madame Chair.  I'm going
4 to abstain from that vote because I -- I don't know. 
5 I'd really like to think about this a lot more.  I
6 think the motion has a lot of merit in some way.  I
7 understand what Virgil is saying, but I also -- I'm
8 here to protect the resource for the people of Alaska
9 and in particular in this forum for people living in

10 rural areas.  So I'd like to educate myself a little
11 bit more about it.
12
13                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Okay.
14
15                 MR. BASSICH:  Thank you.
16
17                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  One
18 abstention.  Is there any other proposals you guys want
19 to take up?
20
21                 MR. UMPHENOUR:  Yeah, I do.
22
23                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Virgil.
24
25                 MR. UMPHENOUR:  Okay.  I want to take
26 these as a group.  So I'll just say move to adopt
27 Proposal 57, but this would include 57, 58, 59, 60, 61,
28 62.  That's it.
29
30                 MR. WOODRUFF:  Second.
31
32                 MR. UMPHENOUR:  Okay.  What all these
33 proposals would do is -- all of them are addressing one
34 issue and that's limiting the number of non-residents
35 that hunt in the state.  Most of these proposals are
36 for sheep, but not all of them are for sheep.  Some of
37 them are other big game animals as well.  They want to
38 limit it to 10 percent or 12 percent or something like
39 that.  The Board of Game adopted a policy that they go
40 by about six or eight years ago for allocation between
41 residents and non-residents.
42
43                 Anyway, they spent a lot of time on it. 
44 They had a committee that worked on it.  I was on that
45 committee.  They did that here in Fairbanks in this
46 very hotel, I believe, or maybe it was over at the one
47 that closes in the winter now.  Anyway, that was done
48 here.  I want to reference my remarks from a little bit
49 ago about that other one, but I want to add some other
50
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1 things.
2
3                 They'll come and say that they -- you
4 know, other states only allow a 10 percent harvest to
5 non-residents or a 10 percent of the drawing permits to
6 go to non-residents for various animals.  What they're
7 neglecting to say is that most of the western states
8 give out what's known as landowner permits whereas the
9 landowner gets X number of permits.  

10
11                 In some states -- and I can reference
12 these for sure from the last time I represented the 
13 state of Alaska at a Western Association of Fish And
14 Wildlife Agency meeting, and that was the one they held
15 my last year on the Board of Fish.  I think it was 2001
16 or '02 in Park City, Utah and we toured the -- they
17 either called it the Desiree or Desi Ranch owned by the
18 Mormon Church, over a 200,000-acre ranch in Utah and
19 they have quit raising 50 percent of the cattle and
20 sheep on that ranch and they do guiding.  
21
22                 What the state of Utah does -- and we
23 got a presentation from a guy from the state of
24 Colorado that does basically the same thing.  Colorado
25 you had to have 10,000 contiguous acres and two
26 landowners could get together.  Utah, I don't remember
27 what it was, but I think it was 10,000 acres as well. 
28 What they do there is they give the landowner all the
29 permits to hunt trophy animals.  
30
31                 When I say trophy animals, I mean you
32 know like we have here.  We have these spike fork
33 regulations and et cetera, but there the animal has to
34 have -- like an elk, has to be a six point or bigger or
35 a five point or under or antlerless.  You had to let
36 the public hunt on your land to have the antlerless
37 permits and what they call a cull permits or just
38 general subsistence hunt basically, but they had to
39 register with the landowner to hunt on their land, but
40 then they give the landowner all the trophy permits.  
41
42                 So the reason why the Mormon Church got
43 rid of half the cattle and half the sheep and started
44 to do range improvements to improve the habitat for the
45 elk and the deer and the moose because they had all
46 three of them on their ranch.  Then they made more
47 money doing that and just taking hunters hunting for a
48 couple months out of the year than they did when they
49 just had as many cows and sheep on the land.  So that's
50
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1 what other states do. 
2
3                 You've got to remember that when the
4 railroad went across the west, the way the United
5 States government got the railroad part of the way to
6 build the land was they gave them land in a
7 checkerboard pattern just like they did the Native
8 corporations.  You look at the map of Alaska and you
9 see all these checkerboards where every other township

10 is Native corporation land.  They did the same thing
11 with the railroad.  Those railroads are still on that
12 land and they have big hunting guiding operations on it
13 and they get the landowner permits.  That's the main
14 big giant difference.
15
16                 Anyway, I'm totally opposed to those
17 proposals.  Fairbanks AC is totally opposed to them. 
18 Anyone that's a responsible adult is opposed to them.
19
20                 Madame Chair.
21
22                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Thank you,
23 Virgil.  The Upper Tanana was opposed to it too.
24
25                 Any other discussion.
26
27                 (No comments)
28
29                 MR. GLANZ:  Question.
30
31                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  The question
32 has been called for.  All in favor of Proposals 59 to
33 62 say aye.
34
35                 (No aye votes)
36
37                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  All opposed
38 say aye.
39
40                 IN UNISON:  Aye.
41
42                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Okay.  Fails. 
43 57 to 62, all of those.  Any other proposals we want to
44 take up.  Andy.
45
46                 MR. BASSICH:   I'm sorry, I don't have
47 the number of it right here.  Maybe someone else could
48 dig it up.  I believe there's a proposal there for
49 restrict the distance from a highway that you can hunt.
50
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1                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Oh, for
2 caribou?
3
4                 MR. BASSICH:  Yeah, for caribou.  I
5 just want.....
6
7                 MS. MAAS:  Is this the Taylor Highway?
8
9                 MR. BASSICH:  Yes.

10
11                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Yeah, there's
12 one on the Taylor.  
13
14                 MS. MAAS:  86.
15
16                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  He can't
17 remember the number.  We're trying to remember.
18
19                 MR. BASSICH:   86.
20
21                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  86.  So is
22 that a motion.
23
24                 MR. BASSICH:  Motion to support 86.
25
26                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Do I hear a
27 second.
28
29                 MR. GLANZ:  I'll second it.
30
31                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Discussion,
32 Andy.
33
34                 MR. BASSICH:  Yeah, I've been contacted
35 by quite a few people of the Eagle area.  They're all
36 adamantly opposed to this.  They feel that it really
37 changes the way -- they understand the problem, they
38 understand the issue, but they don't think that this is
39 a solution to the problem.  They feel that it would
40 greatly change the way that they hunt locally around
41 Eagle.
42
43                 I also mentioned to them that I think
44 this would be almost impossible to enforce.  Unless
45 you're going to go out there and you're going to put
46 markers in that are exactly a half mile off the road,
47 it's a pretty touch thing for a hunter to know exactly
48 how far off the road it is and it's pretty darn tough
49 for an officer..... 
50
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1                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  This is a
2 quarter mile.
3
4                 MR. BASSICH:  Well, for any distance. 
5 Anyway, I just wanted to say that the people of the
6 Eagle area are adamantly opposed to supporting this
7 proposal.
8
9                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Other

10 discussion.
11
12                 MR. GLANZ:  Yes.  My AC took this up
13 and we were also opposed to it because we know it don't
14 work.  They tried it in 25C over by us on the Steese. 
15 All we ended up with was a bunch of caribou that nobody
16 -- they take them away from them and then they come
17 into our town and say, here, we've got 17 of them. 
18 Well, what are we going to do with them.  Well, you can
19 distribute them.  Most of the people here already have
20 freezers full of caribou themselves.
21
22                 But it's just so ridiculous.  I mean
23 the only answer we can have for this, like I stated in
24 the first hour here, is we have to get the
25 legislatures, legislation to get it on their books. 
26 Just like the bison permit, a drawing permit.  They've
27 got all these different ideas going on, but most of
28 them are going to let so many people in and when so
29 many people leave, that isn't going to work either, not
30 when they're standing along the road.
31
32                 Like I say, we got over 300 the first
33 day.  I'm against this proposal anyway.
34
35                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Go ahead,
36 Donald.
37
38                 MR. WOODRUFF:  Thank you, Madame Chair. 
39 I spoke to these people a couple times about this
40 problem over the years and these folks live right at
41 the confluence of the Forty Mile and the Taylor Highway
42 and they do get people shooting into their yard from up
43 above and they don't know how to deal with it.  I mean
44 they're like at wits end.  You know, they want to shoot
45 back.  They're at that stage and that's not where we
46 should be going.
47
48                 The only thing that I could suggest for
49 them was to go down to their mining camp during hunting
50
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1 season and abandon their home, but that's not a good
2 solution either.  So I can see why these people are
3 reaching out for help.  They are very sincere. This is
4 not just a frivolous proposal for them.  My heart goes
5 out to these folks because the only alternative they
6 have is to leave home during hunting season because
7 it's just ugly.
8
9                 I've been on the Taylor Highway when

10 people are shooting back and forth on the curves of the
11 road and stuff.  I've got to say that's just crazy.  So
12 I would be in support of this proposal.
13
14                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  I just wanted
15 to report that the Upper Tanana was unanimously in
16 support of it.
17
18                 MR. UMPHENOUR:  They were in support of
19 it.
20
21                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Yes.  A quick
22 question before you go, Andy.  Is David Likens, the
23 gentleman that lives up there on the Taylor above the
24 Highway Camp?
25
26                 MR. BASSICH:  Right at the bridge.
27
28                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  He came to
29 the AC meeting and started telling all the horror
30 stories and this was his solution.  Go ahead.
31
32                 MR. BASSICH:  Thank you.  I agree with
33 what Don is saying in principal.  I feel for this guy. 
34 I think it's a horrible situation to be in.  They have
35 a number of pet dogs that they're really concerned
36 about having injuries or losing one of these dogs. 
37 They walk the highway pretty regularly.  It goes back
38 to a lot of our discussion about hunter ethics. 
39 Reference a lot of the comments that we had when Bill
40 brought up his comments at the beginning of the
41 meeting.
42
43                 So this is a huge problem, but one
44 thing as a policymaker you should never do is create a
45 policy or regulation that is because of one incident or
46 one particular situation.  Something like this can be
47 very precedent setting and I think that really the
48 solution to this is through the Forty Mile Coalition
49 coming up with some recommendations to the State and
50
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1 Federal program to try and do something about this type
2 of hunting that takes place.  I think that's the
3 appropriate place to address this.
4
5                 I don't think it's appropriate to just
6 make this -- my main thing is I don't think it's
7 enforceable.  I just don't see -- if you were to go --
8 if the Board of Game, which I believe they do this
9 quite often, they always go to the Department of Safety

10 or whatever and they ask them is this regulation going
11 to be enforceable, I can't say that I can believe them
12 to say that they could enforce this. It's pretty darn
13 tough when you just put a distance there unless you're
14 going to put big markers up or there's a fence or some
15 landmark that you can go by.
16
17                 So I feel for the guy.  I just don't
18 think it's the right way to do it.  I'm going to be
19 opposed to this.  But I did want to get it on the
20 record why I'm opposed to it and I did want to get it
21 on the record that I feel for the guy.  I understand
22 the situation he's in and if I was in his situation,
23 I'd probably be doing exactly the same thing he's
24 doing.
25
26                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Yeah.  I was
27 going to say something, but I forgot.  Go ahead,
28 Virgil.
29
30                 MR. UMPHENOUR:  Okay.  I can understand
31 what you're talking about, Andy.  Earlier in the
32 meeting I told you about my hunt up the Taylor Highway
33 in '71, but the Dalton Highway Corridor, the Department
34 enforces that.  I don't know how many cases they make,
35 but I do know they make cases.  That's five miles on
36 either side of the road north of the Yukon River and
37 they do enforce it.  I know they do write citations and
38 people get tickets.  I know what happens when they get
39 a ticket.  They have a choice; either just plead no
40 contest and pay whatever the fine is or spend a lot of
41 money going to court.  So it might not be easily
42 enforceable, but it would be enforceable.  So that's my
43 comment on that.
44
45                 I know in that experience I had in '71,
46 I thought, well, you shouldn't be -- when I had to hide
47 behind some spruce trees to keep from getting stampeded
48 by the caribou that ran past us, then myself and my
49 buddy that was with me ended up finishing off three
50
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1 wounded caribou that those people didn't even come and
2 look to see that was shooting at the herd at five or
3 six hundred yards away, I was thinking there shouldn't
4 be no shooting within a quarter mile of the road. 
5 That's what my exact thoughts were because where I grew
6 up in Arizona they had -- in some places they had
7 regulations like that and I thought that would work.
8
9                 Anyway, I could support this one way or

10 the other.  I think I will support it because I
11 disagree.  I know they do enforce it north of the Yukon
12 on the Haul Road, so I'm going to support it. It might
13 not be that easy to make a case, but I know that if the
14 trooper writes the guy the ticket, he's got two
15 choices.  Number one is fight it or number two, he's
16 going to have to pay a big fine, one or the other.
17
18                 Madame Chair.
19
20                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Bill.
21
22                 MR. GLANZ:  I would make a comment.  In
23 '71 you guys didn't have four-wheelers probably.   I
24 mean you could make it a five-mile corridor and it's
25 not going to effect them.  I mean  they'll be out
26 there.  They'll be out there, man.  The corridor ain't
27 the answer.  The answer is -- well, they've got EOs. 
28 Jeff Gross can say, okay, the season is closed and that
29 would be it, which they should have done this year.
30
31                 Anyhow, no matter what mileage you put
32 on it you're still in danger.  Five miles from the
33 Steese Highway puts them about a mile and a half from
34 my house coming down the Springs Road.  I mean, you
35 know.  So no matter how -- it's going to have to be a
36 drawing or something else to limit this.  I don't know
37 what year it was when they took 17 and brought them
38 over to us.  They were back in the woods and the guy
39 said I've got a mile and a half on my odometer.  I'm
40 sorry, look at my GPS, 7.8.  Seven-eighths of a mile. 
41 You need another eighth to go over there.  So it's
42 unenforced.  I mean it's enforceable, but they're still
43 going to do it.
44
45                 I don't know.  We have to get the
46 legislature and the senate involved with this.  That's
47 my opinion.
48
49                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  I remember
50
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1 what I was going to say.  There was an incident over by
2 Northway when the Nelchinas came over there and there
3 was a season and there was actually 100 yards from
4 either side of the highway not allowed.  The head
5 protection guy in Juneau shot a caribou at 80 yards and
6 he lost his job.  
7
8                 There is a problem every time those
9 caribou intercept that highway and there's a season

10 open and people hear about it.  Man, it just -- and the
11 EOs, to me, I said I think they need to be -- you know,
12 there's not enough time.  When they were going to close
13 it on the Taylor, the word got out and the whole state
14 was up on the Taylor shooting over the top of each
15 other.
16
17                 Go ahead. 
18
19                 MR. BASSICH:  Yeah, I think the issue
20 with distance is the real issue here.  I agree with
21 Bill that you have to either control the amount of
22 people there or the only other thing I can think of in
23 this particular case would be to close the hunting
24 within a certain area of that Forty Mile Region where
25 that guy lives and just have a closed area along the
26 road there.  The topography there, you know, it's not a
27 good place to hunt.  It's vertical hills on either side
28 of the road anyway, so you could almost justify it
29 there.
30
31                 I guess the point that I'm making is I
32 think really the best long-term solution is not this
33 particular proposal.  I think the best long-term
34 solution is bring this to the Forty Mile Coalition and
35 let them put their heads together and then make a
36 recommendation.  I think that's the most prudent way to
37 deal with this situation.
38
39                 But I do understand everybody's point
40 of view.  I'm not opposed to them.  I'm in agreement,
41 but I'm just trying to think of what's the right way to
42 do something.
43
44                 Thank you, Madame Chair.  
45
46                 MR. GLANZ:  Madame Chair.  We also have
47 to have our caribou harvest board meeting real quick
48 here because I think it expires at the end of this year
49 and we start a new cycle in '18. 
50
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1                 MR. BASSICH:  Question
2
3                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  I would just
4 like to say I'm going to favor this proposal because of
5 the Upper Tanana Forty Mile Advisory Committee.
6
7                 The question has been called for.  All
8 in favor say aye.
9

10                 IN UNISON:  Aye.
11
12                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  I'm going to
13 say aye.  Do we.....
14
15                 MR. BASSICH:  We need a hand raise.
16
17                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Yeah, let's
18 do a hand raise.  All in favor.  All opposed raise your
19 hand.  So it's four to three.
20
21                 REPORTER:  Four to three in favor.
22
23                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  I knew these
24 Board of Game proposals were going to beat us up a bit. 
25 Are there any others you'd like to take up.
26
27                 (No comments)
28
29                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  All right. 
30 I'm going to give it to the Board of Game and the ACs
31 for our region, I think.
32
33                 The Memorandum of Agreement between
34 Ahtna and the Department of Interior.  Carl, do you
35 have an introduction?  And then I need to tell you guys
36 that Ahtna is here and they're going to have a slide
37 show.
38
39                 MR. UMPHENOUR:  We should probably do
40 that in the morning.
41
42                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  So we
43 probably should do that in the morning.  What were you
44 going to say, Andrew?
45
46                 MR. FIRMIN:  Or call for Federal
47 Wildlife Proposals.
48
49                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Oh, we could
50
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1 take that up.
2
3                 MR. FIRMIN:  Maybe then it will give
4 folks time to do their wordsmithing tonight.  Are there
5 many?
6
7                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  I started
8 writing some stuff down. Thank you for reminding me.  
9 I had asked Lisa to give me a report on all of the

10 State bear baiting that's allowed that is not in
11 Federal regulations.  Because oftentimes if we don't
12 have it in Federal, things can get a little screwy for
13 understanding regulations.  Did you get that done for
14 us?
15
16                 MS. MAAS:  I can get it tomorrow for
17 sure.
18
19                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:   And we could
20 look at that and see if it could be done under one
21 motion maybe.  I don't like seeing lack of the --
22 because if some day they want to close it on the State,
23 then there's no Federal season.  Yeah, okay.  Well,
24 we're going to do that tomorrow.  Carl.  
25
26                 MR. JOHNSON:  Two items, Madame Chair. 
27 First, before you completely finish the Board of Game
28 discussion, the Council was going to elect somebody to
29 go to represent the Council at the Board of Game.  
30
31                 The other thing is I would like to
32 defer to Karen Linnell and Ahtna to do their
33 presentation before I provide my briefing to the
34 Council on what I'm going to be providing.  So that
35 will give them an opportunity to give some good
36 background information.  That will be useful to you
37 when I give my presentation.
38
39                 Thank you, Madame Chair.   
40
41                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Okay.  I did
42 talk to Karen at break and she said she will be here
43 tomorrow.  So that's not a problem, right?
44
45                 MS. LINNELL:  No.
46
47                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Okay.  What's
48 our cleanup again?
49
50
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1                 MS. WESSELS:  You need to elect
2 someone.
3
4                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Oh, yeah.  We
5 need to elect somebody.  Who can go?  Are you going to
6 be there?
7
8                 MR. FIRMIN:  I'll go.
9

10                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Oh, you'll
11 go?  Andrew will be there.
12
13                 MR. FIRMIN:  Virgil will be there too
14 and then I could go.
15
16                 MR. GLANZ: I'll probably be there also.
17
18                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  One Board of
19 Game meeting they let two of us go up together from the
20 RAC.
21
22                 MR. FIRMIN:  Well, we're all RAC.  We
23 could all sit at the table.  We get 15 minutes or
24 something, don't we?
25
26                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Yeah.
27
28                 MR. FIRMIN:  And then Virgil and Bill
29 will be there for the ACs also.
30
31                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Okay.  So
32 that would be -- what we're saying, they're all three
33 there and they can all three go up and one person,
34 maybe Andrew, give the report.  You need experience.
35
36                 MR. FIRMIN:   I could give the report
37 for the RAC, but I'm just saying if they had anything
38 they wanted to add, they'd be there as well in case I
39 miss something.
40
41                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Yes, I think
42 that's a good idea.
43
44                 MR. UMPHENOUR:  The Board is going to
45 want a copy of our minutes of our meeting when we
46 discuss the part where we discuss the proposals.  They
47 require that.
48
49                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  I think all
50
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1 Katya needs to do is something like that.
2
3                 MS. WESSELS:  That's simple.
4
5                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  She said
6 that's simple.  She can do that.  Okay.  Is there
7 anything else that we can do in the last 10, 15 minutes
8 or do you just want to break until tomorrow morning? 
9

10                 MR. FIRMIN:  How many wildlife
11 proposals do we have to cover?
12
13                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  How many?
14
15                 MR. FIRMIN:  I'm just curious.  Did
16 everybody bring a pocketful too?
17
18                 (Laughter)
19
20                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Andy, we were
21 going to work on one together, a proposal, weren't we
22 all?  What was the one we tabled?
23
24                 MS. WESSELS:  Definition of bait.
25
26                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Yeah, it was
27 the definition of bait.  Thank you.
28
29                 MR. BASSICH:  We didn't have any time. 
30 We were talking about hunter education and outreach
31 during lunch, so we didn't have any time to address
32 that during lunchtime.
33
34                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Can a few of
35 us talk about that here just after we break or do you
36 want to talk to it as a full group?
37
38                 Are you trying to find something there,
39 Andy?
40
41                 MR. BASSICH:  Yeah.  I had something I
42 wanted to question.  I can't remember where it was now.
43
44                 MR. GLANZ:  Madame Chair.  I have to go
45 get blood work done before my flight, so I'll do that
46 at 8:00 o'clock in the morning.  I'll be a little late
47 coming in.
48
49                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Okay.  
50
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1                 MR. BAYLESS:  Madame Chair.  Five
2 minutes?
3
4                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Yes, Shawn. 
5 Five minutes.  We have five minutes.
6
7                 MR. BAYLESS:  Shawn Bayless, Refuge
8 Manager for Tetlin.  I don't have a whole lot to offer
9 tomorrow at the agency briefings, but one thing I did

10 want to point out to the board.  We recently just
11 received a Director's Order No. 219 from the outgoing
12 Director of the Fish and Wildlife Service.  Last week
13 is when I got it.  
14
15                 It basically directs all Refuges across
16 the country to phase in mandatory non-toxic ammo and
17 fishing tackle by 2022.
18
19                 MR. BASSICH:  Say that again now.
20
21                 MR. BAYLESS:  Well, within four or five
22 years you can only use non-toxic ammunition.  That
23 includes rifle, shotgun, everything, and also fishing
24 tackle on Refuges.  I'm simplifying it as simple as I
25 can get it, but that in a nutshell is what the
26 Director's Order mandates.
27
28                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  So what does
29 that mean, Shawn?
30
31                 MR. BAYLESS:  That means you can't use
32 lead core bullets.
33
34                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  For moose
35 hunting you can't use anything with lead in it. 
36
37                 MR. BAYLESS:  Correct.  Upland birds
38 you can't use lead ammo either.
39
40                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  But my
41 question about what does that mean, you're saying this
42 is outgoing director.....
43
44                 MR. BAYLESS:  Yeah, he signed it the
45 day he retired.
46
47                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  The day he
48 retired.  Can it be reversed?
49
50
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1                 MR. BAYLESS:  I don't know.  I can't
2 answer that.  I don't know.
3
4                 MR. GLANZ:  I got a letter from that
5 after they got my letter about government overreach and
6 they said I should be aware of 219.  I didn't know what
7 it meant until he brought that up.
8
9                 (Laughter)

10
11                 MR. GLANZ:  So he said let us know if
12 you feel it should be reversed through the executive
13 order and I think we should send him a letter.  I'm
14 going to send him a letter.
15
16                 MR. BAYLESS:   I'm just advising. 
17 That's all I'm doing.
18
19                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  I know you
20 are.  I'd appreciate.....
21
22                 MR. BAYLESS:  Notwithstanding what I
23 personally think.
24
25                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  These are the
26 kinds of things that should come before us all the time
27 that really affect us.  I suppose we could write a
28 letter on that unless I'm hearing this Hatch Act thing
29 again.  Yeah, I mean that's crazy.  In what, 2020? 
30
31                 MR. BAYLESS:  2022 is when they hope to
32 see this completed.  So it would be a series of phases. 
33 I don't know what that means to be honest with you.  I
34 don't know.  
35
36                 Mr. Hjelmgren, do you have anything to
37 add to that?
38
39                 MR. HJELMGREN:  No.
40
41                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Is that
42 something we can get a copy of?
43
44                 MR. BAYLESS:  I already sent it to you.
45
46                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Oh.  Today?
47
48                 MR. BAYLESS:  Yes, ma'am.
49
50
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1                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  I didn't
2 check my email.  Okay.  Could you also send it to
3 Katya.
4
5                 MR. BAYLESS:  I will.
6
7                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Thank you. 
8 That would be great because she makes sure it happens
9 then.

10
11                 Okay.
12
13                 MR. GLANZ:  I was of the understanding
14 that that was -- they had a term in that like
15 traditional ammo was what they called it. That was my
16 question to that whole thing.  What the heck is
17 traditional ammo?  You mean my rock or my stick, you
18 know?
19
20                 (Laughter)
21
22                 MR. BAYLESS:  I don't recall seeing
23 that term in the Director's Order.  I've read it
24 several times.  I did not see that term.
25
26                 MR. FIRMIN:  Oh, I thought the
27 Director's Order came from like Former President
28 Obama's last day in office.
29
30                 MR. BAYLESS:  No, from Dan Ashe.  He
31 was our outgoing director.
32
33                 MR. FIRMIN:  I'll have to read that
34 again, but there was something in there that made me
35 want to second guess what he meant by that. 
36
37                 MR. BAYLESS:  Right now currently on
38 Refuges in Alaska you can use lead core bullets, rifle
39 bullets.  You can use lead shot for upland birds.  You
40 can use lead shot for anything other than waterfowl. 
41 Correct me if I'm wrong, Jim, but that's pretty much --
42 our only requirement right now is to use non-toxic
43 shot, in other words steel, bismuth, tungsten, for
44 waterfowl and that's nationwide and that's been that
45 way since 1991.
46
47                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Right.  Well,
48 that's a ticker shock.  What do you do about it now?
49
50
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1                 MR. BAYLESS:  I just wanted to kick the
2 anthill, that's it.
3
4                 (Laughter)
5
6                 MR. FIRMIN:  Let's see them enforce
7 that one.
8
9                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  They're

10 liable to get some lead in them.  No.
11
12                 (Laughter)
13
14                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Oh, my gosh. 
15 What next.  No wonder we get frustrated and upset.  Go
16 ahead, Andy.
17
18                 MR. BASSICH:  I'm going to segue.  Are
19 we done with that topic or is there more discussion?
20
21                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  I hope we can
22 make some kind of comment on it at some point.
23
24                 MR. FIRMIN:  I have a wildlife proposal
25 that might need wording.  Mine is easy.  But I can wait
26 until tomorrow and we can do them all in one shot.
27
28                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Did you have
29 a wildlife proposal?
30
31                 MR. BASSICH:  No.
32
33                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Oh.
34
35                 MR. FIRMIN:  Did anybody else?  That's
36 what I'm saying.  If we only have one at the table or
37 are we going to do 10 of them tomorrow or.....
38
39                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Well, we
40 might have this bear baiting thing again.  Put it
41 forth.  Is it quick?
42
43                 MR. FIRMIN:  I don't know.
44
45                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  It's not
46 going to passionately get him upset, is it?
47
48                 (Laughter)
49
50
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1                 MR. FIRMIN:  No.  There was people -- I
2 had one that was put to me.  Again it's an extension of
3 Unit 25D remainder where the State current season for
4 moose is August 25th to October 1st.  People have been
5 asking me to move that to October 7th, to put in that
6 proposal.
7
8                 The main area of that Federal land
9 where that would mainly affect would be between Fort

10 Yukon and Circle because at that time of the year you
11 have to either go 20 miles upstream on the Porcupine,
12 which is kind of iffy because the ice starts running
13 about that time on that river, so people don't normally
14 go downstream from Fort Yukon and they don't normally
15 -- or that's about the time they get off the Porcupine. 
16 However the Yukon stays open later sometimes.  I don't
17 know.  I've had my boat in the water almost to
18 Halloween, but it's pretty sketchy to be doing that
19 too.
20
21                 Like I said, you can see if you look on
22 the map there's only a stretch about half of the
23 stretch of the river between Fort Yukon and Circle is
24 Federal land.  It just seems that a lot of people do
25 travel that in the late fall and then that's when
26 people see more moose in that area.  So there's a small
27 area it would affect for that week of hunting.
28
29                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  25D West?
30
31                 MR. FIRMIN:  Yes.  The current season
32 is October 25th to October 1st.  It's 25D Remainder,
33 not West.  With the different changes in the weather
34 lately, people have been asking me to add a week to
35 that season.  That's the only way -- I don't see
36 another way to like exclude any other areas.
37
38                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Is that a
39 motion?
40
41                 MR. WOODRUFF:  Wait.  I've got a
42 friendly amendment.
43
44                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Go ahead,
45 Donald.
46
47                 MR. WOODRUFF:  Andrew, would you
48 consider adding 25B as well?
49
50
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1                 MR. FIRMIN:  I might as well.
2
3                 MR. WOODRUFF:  Because there's been
4 some people on the river that are resident on the river
5 and this early season doesn't help them at all because
6 they can't keep their meat, you know. 
7
8                 MR. FIRMIN:  Yeah.
9

10                 MR. WOODRUFF:   So because of weather
11 change or whatever you want to call it, they wanted to
12 extend the season but they haven't written a proposal
13 up, but they talked to me several times about it.  I
14 just think they're a little shy of stepping up to the
15 plate.  I've written it up a little bit for them, but I
16 don't think they necessarily liked my synopsis.
17
18                 So if you would be entertaining 25B as
19 well, that would take care of that issue.
20
21                 MR. FIRMIN:   And that would be from --
22 basically cover the Circle to Eagle stretch of river,
23 huh?
24
25                 MR. WOODRUFF:  Yeah.  Yukon-Charley.
26
27                 MR. FIRMIN:  I mean at that time of the
28 year would that go the same for you?  The only people
29 that are on the river are the ones that live out there.
30
31                 MR. WOODRUFF:  Yeah.  And it's not
32 going to increase the harvest more than just a few
33 moose, so it's not a conservation issue.
34
35                 MR. FIRMIN:  I think the people -- did
36 we get potlatch moose or something in that timeframe
37 where we had a bull that was still with a cow and a
38 calf eating.  There's this great ominous theory that
39 every bull moose is the rottenest, stinkiest piece of
40 animal you could ever want past September 15th.  I
41 don't know if those guys ever go hunting past the 15th.
42
43
44                 MR. WOODRUFF:  That's not the case.
45
46                 MR. ERHART:  It's just how you handle
47 it.
48
49                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Exactly, it's
50
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1 just how you handle it.
2
3                 MR. ERHART:  Mostly wash your hands.
4
5                 MR. FIRMIN:  My belief has always been
6 don't rub your meat in the hide and it won't be so bad. 
7 I don't have a problem with adding that or do you want
8 to have those as two separate proposals or one?  We can
9 just do them both as one.  Sounds perfectly acceptable

10 to me.
11  
12                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  25B and.....
13
14                 MR. FIRMIN:  25D Remainder.
15
16                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  On the early
17 season, go through August 6th.  Am I hearing a motion?
18
19                 MR. FIRMIN:  I'm looking to see if
20 their season is already the same. 
21
22                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Their season
23 is shorter.  September 25.
24
25                 MR. FIRMIN:  Maybe we should do --
26 well.....
27
28                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  That's quite
29 an extension over the other one.
30
31                 MR. FIRMIN:  There's four different
32 25B's.
33
34                 MR. WOODRUFF: The only Federal land in
35 25B is Yukon-Charley.
36
37                 MR. FIRMIN:  If you look in the book,
38 so which one is it?
39
40                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  I think it's
41 separate proposals now that I see that.
42
43                 MR. FIRMIN:  No, they're both the same
44 because if it's -- no, because, see, if it's September
45 30th, ours just ends on October 1st, so we'd have one
46 day difference.
47
48                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  25B, that
49 season is September 25 now and you're asking to go to
50
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1 October 6th.
2
3                 MR. FIRMIN:  October 6th or 7th.
4
5                 MR. WOODRUFF:  That's basically how I
6 wrote the proposal up and submitted it to these folks
7 and I encouraged them not to necessarily target one
8 user group, but be inclusive instead of exclusive and I
9 think that might have put them off or they just haven't

10 gotten it together yet.  We've talked about it several
11 times at the AC meetings.
12
13                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Are you
14 saying you put in a proposal already?
15
16                 MR. WOODRUFF:  No, I just gave them my
17 write-up of it to see if that was what they really
18 intended to do, you know, because I wanted to make sure
19 that we'd change it and have to change it again.
20
21                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Well, do you
22 want one proposal or two?
23
24                 MR. FIRMIN:  Maybe it would be better
25 to do two.
26
27                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  I have a
28 feeling.
29
30                 MR. FIRMIN:  And we'll just add seven
31 days to both ends of it.  My only question would
32 be.....
33
34                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Six I thought
35 you said to the 7th. 
36
37                 MR. FIRMIN:  A week.
38
39                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Until October
40 7th you said.
41
42                 MR. FIRMIN:  Yeah.  And then we can do
43 the same with 25B, however that would be -- the entire
44 25B?
45
46                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  It's like you
47 said, there's three different -- four of them. 
48
49                 MR. FIRMIN:  One of those is the
50
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1 Porcupine River drainage and then there's the Yukon-
2 Charley, that portion within, and then that portion
3 without.  I think if we did it all 25B, they all have
4 the same ending date except for 25B Remainder.  Where
5 is that?
6
7                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Boy, they've
8 got that one complicated.
9

10                 MR. WOODRUFF:  That would be State
11 land.
12
13                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  But this is a
14 Federal proposal.  It has no effect on State land.
15
16                 MR. FIRMIN:  No, definitely not.  Okay,
17 but they would reflect that's the opening date.
18
19                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  I've noticed
20 in these Federal regulations there are places where
21 they're identifying a season and a bag limit on State
22 land and it really has no merit because it's on State
23 land.
24
25                 MR. WOODRUFF: Maybe 25B is BLM land,
26 Remainder.
27
28                 MR. FIRMIN:  That's what I was
29 thinking.
30
31                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  No, it's all
32 Federal land.
33
34                 MR. WOODRUFF:  No, BLM administers land
35 on 25B.  All that yellow.
36
37                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Right.  And
38 that's Federal regulations.  So this would apply to
39 that.  Any place where it's just State land and they
40 try to identify it it's a moot regulation.  That's all
41 I'm saying.  I've found them in 11 and 13.  I'm
42 probably confusing you and I don't mean to.
43
44                 MR. WOODRUFF:  Andrew asked what was
45 the remainder of 25B and I said it was probably the BLM
46 land up north.  That's not Yukon-Charley up there.
47
48                 MR. FIRMIN:  I don't have a problem if
49 we just submit it for the entire 25B, all 25B.
50
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1                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  To go to the
2 7th, October 7th.
3
4                 MR. FIRMIN:  Yeah.  This is only going
5 to really bother the people that are out there in their
6 cabin living there.  It's not going to be Joe Blow from
7 Fairbanks flying out to get an October 7th moose.
8
9                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Yeah, that's

10 right.  I need a motion.
11
12                 MR. GLANZ:  Andrew, before you do that,
13 we're not going to move the starting dates up, are we?
14
15                 MR. FIRMIN:  No.
16
17                 MR. GLANZ:  Okay.  Thank you.
18
19                 MR. FIRMIN:  Motion for wildlife
20 proposal -- I don't know, what's it going to be.  He
21 could number them.  A motion to extend moose season in
22 Unit 25D Remainder to go from August 25th to October
23 7th.
24
25                 MR. GLANZ:  I'll second.
26
27                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  So all the
28 start dates were the same?  I thought we were just
29 extending the season.
30
31                 MR. FIRMIN:  This is only in August in
32 Unit 25D Remainder.
33
34                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Do you want
35 to restate that.
36
37                 MR. FIRMIN:  This would extend the
38 moose season in Unit 25D Remainder until October 7th.
39
40                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Okay.
41
42                 MR. FIRMIN:  That's simple.
43
44                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Okay.  Did I
45 hear a second?
46
47                 MR. GLANZ:  I seconded it.
48
49                 MR. FIRMIN:  Bill seconded it.
50
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1                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Okay. 
2 Discussion.
3
4                 (No comments)
5
6                 MR. BASSICH:  Question.
7
8                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Okay.  No
9 discussion?  You're good?

10
11                 MR. BASSICH:  We already had a lot of
12 discussion.
13
14                 MR. GLANZ:  Yes, we have.  Yes.
15
16                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Are you
17 happy?  All right.  The question has been called for. 
18 All in favor say aye.
19
20                 IN UNISON:  Aye.
21
22                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Any opposed.
23
24                 (No opposing votes)
25
26                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Okay.  Motion
27 passes. 
28
29                 MR. FIRMIN:  Now we'd like to make a
30 motion to draft a proposal that Unit 25B moose season
31 be extended until October 7th also.
32
33                 MR. WOODRUFF:  Second.
34
35                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Andy.
36
37                 MR. BASSICH:  Thank you.  I'm going to
38 actually be opposed to this even though I live right
39 there and I would benefit from it.  My experience has
40 taught me that most of the time when people are out
41 hunting they look at where can they hunt the longest. 
42 We are having a tremendous problem with a lot of
43 competition from people hunting along the Yukon River
44 and competing directly with locals.  I understand this
45 is a much bigger problem.  
46
47                 But what I don't want to see -- one of
48 the things I really like is that I know at a certain
49 point in time people are going to be off the river. 
50
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1 I'm really concerned that -- I know what the intent of
2 this is and I agree with the intent of it, but I think
3 the long-term result will be hunters will be there
4 competing in an area where the moose population
5 densities are already I think second lowest in the
6 state.  
7
8                 More pressure will be put on them
9 within this region.  More pressure will be put on local

10 people competing and I don't see that as a good thing
11 for the people in our region.  This is just my
12 observation after 20 years of watching what a
13 regulation does and how the long-term impacts are.  A
14 lot of times we create these to try and help a
15 particular group out.  It's a small group of people. 
16 We're trying to look out for their best interest and it
17 ends up backfiring because it just makes it too
18 attractive to all those other people that could come up
19 and hunt it.
20
21                 So I'm going to be opposed to it.
22
23                 MR. WOODRUFF:  I can speak to that. 
24 Traditionally I fish until the 22nd, 23rd, 25th, which
25 is the closing of the State hunt.  Then the Federal
26 hunt extends from the 25th to the 30th.  There are
27 hardly anybody on the river at that time.  Me and Andy
28 and, you know, a few people from Eagle.  I don't think
29 that's going to be a big harvest or a big conflict of
30 hunting because all the State people are gone.
31
32                 Looking at it long term as far as
33 weather change and all this other stuff that's
34 happening to us, this is going to be beneficial to the
35 people.
36
37                 Thank you.
38
39                 MR. GLANZ:  Madame Chair.  I have to go
40 along with him on that there.  I hunt with a turbine
41 jet, so I'm off the river by about the 28th or 30th. 
42 When I'm starting to pick up chunk ice in my intakes,
43 it's time to go home.  I mean it's going to be a
44 limited amount of people doing that unless they've got
45 outboards.
46
47                 Generally by the time October 25th
48 comes up, it's down to 10, 12 degrees every night, so
49 it would be tough to hunt in a prop boat.  It would be
50
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1 tough to hunt in any of them.  So I've got to go along
2 with Andy on this.  What it amounts to is there's a lot
3 of freighters going back and forth, back and forth from
4 Fort Yukon and Circle.  I see them when I'm bartending
5 two days a week and I see them all coming in with their
6 supplies.  So it would benefit if they pick up a moose
7 or two along that stretch there, but I don't know about
8 extending it all the way to Eagle. I'll go with the
9 flow.

10
11                 MR. FIRMIN:  Just to address some of
12 you guys' concerns, how many people -- this is only for
13 residents, you know, like rural users.  It's not for
14 anybody in Fairbanks or Anchorage.
15
16                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Right. 
17 That's the question I had.
18
19                 MR. FIRMIN:  It's only for Federal
20 subsistence users.
21
22                 MR. BASSICH:  Federally qualified,
23 which means pretty much anybody in the state that
24 doesn't live within those regional areas.  What I'm
25 seeing is.....
26
27                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  But they have
28 to have a C&T.
29
30                 MR. BASSICH:  I have the floor, Madame
31 Chair, please.  I believe.
32
33                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  I'm going to
34 turn you off next time you do that.
35
36                 MR. BASSICH:  Well, I'm sorry, but you
37 interrupt me a lot of times.
38
39                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  I asked -- I
40 asked you a question.
41
42                 MR. BASSICH:  I'm sorry.  I
43 misunderstood you then.  Go ahead and ask me the
44 question.
45
46                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  I think it's
47 getting late.
48
49                 MR. BASSICH:  Well, this is something I
50
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1 have a lot of concerns about.  This is something that
2 I've witnessed.  In fact, we closed and shortened the
3 seasons along the Taylor Highway for moose for this
4 very reason.  It made it very attractive to people and
5 they showed up.
6
7                 What I'm seeing happening in the state
8 is that people are being displaced from their normal
9 hunting areas and they're being pushed more and more. 

10 The hunters that are coming in to the Yukon River
11 primarily now are coming from Wrangell, from
12 Glennallen.  These are the people that are coming up to
13 hunt moose on the Yukon River because they're becoming
14 displaced.
15
16                 Okay?  So I understand the intent
17 behind this, but I really do have a lot of concerns
18 about what the long term -- once you get this in are
19 you going to repeal it if it has the wrong effect?
20
21                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  I have a
22 question.
23
24                 MR. BASSICH:  I'm sorry.  Go ahead.
25
26                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  It says here
27 -- you keep saying that people are coming from all --
28 it's all rural users.  So if I'm looking under 25B
29 customary and traditional and C, it says all rural
30 residents.  There's a C&T that needs changed because it
31 shouldn't be all rural residents and then that solves
32 the problem.
33
34                 So that's a proposal that probably
35 needs to go in.  Every place in these regulations where
36 it says all rural residents is a place where a C&T was
37 never made and they're still there and that's an
38 example of one. 
39
40                 Virgil.
41
42                 MR. UMPHENOUR:  Okay. Something that I
43 want to bring up is the moose are going into pre-rut
44 the first part of September and by the 15th of
45 September, depending on the year, they're still -- some
46 are in pre-rut, some are getting pretty rutty.  By the
47 20th most of the bull moose are getting pretty rutty. 
48 They've been urinating and digging of wallows and
49 rolling in it and et cetera. They're getting pretty
50
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1 smelly.  That's why I like to shoot one after they swim
2 a river.  They've taken a bath.
3
4                 Anyway, the reason why -- and I've seen
5 Department literature on this.  The reason why the
6 season most places closes on the 25th is because that's
7 when the moose are actually physically breeding. 
8 Starting to physically breed pretty good.  So the later
9 on you go after the 25th, then the odds are that's what

10 they're going to be doing.  
11
12                 That's going to make them much easier
13 to shoot, which maybe that's better for reasonable
14 opportunity, however the quality of the meet I think is
15 going to be going kind of to the negative because all
16 the fat is going to be -- won't be anymore white fat on
17 their back or their rump, rump fat.  It's going to have
18 all those capillaries in it absorbing the fat.  That's
19 what their living on because they've quit eating.  So
20 the quality of the meat is going to be of much lesser
21 value and that is the time when a lot of the physical
22 breeding takes place.
23
24                 So I don't know what effect that would
25 have on the reproductive potential.  Anyway, I have
26 concerns about that, extending the seasons into
27 October, but that's my concern on it.
28
29                 Madame Chair.
30
31                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  I'm going to
32 remind you this is a proposal.  We are not going to be
33 passing it right now.  It's just are we going to put
34 the proposal forward or not.  Andy, you bring up a good
35 point.  I did not know until I looked at it, 25B is all
36 rural residents.  Are you telling me you're seeing
37 people from Glennallen hunting moose at the end of
38 season up there in Eagle? 
39
40                 MR. BASSICH:  Yes.
41
42                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Well, this is
43 -- like I said earlier, this is a proposal that needs
44 to be done.  These all rural residents was from the
45 State and they didn't go through them -- did things one
46 at a time instead of should have been done all at once
47 in my opinion.
48
49                 Did I hear a second on that?  Yes.  Did
50
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1 we get a motion and a second on this 25B?
2
3                 MR. FIRMIN:  Uh-huh.
4
5                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Okay.  So we
6 have a motion before us.  Are we going to put this
7 proposal forward?
8
9                 MR. FIRMIN:  Would it help now or

10 should we do it as a friendly amendment to say only
11 those that have a positive C&T determination or would
12 that be a separate proposal altogether?
13
14                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  The C&T
15 should be separate.
16
17                 MR. WOODRUFF:  That could be next.
18
19                 MR. FIRMIN:  That's the next proposal.
20
21                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Okay.
22
23                 MR. FIRMIN:  I think if the intent is
24 clear.....
25
26                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Any more
27 discussion on the proposal.
28
29                 MR. FIRMIN:  If the intent is clear,
30 then I think we have our views on the table.
31
32                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Lisa.
33
34                 MS. MAAS:  Thank you, Madame Chair.  If
35 the Council could clarify if they mean all of Unit 25B
36 or just certain hunt areas. That's kind of critical
37 when we're analyzing proposals.
38
39                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  And I
40 understand that, but I guess what I heard was all. 
41 That was the motion.  Okay.  Which I see four of them. 
42 For some reason that got very complex.  But this is a
43 proposal.  So any more discussion on the proposal.
44
45                 (No comments)
46
47                 MR. WOODRUFF:  Question.
48
49                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  The question
50
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1 has been called for.  All in favor of 25B to extend to
2 October 7 say aye.
3
4                 IN UNISON:  Aye.
5
6                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Okay.  Raise
7 your hands.  Five.  Opposed.
8
9                 (Mr. Bassich and Mr. Umphenour opposed)

10
11                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Two.
12
13                 MR. WOODRUFF:  Next proposal.
14
15                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Yes.
16
17                 MR. WOODRUFF:  I propose C&T for 25B.
18
19                 Thank you.
20
21                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  All right. 
22 Do I hear a second.
23
24                 MR. GLANZ:  I'll second.
25
26                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  I don't think
27 we need any more discussion on that, do we?   
28
29                 MR. WOODRUFF:  Question.
30
31                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  All in favor. 
32
33
34                 IN UNISON:  Aye.
35
36                 MR. UMPHENOUR:  Vince is trying to get
37 your attention.
38
39                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  This is a
40 proposal for C&T for 25.
41
42                 MR. MATHEWS:  Who are you asking it
43 for?
44
45                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  You've got to
46 do all the work.
47
48                 MR. MATHEWS:  No, no.  Do you want it
49 for the residents of that unit or the residents of the
50
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1 subunit or do you want it -- it would be good to give
2 some direction in there of who you want to recognize in
3 there.  The analysis will probably expand beyond what
4 you're asking, but I think you need to give direction
5 as to who would you like to have a positive.....
6
7                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  I don't know. 
8 I'm sorry, I don't know.
9

10                 MR. WOODRUFF:  I can speak to that.  We
11 did a C&T recently for that area, I think it was
12 caribou, and we included Circle, Central.....
13
14                 MR. GLANZ:  Manley, I believe.  
15
16                 MR. WOODRUFF:  Around Eagle.
17
18                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  I'm looking
19 at it right here.  Do you want me to read it to you?  I
20 can go there.  Residents of Unit 12 north of the
21 Wrangell-St. Elias Preserve -- maybe I can't, 20D, 20E,
22 20F and 25.  I bet a lot of work went into that. 
23
24                 MR. UMPHENOUR:  But that's for caribou.
25
26                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  What's the
27 difference?  That's what blows me away by all these
28 C&Ts.  When you're out hunting and you want to kill a
29 moose and you see a caribou, you're probably going to
30 take it.
31
32                 MR. FIRMIN:  I would think 25 and 20E
33 would be the limit.
34
35                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER: I see why they
36 include northern 12.
37
38                 MR. FIRMIN:  Because you wouldn't need
39 25A.  You probably wouldn't need -- it would be 25 and
40 20E, but I don't think anybody.....
41
42                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  All of 25?
43
44                 MR. FIRMIN:  Well, just -- it would be
45 maybe 25B Remainder because people -- there are that
46 families ties from Circle to Fort Yukon that go
47 upriver.
48
49                 MS. KENNER:  Madame Chair.
50
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1                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Yes.
2
3                 MS. KENNER:  This is Pippa Kenner and
4 you have selected to look at the C&T for caribou in
5 Unit 25B, is that correct?
6
7                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  We are
8 looking at the definition for caribou, but we are
9 wanting to do a C&T on moose.

10
11                 MS. KENNER:  Right.  I want to mention
12 that there is a mistake in the book for C&T for caribou
13 in Unit 25B and 25C.  In addition to what's in the book
14 it includes Eureka, Livengood, Manley and Tok.
15
16                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  So where'd
17 they let the user know about that for the last two
18 years?
19
20                 MS. KENNER:  We've had a couple of
21 calls.  We have tried to get the word out.
22
23                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  We tried to
24 do something simple and it turns into this task.
25
26                 MR. FIRMIN:  All because of Andy.
27
28                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  No, all
29 because of Vince.  It's all Vince's fault.
30
31                 (Laughter)
32
33                 MR. WOODRUFF:  Sue, I can clarify this.
34
35                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  I think we
36 did that for the caribou and they had to go through
37 that process and that's how it came about as I recall. 
38 So what's wrong with asking for a C&T and letting them
39 do all the analysis and this is what they come up with?
40
41                 MR. GLANZ:  Madame Chair.  Rita St.
42 Louis was the one that went over that with us on the
43 Board.  It was with the caribou.
44
45                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Right.
46
47                 MR. GLANZ:  And she was concerned, just
48 like we were talking about, all subsistence rural
49 residents.  She was worried about somebody coming up
50
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1 from all over the state to hunt the caribou and that's
2 why we put it in there as C&T for the caribou.
3
4                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Yeah.  And
5 that's why it needs to be there for the moose.  I
6 propose guys that we're volunteers.  We don't sit here
7 and come up with the answer right now.  Let them do all
8 the work.  They get paid to do that.  That's the way I
9 look at it.

10
11                 MR. FIRMIN:  Don't we got like two
12 years to figure it out?
13
14                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  That's right. 
15 Are we good with what we just said?  The proposal
16 before us is do a C&T for moose in Unit 25B and it's
17 probably going to have to be C too.
18
19                 MR. BASSICH:  Do we need to vote?
20
21                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Yeah, we need
22 to vote if we're going to put the proposal forward.
23
24                 MR. WOODRUFF:  Question.
25
26                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  The question
27 has been called for. All in favor of this motion to do
28 a C&T for 25B say aye.
29
30                 IN UNISON:  Aye.
31
32                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Anyone
33 opposed.
34
35                 (No opposing votes)
36
37                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Okay.
38
39                 MR. FIRMIN:  We're almost done.
40
41                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  We're done.
42
43                 MR. GLANZ:  We're done.
44
45                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  There might
46 be a couple more tomorrow, so we'll see.  Well, I would
47 like to make sure something is cleaned up if I have to
48 put it in myself.
49
50
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1                 We will stand down for the night and
2 come back at 9:00.
3
4                 Thank you, everyone.
5
6                 (Off record)
7
8              (PROCEEDINGS TO BE CONTINUED)
9
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1                  C E R T I F I C A T E
2
3 UNITED STATES OF AMERICA        )
4                                 )ss.
5 STATE OF ALASKA                 )
6
7         I, Salena A. Hile, Notary Public in and for the
8 state of Alaska and reporter for Computer Matrix Court
9 Reporters, LLC, do hereby certify:

10
11         THAT the foregoing pages numbered 02 through
12 173 contain a full, true and correct Transcript of the
13 EASTERN INTERIOR FEDERAL SUBSISTENCE REGIONAL ADVISORY
14 COUNCIL MEETING, VOLUME I taken electronically on the
15 7th day of February at Anchorage, Alaska;
16
17                 THAT the transcript is a true and
18 correct transcript requested to be transcribed and
19 thereafter transcribed by under my direction and
20 reduced to print to the best of our knowledge and
21 ability;
22
23                 THAT I am not an employee, attorney, or
24 party interested in any way in this action.
25
26                 DATED at Anchorage, Alaska, this 16th
27 day of February 2017.
28
29
30                 _______________________________
31                 Salena A. Hile      
32                 Notary Public, State of Alaska 
33                 My Commission Expires: 09/16/18
34
35
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